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that multicounty area in addition to 
the current base. 

It would create jobs. It would provide 
low-cost utilities so working families 
and the elderly and the poor would 
have access to electricity. It would be 
cheap. It would be an incentive for 
businesses to grow and for manufac-
turing to come into these areas be-
cause we wouldn’t just do it there, we 
would do it all through the river basins 
of our Nation. 

He found something out in his first 
impact with the regulatory framework 
that was done out of context. This bril-
liant idea that would have saved jobs 
and created jobs in Lewis County, Ken-
tucky. He found out if they take water 
out of the Ohio River—which I must 
say is not one of the more pristine riv-
ers of the country in terms of all of its 
accumulated detritus coming from the 
Allegheny and Monongahela, coming 
down from Pittsburgh to Cairo, Illi-
nois—the water, it would be considered 
dirty by our standards. But if he takes 
water out of the river if they have 
overflow from rain and wants to put it 
back in, the whole project was killed 
on one basis: That any water put back 
into the river had to be cleaner than 
drinking water under the current EPA 
standards. 

This affects the energy industry. 
Coal produces almost 60 percent of 
power in this country. One of the issues 
is with stream mitigation and slurry 
runoff, which is a problem, but the op-
erators of the coal mine who want to 
comply—and most do; they want to do 
the right thing. They also create jobs, 
and they create jobs that have an im-
pact not simply in West Virginia, Ken-
tucky, southern Ohio, in my part of the 
world. They also support jobs and man-
ufacturing in New York and New Jer-
sey and Pennsylvania because that 
electricity goes by wire to other parts 
of the country. 

That basically creates the same 
standpoint. If an operator wants to 
clean part of the creek, the standard 
actually is for water that’s cleaner 
than the water that already exists with 
the wildlife population that already 
might be there. It creates kind of an 
impossible situation—a double bind for 
anybody who wants to do business. 

My request is, let’s step back. Regu-
lations like that need to be brought 
into context. And the place to do that 
is here. And I just appreciate you in-
vesting the time to make this dif-
ference, to bring this issue before the 
American people because it’s a ques-
tion of the—the one saying I heard over 
and over through our election is we 
want to take back America. What’s the 
taking back? 

Really what we’re talking about is 
restoring a constitutional balance that 
will allow and assure that the elected 
representatives and senators of the 
people will ultimately be accountable 
for any decisions made by the execu-
tive branch. 

I appreciate a chance to participate 
in this debate and thank you for advo-
cating so fiercely on this issue. 

Mr. CARTER. I’m glad you’re here 
with me, and I hope you’ll join me 
again because we’re going to be talking 
about this a lot this year because it’s 
something that matters to the Amer-
ican people. I encourage them to con-
tact us if there are regulations that are 
of their lives that are driving them 
crazy because we want to talk about 
these things. And we need to get to 
work getting the teeth put in the pre-
vious act so we can actually get this 
accomplished and start fleecing out 
these, I would say, intrusive regula-
tions that are costing us jobs when our 
job here today and every day until this 
country is back on its feet is to create 
jobs, not cost jobs. 

I think it’s time for me to call it a 
night tonight. So we’re going to rein 
this thing in. And I thank you for join-
ing me tonight, Mr. DAVIS, and we will 
visit some more. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION IN THE 
MATTER OF REPRESENTATIVE 
CHARLES B. RANGEL 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California 
(during the Special Order of Mr. CAR-
TER), from the Committee on Stand-
ards of Official Conduct, submitted a 
privileged report (Rept. No. 111–661) on 
the resolution (H. Res. 1737) in the mat-
ter of Representative CHARLES B. RAN-
GEL of New York, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

PIGFORD FARMS AND 
DISCRIMINATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. KING) is recognized for 60 minutes. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, 
it’s my privilege to be recognized to ad-
dress you here on the floor of the 
United States House of Representatives 
and to take up the issues that are on 
my mind and the issues that I hope are 
on the minds of the American people, 
the minds of the people who are the 
elected leaders here in the United 
States Congress, and hopefully on the 
minds of those of us who see this Amer-
ican taxpayer dollar as a pretty sacred 
dollar that should be invested wisely 
and responsibly. 

And there are any number of issues 
that can be brought up under that par-
ticular parameter. But I choose to 
come to the floor tonight, Madam 
Speaker, to talk to you about the situ-
ation of Pigford Farms. 

Pigford Farms is an issue that 
emerged here in the United States gov-
ernment around about and exactly on, 
began I’d say in 1983, in 1983 when the 
United States Department of Agricul-

tural civil rights office was closed. At 
that period of time, there wasn’t an 
oversight department within the USDA 
that might have looked over the shoul-
ders of our USDA employees to see if 
they were actually treating people 
equally with equal opportunity under 
the law, as I think everyone in this 
Congress will agree every American 
citizen deserves equal opportunity 
under the law. That’s part of the 14th 
Amendment. We take an oath to up-
hold the Constitution that includes the 
14th Amendment and equal protection 
under the law and provide for equal op-
portunity, not necessarily equality of 
result, but equality of opportunity. 

And so I suspect that that focus 
under the USDA diminished somewhat 
or at least didn’t have a check on it 
from 1983 on. But with the Pigford 
Farms issue—and this is the largest 
civil rights class action lawsuit in the 
history of America, Pigford Farms. 
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It looms over the heads of the Mem-
bers of Congress here to be not what it 
was just a few years ago, $1.05 billion, 
not what it was when the Farm Bill 
passed here on the floor of the House 
under the direction of the chairman of 
the Ag Committee, COLLIN PETERSON of 
Minnesota, at an additional $100 mil-
lion, which was designed to be the sum 
total that would ever be required to 
sweep up any of the remnants of 
Pigford Farms, this civil rights case, 
and package it all up and make sure 
that people were compensated and put 
it behind us. No, it has reared its ugly 
head again, Madam Speaker. It’s reared 
its ugly head with an issue called 
Pigford II. 

It wasn’t enough to have Pigford I. 
Pigford I, which emerged because I be-
lieve there was discrimination taking 
place within some of our USDA offices, 
particularly around the South, where 
the culture of segregation had pre-
vailed beyond the end of the legal seg-
regation that we had, and was still, I 
believe, in some of the offices mani-
fested in the form of discrimination be-
tween the Farm Service Administra-
tion personnel. But that discrimination 
that then perhaps, and I think likely, 
and I believe did carry on through 
some of those years of the eighties, 
perhaps as far back as the seventies, 
but this case deals with the eighties, 
the eighties and the nineties. 

So Pigford Farms, the chronology of 
it goes this way, Madam Speaker. In 
1983, the United States Department of 
Agriculture Civil Rights Office was 
closed. In 1994, and this would be under 
Bill Clinton’s administration with Dan 
Glickman as the Secretary of Agri-
culture, commissioned an accounting 
firm or an analysis firm to analyze the 
treatment of minorities and women in 
the Farm Service agencies throughout 
the United States. 
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