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to the dark days when the nuclear en-
terprise was the subject of neglect and 
controversy. 

The New START is a modest but very 
important step. It is one we should all 
take together, without controversy. 

I thank the Chair, and I yield the 
floor. 

f 

RECESS 

Mr. FRANKEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now stand in recess for the weekly cau-
cus meetings, as provided under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, at 12:21 
p.m., the Senate recessed until 4 p.m. 
and reassembled when called to order 
by the Presiding Officer (Mr. BENNET). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut. 

f 

FAREWELL TO THE SENATE 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, first of all, 
let me express my gratitude to all of 
the colleagues and other individuals 
who have come to the Chamber at this 
moment. 

Everyone who serves in Congress usu-
ally recalls two moments in their serv-
ice: the maiden speech they give short-
ly after their arrival and their closing 
remarks. I can’t recall what the first 
speech I gave as a new member of the 
House of Representatives 36 years ago 
was even about. I do, however, recall 
very vividly that there was no one else 
in the Chamber when I gave it. It was 
an empty hall early one evening with 
the exception of one colleague, Johnny 
Dent from Pennsylvania. He was sit-
ting in his chair with his trademark 
dark glasses, listening patiently as I 
gave my knee-rattling, hand-shaking 
maiden address. Midway through the 
speech, he walked up to me and said 
quietly: You know, kid, it is not on the 
level. Well, that was my first speech 
before the House, and I am deeply hon-
ored that so many of you have come 
out to listen to my closing remarks 
today so I do not have to speak to an 
empty Chamber. 

For more than 200 years, a uniquely 
American story has unfolded here in 
the Chamber of the United States Sen-
ate—a fascinating, inspiring, often tu-
multuous tale of conflict and com-
promise, reflecting the awesome poten-
tial of our still-young democracy and 
its occasional moments of agonizing 
frustration. 

For much of my life, this story has 
intersected with my own in ways that 
have been both thrilling and humbling. 
As a 14-year-old boy, I sat in the family 
gallery of this very Chamber watching 
as my father took the oath of office as 
a new Senator. A few years later, in 
1962, I sat where these young men and 
women sit today, serving as a Senate 
page. John F. Kennedy was President 
and Lyndon Johnson presided over this 

body. Eighteen years later, in the fall 
of 1980, the people of Connecticut gave 
me the honor of a lifetime when they 
asked me to give voice to their views, 
electing me to serve as their U.S. Sen-
ator. For the past 30 years, I have 
worked hard to sustain that trust. I am 
proud of the work I have done, but it is 
time for my story and that of this in-
stitution, which I cherish so much, to 
diverge. Thus, Mr. President, I rise to 
give some valedictory remarks as my 
service as a U.S. Senator from Con-
necticut comes to a close. 

Now, it is common for retiring Sen-
ators to say the following: I will miss 
the people but not the work. Mr. Presi-
dent, you won’t hear that from me. 
Most assuredly, I will miss the people 
of the Senate, but I will miss the work 
as well. Over the years, I have both 
witnessed and participated in some 
great debates in this Chamber, mo-
ments when statesmen of both parties 
gathered together in this Hall to weigh 
the great questions of our time. And 
while I wish there had been more of 
those moments, I will always remem-
ber the Senate debates on issues such 
as Central America, the Iraq war, cam-
paign finance reform, securities litiga-
tion, health care, and, of course, finan-
cial reform. 

And when I am home in Connecticut, 
I see the results of the work we did 
every day. I see workers coming home 
from their shifts at Pratt & Whitney, 
Electric Boat, the Sikorsky helicopter 
plant—the lifeblood of a defense manu-
facturing sector so critical to our na-
tional security and to the economic 
well-being of my home State. I see 
communities preparing for high-speed 
rail and breaking ground for new com-
munity health centers. I see the grants 
we fought for helping cities and towns 
to build sustainable communities and 
promote economic development. 

When I am home, I meet parents who, 
because of the Family and Medical 
Leave Act, don’t have to choose be-
tween keeping their jobs and taking 
care of their sick children. I visit with 
elderly folks who no longer have to 
choose between paying for their pre-
scription drugs and paying for their 
heat. I hear from consumers who have 
been victimized by unfair practices on 
the part of credit card companies and 
who will no longer be subject to those 
abuses. And I meet young children as 
well who, through Early Head Start or 
access to afterschool programs, have 
blossomed academically in spite of dif-
ficult economic circumstances. 

As proud as I am of the work that has 
made these stories possible over the 
last three decades, I am keenly aware, 
particularly today, that I did not do 
any of this alone. Until this last Con-
gress, with rare exceptions, every 
major piece of legislation I authored 
that became law—including the ones I 
have just mentioned—had a Republican 
cosponsor as well as support from my 

Democratic caucus. So to my Demo-
cratic and Republican Senate col-
leagues who joined me in all these ef-
forts over 30 years, I say thank you 
this afternoon. 

I also want to thank, if I can, the un-
sung heroes of this institution—the 
Senate staff and my personal staff. It 
would be a grievous understatement to 
simply say they make the trains run 
on time. Without them, as all of us 
know, the trains would never leave the 
station at all—the floor staff, the 
cloakroom professionals of both par-
ties, and the hundreds of unknown and 
unseen people who show up every day 
in this body to make this critical insti-
tution of democracy function. Without 
them, no Senator could fulfill his or 
her obligations to the American people. 

Many of my personal staff and com-
mittee staff are present in the Senate 
gallery today. Neither I nor the mil-
lions of Americans whose lives you 
have enriched or whose burdens you 
have lightened can ever thank you 
enough. I only hope your time with me 
has been as fulfilling as my time with 
you. 

Of course, I owe an enormous debt of 
gratitude to the people of Connecticut, 
whose confidence, patience, and spirit 
have given my life and its work deep 
meaning. As rich as our common lan-
guage is, words cannot even come close 
to capturing the depth of my affection 
for and appreciation of the people of 
the State of Connecticut. For almost 
four decades—three terms in the House 
of Representatives, five terms in this 
Chamber—you have entrusted me to 
labor on your behalf, and I deeply 
thank you for that honor. 

And lastly, my family. My parents 
are long since deceased, but their guid-
ance, inspiration, and example have 
never departed. For the past 30 years, I 
have sat at this very same desk occu-
pied by my father during the 12 years 
he served in this Chamber. His courage, 
character, and conviction have been a 
constant reminder of what it means to 
be a U.S. Senator. I thank my siblings 
and their children and other relatives 
for their enthusiastic support, particu-
larly during the rough patches. From 
time to time, we all need the safe har-
bor of family at the darker moments. 
And to Jackie, Grace, and Christina, 
who have supported and inspired me 
every day: You mean more to me than 
I could ever say in these few short mo-
ments. So come January, I am glad I 
will have more time to say it to you 
more often. And to Jackie in par-
ticular: You have been my anchor to 
windward in the rough and turbulent 
waters of public service. When it was 
the darkest, you were the brightest. I 
love you more than life. 

As this chapter in my career comes 
to a close, a new chapter in the Sen-
ate’s history is beginning. When this 
body is gaveled to order in January, 
nearly half of its Members will be in 
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