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During the 123 years since 1887, these 
lands have become highly fractionated 
as successive generations of Indian 
owners bequeathed the land to their 
children. 

Today the Department of the Interior 
holds about 56 million acres of land in 
trust for individual Indians. These 56 
million acres generate approximately 
$357 million annually in coal sales, tim-
ber sales, oil and gas leases, and graz-
ing leases. This $357 million is supposed 
to be dispersed to the over 230,000 Indi-
ans who have an interest in various 
parcels. 

In the Cobell case, the plaintiffs 
sought a historical accounting of what 
individuals were owed and the Depart-
ment of Interior contended that it 
could not provide such an accounting. 

This case has been going on for 14 
years, leaving the plaintiffs without 
resolution of their claims and diverting 
attention and resources away from 
other projects in Indian Country. On 
December 8, 2009, Secretary Salazar 
and the plaintiffs agreed to a $3.4 bil-
lion settlement. It is a testament to 
both sides in this litigation that a fair 
agreement has been reached. 

The Claims Resolution Act of 2010 
provides the funding needed to imple-
ment this settlement. I am proud of 
the diligence and focus with which Elo-
ise Cobell pursued justice in this case. 
I am proud that she is a Montanan, 
proud of the result, and proud of the 
Congress for doing the right thing. 

I am just as proud of the action we 
took with regard to the Crow Water 
Rights Settlement Act of 2010. The 
Crow Tribe has a membership of ap-
proximately 12,000 people. About 7,900 
reside on the Crow Indian Reservation 
in Montana. It is the largest of Mon-
tana’s seven reservations, comprising 
approximately 2.3 million acres. The 
current reservation was established by 
the Treaty of Fort Laramie with the 
United States dated May 7, 1868. At the 
time of its establishment, the reserva-
tion comprised nearly 5.9 million acres 
in both Wyoming and Montana. How-
ever, over time the reservation was re-
duced by nearly 3.6 million acres. The 
last cession of Crow land, in 1904, in-
cluded what came to be known as the 
Ceded Strip, 1 million acres on the 
north side of the reservation. 

There are a number of large streams 
that flow through the Crow Indian Res-
ervation, including the Bighorn River 
and its tributaries, one of which is the 
Little Bighorn River. Another signifi-
cant stream on the western portion of 
the Crow Indian Reservation is Pryor 
Creek and its tributaries. 

The Crow Tribe Water Rights Settle-
ment Act of 2010 ratifies the Crow-Mon-
tana Water Rights Compact, which was 
adopted by the Montana State Legisla-
ture in 1999. It establishes tribal water 
rights and settles claims against the 
government. The bill provides for fund-
ing that will be used to more fully de-

velop tribal water resources. This 
water compact was endorsed by the ad-
ministration—one of the first to re-
ceive this level of consensus and sup-
port. 

I commend the tribe and the adminis-
tration, particularly Chairman Cedric 
Black Eagle and the Commissioner of 
the Bureau of Reclamation, Mike Con-
nor, and their respective teams for 
their hard work on this. I also want to 
thank the Senate Indian Affairs Com-
mittee, Chairman DORGAN and Ranking 
Member BARASSO, for their work reach-
ing consensus. Finally, I want to thank 
my colleague from Montana, Senator 
JON TESTER, who has worked so hard to 
push this through the Senate. 

This was truly a bi-partisan effort 
with cooperation here in the Senate 
from Senator BINGAMAN, Senator KYL, 
Senator DORGAN, and Senator GRASS-
LEY, all of whom worked together and 
compromised so that we could come to-
gether today and do the right thing. 

With the House passage of this bill, 
we are settling decades-old injustices 
and claims against the government. We 
are bringing our Nation closer to-
gether. I am proud to stand here today, 
having been a part of making this hap-
pen, and I look forward to the day that 
we see President Obama’s signature on 
this bill. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GREYSON 
BUCKINGHAM 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Greyson 
Buckingham for his hard work as an 
intern in my Washington, DC, office. I 
recognize his efforts and contributions 
to my office as well as to the State of 
Wyoming. 

Greyson is a native of Wyoming and 
graduated from Jackson Hole High 
School. He currently attends George-
town University, where he is majoring 
in history and government and 
minoring in Spanish and philosophy. 
Throughout his internship, he has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic which 
has made him an invaluable asset to 
our office. The quality of his work is 
reflected in his great efforts over the 
last several months. 

I want to thank Greyson for the dedi-
cation he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his next journey. 
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TRIBUTE TO IAN LOWE 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Ian Lowe 
for his hard work as an intern in my 
Washington, DC, office. I recognize his 
efforts and contributions to my office 
as well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Ian is a native of Wyoming and grad-
uated from Campbell County High 
School. He graduated from the Univer-
sity of Wyoming, where he majored in 
international studies and environment. 
Throughout his internship, he has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic which 
has made him an invaluable asset to 
our office. The quality of his work is 
reflected in his great efforts over the 
last several months. 

I want to thank Ian for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his next journey. 
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TRIBUTE TO ROBERT DALEY 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Robert 
Daley for his hard work as an intern in 
my Washington, DC, office. I recognize 
his efforts and contributions to my of-
fice as well as to the State of Wyo-
ming. 

Robert is a native of Pennsylvania 
and graduated from Governor Mifflin 
Public High School. He graduated from 
American University, where he ma-
jored in political science. Throughout 
his internship, he has demonstrated a 
strong work ethic which has made him 
an invaluable asset to our office. The 
quality of his work is reflected in his 
great efforts over the last several 
months. 

I want to thank Robert for the dedi-
cation he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his next journey. 
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TRIBUTE TO MAX WEISS 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Max Weiss 
for his hard work as an intern in my 
Rock Springs office. I recognize his ef-
forts and contributions to my office as 
well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Max is a native of Wyoming and 
graduated from Rock Springs High 
School. He attended Leiden University 
where he received his master’s of clin-
ical psychology. Throughout his in-
ternship, he has demonstrated a strong 
work ethic which has made him an in-
valuable asset to our office. The qual-
ity of his work is reflected in his great 
efforts over the last several months. 

I want to thank Max for the dedica-
tion he has shown while working for 
me and my staff. It was a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his next journey. 
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