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taxes for the claimants. We’re paying a 
payment of $12,500 to the IRS on behalf 
of each claimant. So the claimant will 
get $50,000 tax free, and we the tax-
payers will even pay their tax bill for 
them. And what’s worse, we will even 
wipe off the books any outstanding 
loans that they have on their farm 
property. Everybody’s going to want to 
know where to go to sign up for this 
deal. Who wouldn’t want to do that? 
You have farmers all across the coun-
try right now that are trying to make 
ends meet, and meanwhile they have to 
watch this spectacle go on at the 
USDA. 

Every single claimant needs to be 
fully investigated. Not one check 
should go out the door if it’s not war-
ranted. No one disagrees that if the 
USDA did something wrong and if they 
acted in a discriminatory manner, the 
people should be allowed to be made 
whole. Everyone agrees. But I would be 
the first person to stand on this floor 
of the House of Representatives and 
say if that is the case, then each of 
these USDA employees should be, at 
minimum—at minimum—written up in 
their personnel file, reprimanded, 
fined, and most likely fired if they’re 
causing the taxpayers to have to pay 
out what would add up to be over $2 
billion. We are here talking about, in 
these weeks, what can we do to cut the 
budget. I think this is the perfect place 
to start here in Pigford when we’re 
paying out 94,000 claimants when there 
is a total universe of 33,000. 

I want to thank my dear colleague 
from Iowa, Representative STEVE KING, 
for being on this issue and dogging this 
issue for 3 years. And now here we are 
coming to the climax. We are about to 
see another $1.15 billion about to go 
out the door, $1.15 billion that we don’t 
have, which my colleague rightly said 
we will have to go to China and borrow 
and our children will have to get sec-
ond and third jobs to pay back. This is 
just flat out wrong. Can we say it? Can 
we be gutsy enough on the floor of this 
House of Representatives to say this is 
pure and complete fraud that is about 
to be voted on this week. It’s wrong, 
and it’s got to stop. 

And I want to encourage any of my 
colleagues on either side of the aisle, 
vote ‘‘no’’ on this bill. I will be voting 
‘‘no.’’ Representative KING said he will 
be voting ‘‘no’’ because this will be a 
vote that I guarantee will haunt Mem-
bers of Congress in the future if they 
vote ‘‘yes’’ because of the obvious fraud 
that will very soon be discovered and 
played out for the American people to 
see. 

I yield to my distinguished colleague 
from Iowa. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Reclaiming my 
time and thanking the gentlelady from 
Minnesota for coming to the floor to 
add to this discussion, I happened to 
have clicked on YouTube on the Inter-
net, I did a little search today because 

I wanted to see what I could find on 
Timothy Pigford, who is the lead plain-
tiff in Pigford Farms v. the USDA. It is 
a video of Timothy Pigford sitting 
there telling his story, but then he 
goes on to say that he’s hopeful that, 
first, that they all get paid; second, 
that it lays the foundation so that the 
Hispanics, the Native Americans and 
the women farmers all get paid, too. 

So when I listen to that I think, what 
is the motive for this? Do you really 
believe that there isn’t any place in 
America where people who are listed in 
his list of minorities get a fair shake? 
Not one place, not one county, not one 
FSA director, not one staff that sits 
behind the counter and says this is the 
right thing to do, we’re going to treat 
everybody as if they’re equal in our 
eyes just like we’re all equal under the 
eyes of God? Doesn’t that happen in 
one single county in America some-
where? They would deny it, Madam 
Speaker. They would deny that Ameri-
cans can be nondiscriminating and un-
derstand this equal opportunity and 
equal justice under the law concept. 
And to have this kind of pressing that 
comes on from Timothy Pigford and a 
number of the other personalities in-
volved here, this system—and there are 
a good number of African American 
farmers that filed their complaints, 
they complain that it has distorted 
their reputation. They may have a le-
gitimate claim that wasn’t settled ade-
quately, and because this has been a 
full court press at all on, pushed by 
lawyers in bow ties from the Northeast 
and sold in the South and marketed as 
your 40 acres and a mule, this has dam-
aged the legitimate black farmers. 

I can’t think of a more honorable 
profession than raising food out of this 
soil. I can’t think of a more honorable 
profession than sometimes bending 
over and getting dirty and being out in 
the weather—in all kinds of weather, 
the summer and winter, rain and 
storm, out there having your roots go 
into the soil. Nothing makes you more 
rooted to America than being rooted in 
the soil. And I applaud every farmer, 
black or white or Native American or 
women or Hispanics, whatever they 
might be. It’s a hard way to make a 
living, but there is a certain honor and 
glory to it that can’t be replicated any-
place else. It builds character and it 
builds honor, and they are being be-
smirched by this broader effort here. 

We need to say ‘‘no’’ tomorrow to the 
Pigford Farms funding that’s coming, 
‘‘no’’ because it wasn’t authorized by 
the United States Congress. There 
wasn’t even a head fake—to use some-
thing that might be the President’s 
language—from Congress that said Sec-
retary of Agriculture and the Attorney 
General, why don’t you see if you can 
sit down with the head of the black 
farmers who formed the organization 
for the purposes of pressing the tax-
payers for money—I don’t think in the 

beginning he really thought we were 
going to borrow it all from the Chinese, 
but there is no directive on the part of 
Congress. Congress said, even though I 
disagreed with it, that $100 million 
would cap this, it puts an end to it, and 
anybody that didn’t have their case re-
solved in Pigford I would be resolved 
here under the 2008 farm bill. But Tom 
Vilsack took license and sat down with 
Eric Holder, and they’re poised tomor-
row to stick the taxpayers for another 
$1.15 billion, Madam Speaker. And it’s 
time the American people said enough. 
This election was about debt and def-
icit and jobs and the economy, and we 
have to have the will to say ‘‘no’’ and 
draw a bright line. And there isn’t 
guilt on the part of this country that 
should cause us—it can’t be assuaged 
anyway by borrowing money and pay-
ing out people that don’t have it com-
ing. We want to make sure we make 
those people whole who were discrimi-
nated against. 

I want to look into this deeply. I 
want to follow the money. I want to 
track and sort the applications, put 
them all on a big spreadsheet and see 
what the data indicates. And I think 
we will find that there is a massive 
amount of fraud. And we may lose this 
vote tomorrow, Madam Speaker, we 
may lose it. And if we lose this vote to-
morrow, it still calls upon us to shed 
sunlight on this issue so the American 
people know what happened so that we 
don’t do it again, so that we don’t 
queue this up to go down the list of the 
other minorities—the Hispanics, the 
women, the Native Americans, and so 
on. 

So I come to speak of the Pigford 
Farms issue, which I am completely 
convinced has far more fraud in it than 
it has legitimate claims, and that the 
American people deserve equal justice 
under the law, and if they have a legiti-
mate claim it should be able to with-
stand the scrutiny. 

I stand in opposition to the funding 
of Pigford II and the people that per-
petrated it, Madam Speaker. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida 
(at the request of Mr. BOEHNER) for 
today and November 30 on account of 
family medical reasons. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana (at the re-
quest of Mr. BOEHNER) for today on ac-
count of personal reasons. 

Mr. DEFAZIO (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today and the balance of 
the week. 

Mr. GERLACH (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today on account of at-
tending a funeral of a fallen soldier 
from his district. 

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan (at the 
request of Mr. HOYER) for today. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 09:41 Sep 17, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00025 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\H29NO0.000 H29NO0pm
an

gr
um

 o
n 

D
S

K
3V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 156, Pt. 13 18171 November 29, 2010 
Mr. WU (at the request of Mr. HOYER) 

for today. 
f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, today, No-
vember 30, December 1, 2, 3, and 6. 

Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes, 
today, November 30, December 1, 2, 3, 
and 6. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey, for 5 
minutes, today, November 30, Decem-
ber 1, 2, and 3. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 
today, November 30, December 1, 2, and 
3. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas, for 5 minutes, 
December 1, 2, 3, and 6. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida, 
for 5 minutes, today, November 30, De-
cember 1, 2, and 3. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for 5 minutes, 
today, November 30, December 1, 2, and 
3. 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia, for 5 minutes, 
today. 

f 

SENATE BILLS AND CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTIONS REFERRED 

Bills and concurrent resolutions of the 
Senate of the following titles were taken 
from the Speaker’s table and, under the rule, 
referred as follows: 

S. 1609. An act to authorize a single fish-
eries cooperative for the Bering Sea Aleutian 
Islands longline catcher processor subsector, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

S. 3650. An act to amend chapter 21 of title 
5, United States Code, to provide that fa-
thers of certain permanently disabled or de-
ceased veterans shall be included with moth-
ers of such veterans as preference eligibles 
for treatment in the civil service; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

S. Con. Res. 75. Concurrent Resolution au-
thorizing the use of the rotunda of the Cap-
itol for an event marking the 50th anniver-
sary of the inaugural address of President 
John F. Kennedy; to the Committee on 
House Administration. 

S. Con. Res. 76. Concurrent Resolution to 
recognize and honor the commitment and 
sacrifices of military families of the United 
States; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly en-

rolled bills of the House of the fol-
lowing titles, which were thereupon 
signed by the Speaker: 

H.R. 1722. An act to require the head of 
each executive agency to establish and im-
plement a policy under which employees 
shall be authorized to telework, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 5566. An act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to prohibit interstate com-
merce in animal crush videos, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 5712. An act entitled the Physician 
Payment and Therapy Relief Act of 2010. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED 

The Speaker announced her signa-
ture to enrolled bills of the Senate of 
the following titles: 

S. 1376. An act to restore immunization 
and sibling age exemptions for children 
adopted by United States citizens under the 
Hague convention on Intercountry Adoption 
to allow their admission into the United 
States. 

S. 3567. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
100 Broadway in Lynbrook, New York, as the 
‘‘Navy Corpsman Jeffrey L. Wiener Post Of-
fice Building’’. 

S. 3689. An act to clarify, improve, and cor-
rect the laws relating to copyrights, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3774. An act to extend the deadline for 
Social Services Block Grant expenditures of 
supplemental funds appropriated following 
disasters occurring in 2008. 

S.J. Res. 40. Appointing the day for the 
convening of the first session of the One 
Hundred Twelfth Congress. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 8 minutes p.m.), 
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Tuesday, No-
vember 30, 2010, at 10:30 a.m., for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

10419. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Review Group, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s 
‘‘Major’’ final rule — Biomass Crop Assist-
ance Program (RIN: 0560-AH92) received No-
vember 16, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

10420. A letter from the Director, Program 
Development & Regulatory Analysis, Rural 
Utilities Service, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Specifications and Draw-
ings for Construction of Direct Buried Plant 
received October 25, 2010, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

10421. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting 
Selected Acquisition Reports (SARs) for the 

September 2010 reporting period pursuant to 
section 2432, Title 10 United States Code; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

10422. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Federal Reserve System, transmit-
ting the System’s ‘‘Major’’ final rule — 
Truth in Lending [Regulation Z; Docket No: 
R-1384] received November 15, 2010, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

10423. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Federal Reserve System, transmit-
ting the System’s ‘‘Major’’ final rule — Elec-
tronic Fund Transfers [Regulation E; Docket 
No. R-1377] received November 15, 2010, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

10424. A letter from the Secretary, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting 
the Commission’s ‘‘Major’’ final rule — Risk 
Management Controls for Brokers or Dealers 
with Market Access [Release No.: 34-63241; 
File No.: S7-03-10] (RIN: 3235-AK53) received 
November 15, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

10425. A letter from the Secretary, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting 
the Commission’s ‘‘Major’’ final rule — Reg-
ulation SHO [Release No.: 34-63247; File No.: 
S7-08-09] (RIN: 3235-AK35) received November 
15, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

10426. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Regulatory Services, Office of 
the General Counsel, Department of Edu-
cation, transmitting the Department’s 
‘‘Major’’ final rule — Program Integrity 
Issues [Docket ID: ED-2010-OPE-0004] (RIN: 
1840-AD02) received November 15, 2010, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Education and Labor. 

10427. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Regulatory Services, Office of 
the General Counsel, Department of Edu-
cation, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Program Integrity: Gainful Employ-
ment — New Programs [Docket ID: ED-2010- 
OPE-0012] (RIN: 1840-AD04) received Novem-
ber 1, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

10428. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Regulatory Services, Office of 
the General Counsel, Department of Edu-
cation, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Foreign Institutions-Federal Student 
Aid Programs [Docket ID: ED-2010-OPE-0009] 
(RIN: 1840-AD03) received November 1, 2010, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor. 

10429. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Employee Benefits Security Adminis-
tration, Department of Labor, transmitting 
the Department’s ‘‘Major’’ final rule — Fidu-
ciary Requirements for Disclosure in Partic-
ipant-Directed Individual Account Plans 
(RIN: 1210-AB07) received November 15, 2010, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor. 

10430. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
State Systems Advance Planning Document 
(ADP) Process (RIN: 0970-AC33) received Oc-
tober 28, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

10431. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
General Counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Credit Reforms in Organized 
Wholesale Electric Markets [Docket No.: 
RM10-13-000; Order No. 741] received October 
27, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 
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