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I urge the adoption of the Senate amend-

ments to H.R. 4783. 
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to express my sincere happiness that 
the House of Representatives passed by a 
vote of 256–152, the Claims Resolution Act. I 
regret that I was unable to vote on this land-
mark legislation and would like the RECORD to 
reflect that had I been able to vote, I would 
have voted yea. 

The Claims Resolution Act includes provi-
sions that many black farmers and American 
Indians have literally been waiting decades 
for. H.R. 4783 contains funding to implement 
the settlements of the Pigford class action law-
suit involving past discrimination against black 
fanners by the Agriculture Department and the 
Cobell class action lawsuit involving funds for 
American Indians mismanaged by the Interior 
Department. 

I voted for this legislation twice earlier this 
year as the House has passed funding for the 
Pigford and Cobell settlement—first in passing 
the American Jobs and Closing Tax Loopholes 
Act and then in adopting an amendment to the 
FY 2010 Supplemental—but both bills were 
blocked by Republicans in the Senate. 

That is why I am so pleased that Senate 
was finally able to pass this important legisla-
tion and now, with passage in the House, it 
will go to the President’s desk for signature, fi-
nally closing this dark episode in American 
history. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of the Senate Amendments to H.R. 
4783, the Claims Resolution Act, and Cobell 
and Pigford II settlements now included. 

In 1996, Indian plaintiffs, including Eloise 
Cobell, filed a class action suit against the fed-
eral government for mismanagement of Indian 
trust land and other assets. During the 13 
years that followed, courts repeatedly ruled in 
favor of the plaintiffs assertions that the gov-
ernment violated its trust responsibility, did not 
provide accurate accounting, and did not pro-
vide Indians with their share of the revenue 
from the Individual Indian Money (IIM) ac-
counts. One year ago, on December 8, 2009, 
the plaintiffs and the U.S. Interior and Justice 
Departments announced a $3.4 billion settle-
ment for this long-running suit. 

This settlement should have been approved 
by Congress in a timely manner. Too many 
deadlines for Congressional action have 
passed this year, requiring the settlement par-
ties to keep extending the approval deadline. 
Tribal members whose trust accounts were 
mismanaged have waited too long for com-
pensation. Already this year, I have voted for 
funding the settlement twice. Both times the 
funding passed the House only to have the 
funds stripped by Republican obstruction in 
the Senate. Finally, on November 19, the Sen-
ate passed the approval for the settlement in 
the Senate Amendments to H.R. 4783, the 
Claims Resolution Act, and sent it back to us. 

In addition, I applaud the $1.15 billion settle-
ment of the Pigford II class action lawsuit for 
finally rectifying an injustice that is an inexcus-
able stain on our Nation’s history. In 1910, Af-
rican American farmers owned 15 million 
acres of land. Now, that number has dwindled 
to two million acres. This settlement rep-
resents an important step forward towards en-
suring the fair and equal treatment of all farm-
ers, regardless of their race. 

These injustices have been perpetrated for 
decades, and today the House has the oppor-
tunity to vote again to uphold our end of the 
trust relationship with all American Indians and 
Alaska Natives and settle discrimination claims 
made by African American farmers. 

Though these funds come decades too late 
for many of the people affected, it is important 
for the U.S. Government to recognize the 
many past wrongs inflicted on the indigenous 
people of this country and black farmers who 
have been discriminated against. This is a 
vote that will make a difference in hundreds of 
thousands of lives, finally beginning to right 
some wrongs. 

For far too long, American Indian trust ac-
count holders and African American farmers 
have had to wait for justice. Today there will 
be justice, but it will not come without a fight 
against bigotry, intolerance, and the cham-
pions of inequality. The fact that some Repub-
lican voices, including a Member from Min-
nesota, are calling the settlement with African 
American farmers a fraud and a scam reflects 
the very racial intolerance and discrimination 
that are at the root of this settlement. 

With this legislation, the Federal Govern-
ment can honor its commitment in a fiscally 
responsible manner. The funding is completely 
offset. The Senate passed it by unanimous 
consent. If it passes the House today, it will go 
directly to the President for his signature. I 
urge my colleagues to vote yes on the Senate 
Amendments to H.R. 4783 because American 
Indians and African American farmers have 
waited long enough. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 4783, Claims Resolu-
tion Act, as amended by the Senate to resolve 
claims against the United States government 
related to the Pigford class action lawsuit, and 
the Cobell class action lawsuit. The Claims 
Resolution Act included several provisions ad-
dressing a long-delayed justice for tens of 
thousands of African-Americans and hundreds 
of thousands of Native Americans. 

In 1999, a federal judge approved a settle-
ment agreement in a class action lawsuit 
(Pigford v. Glickman) filed by African-Ameri-
cans farmers against the United States De-
partment of Agriculture, USDA, for denying 
them federal loans, disaster assistance, and 
other services. Under this agreement, black 
farmers, who were eligible and filed a com-
plaint against the USDA by July 1, 1997, were 
to receive compensation resulting from dis-
crimination practices. However, tens of thou-
sands of black farmers filed after the cutoff 
date because they reported not receiving or 
being notified of any information regarding a 
filing deadline. Therefore, they were not in-
cluded in this class action to receive com-
pensation. As a result, black farmers and the 
federal government have been fighting over 
this issue for years. 

H.R. 4783 is a bill that contained a provision 
to provide some relief to those that were left 
out of the original class action. This legislative 
measure provides an estimated $1.15 billion to 
resolve the longstanding Pigford case. In addi-
tion, other legislative language was included in 
H.R. 4783 to address an injustice against the 
Native Americans regarding a long-running 
class action lawsuit (Cobell v. Salazar). 

The Cobell class action lawsuit alleged that 
the Interior Department mismanaged billions of 

dollars in grazing land, gas, oil and other roy-
alties owed to hundreds of thousands of 
American Indians. H.R. 4783 resolves claims 
against the government regarding the govern-
ment’s management and accounting for over 
500,000 individual Indians’ trust accounts. This 
provision is estimated to cost $3.412 billion. 

H.R. 4783 is a bill that is long overdue to 
address past failures and misjudgments of the 
United States Department of Agriculture and 
Department of the Interior toward African- 
American farmers and Native Americans. Mov-
ing forward as a Nation, we hope that we can 
build on the existence of our past to learn 
from our failures and to move forward without 
any racial, gender, and religious malice. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, 
further consideration of this motion is 
postponed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

HONORING AIR WINGS AT TRAVIS 
AIR FORCE BASE 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1585) honoring 
and recognizing the exemplary service 
and sacrifice of the 60th Air Mobility 
Wing, the 349th Air Mobility Wing, the 
15th Expeditionary Mobility Task 
Force, and the 615th Contingency Re-
sponse Wing civilians and families 
serving at Travis Air Force Base, Cali-
fornia, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1585 

Whereas the base originally named Fair-
field-Suisun Army Air Base, the ‘‘Gateway 
to the Pacific’’, was renamed Travis Air 
Force Base in 1951; 

Whereas Team Travis includes the 13,900 
active duty, reservists, and civilians of the 
60th Air Mobility Wing, the 349th Air Mobil-
ity Wing, the 15th Expeditionary Mobility 
Task Force, the 615th Contingency Response 
Wing, and their families; 

Whereas the 60th Air Mobility Wing, one of 
the Air Force’s largest air mobility organiza-
tions, significantly contributed to the de-
fense of our Nation during World War II, the 
Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Persian 
Gulf War, and operations Enduring Freedom 
and Iraqi Freedom; 

Whereas, after the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, Team Travis played major 
roles in providing airlift, air refueling, and 
aero medical evacuation in support of Oper-
ations Enduring and Iraqi Freedom, flying 
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102,581 hours for Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and 70,940 hours for Operation Enduring 
Freedom; 

Whereas in January 2009, Travis aircrews 
from the 60th Air Mobility Wing and 349th 
Air Mobility Wing supported humanitarian 
aid operations in the Darfur region of Sudan; 

Whereas the 615th Contingency Response 
Wing, one of two Air Force Contingency Re-
sponse Wings, facilitated airlift efforts from 
Rwanda in support of the Rwandan peace-
keeping mission; 

Whereas, after a 7.0 magnitude earthquake 
struck Haiti on January 12, 2010, Team Trav-
is conducted the first humanitarian airlift 
mission, providing search and rescue per-
sonnel, medical experts and supplies, and fa-
cilitated the delivery of more than 1,000,000 
pounds of cargo during the duration of the 
Haitian Relief Effort; and 

Whereas the 60th Air Mobility Wing and 
Team Travis valiantly fulfill its motto of 
being ‘‘America’s First Choice’’, for true 
global reach: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) honors and recognizes the exemplary 
service and sacrifice of the 60th Air Mobility 
Wing, the 349th Air Mobility Wing, the 15th 
Expeditionary Mobility Task Force, and the 
615th Contingency Response Wing civilians 
and families serving at Travis Air Force 
Base, California; 

(2) offers condolences to the families of the 
brave servicemembers of Team Travis who 
have lost their lives in defense of the United 
States; and 

(3) commends the actions of private citi-
zens and organizations in the Travis Air 
Force Base community for their steadfast 
support of members of the United States 
Armed Forces and their families. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. GARAMENDI) and the 
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks on the 
resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of House Resolution 1585, a resolution 
expressing appreciation of the House of 
Representatives for the service and 
sacrifice of the members of the 60th Air 
Mobility Wing, 349th Air Reserve Wing, 
15th Expeditionary Mobility Task 
Force, 615th Contingency Response 
Wing, and Travis Air Force Base. 

Affectionately known as ‘‘Team 
Travis,’’ the team includes 13,900 active 
duty reservists and civilians of the 
wings. Travis was established in 1942, 
originally named the Fairfield-Suisun 
Army Air Base. In 1951, it was renamed 
Travis Air Force Base, and its vital 
missions have continued. 

Travis Air Force Base has been called 
the ‘‘Gateway to the Pacific,’’ and 
brave men and women who have served 
at Travis know a thing or two about 
their neighbors, particularly those 
across the Pacific and in every corner 
of the globe. Brave men and women of 
the Travis Air Force Base have fought 
in World War II, the Korean War, the 
Cuban Missile Crisis, the Vietnam War, 
and the Persian Gulf War. More re-
cently, Team Travis has played a 
major role in providing airlift, air re-
fueling, and aero-medical evacuation in 
support of combat missions in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, flying 102,581 hours for 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and 70,940 
hours for Operation Enduring Freedom. 
That’s a lot of flight time. 

They have carried out vital humani-
tarian missions in Berlin, Darfur, 
Rwanda, and Haiti. Indeed, after a 7.0 
magnitude earthquake struck Haiti on 
January 12, 2010, Team Travis con-
ducted the first humanitarian airlift 
mission, provided search and rescue 
personnel, medical experts, and sup-
plies, and facilitated delivery of more 
than 1 million pounds of cargo during 
the duration of the Haitian relief ef-
fort. They also set up the logistics at 
the airport, which was destroyed. 

After the tragic 2004 tsunami that 
devastated much of South Asia, Travis 
delivered more than 2 million pounds 
of supplies, providing a full third of the 
entire U.S. relief effort. Given their 
broad contribution to humanitarian 
causes around the world, it’s clear that 
the 60th Air Mobility Wing and Team 
Travis valiantly fulfill their motto of 
being ‘‘America’s First Choice.’’ 

Not only is Travis a vital and valued 
base furthering American missions and 
humanitarianism abroad, it is also a 
very, very important part of the So-
lano County economy. Travis spends 
roughly $300 million a year in Solano 
County. They are the largest sector of 
the economy, and at least 5,600 jobs 
outside of the air base are included. 

For the past 12 years, our good 
friend, IKE SKELTON, has been a con-
sistent supporter of Travis, and I want 
to thank him for the honor of pre-
senting this bill today and for his sup-
port in making it possible for this bill 
to move beyond this committee. He has 
been an extraordinary leader. 

Today, let’s honor the Travis Air 
Force Base entire family while offering 
our condolences to the families of the 
bravest of the brave servicemembers of 
Team Travis and all of those who have 
lost their lives in the defense of the 
United States. Travis is home to thou-
sands of heroes, and it is my privilege 
and honor to represent them here in 
Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support House Resolution 1585. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of 
House Resolution 1585, as amended, 
which honors the service and sacrifice 
of the 60th Air Mobility Wing, the 15th 
Expeditionary Mobility Task Force, 
and the 615th Contingency Response 
Wing, civilians and families serving at 
Travis Air Force Base in California. 

I would like to thank the gentleman 
from California for introducing this 
resolution. I am honored to pay tribute 
to Team Travis and the 13,900 active 
duty members, reservists, and civilians 
who make Travis Air Force Base, lo-
cated in northern California, an inte-
gral part of our Air Force and our Na-
tion’s security. 

The 60th Air Mobility Wing is one of 
the largest mobility organizations and 
has supported operations during World 
War II, the Korean War, and the Per-
sian Gulf War. After September 11, the 
Air Mobility Wing provided close to 
175,000 hours of airlift, refueling, and 
aero-medical evacuation support dur-
ing Operations Enduring Freedom and 
Iraqi Freedom. More recently, the 60th 
Air Mobility Wing supported humani-
tarian aid operations in Darfur. 

After the devastating earthquake 
struck Haiti earlier this year, Team 
Travis was first to provide humani-
tarian airlift and continued support 
with search and rescue, medical efforts, 
and the delivery of more than 1 million 
pounds of cargo. 

Mr. Speaker, I would be remiss if I 
did not also pay tribute to the incred-
ible families of these brave airmen who 
waited at home while their loved one 
answered our Nation’s call. Some of 
these airmen have paid the ultimate 
price to defend our freedom, and I offer 
my condolences to their families. We 
are proud of Team Travis. Therefore, 
Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge all Mem-
bers to support this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 1585, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground 
that a quorum is not present and make 
the point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 
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HONORING NATIONAL GUARD ON 

374TH ANNIVERSARY 
Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1740) recog-
nizing and honoring the National 
Guard on the occasion of its 374th anni-
versary. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1740 

Whereas the National Guard celebrates its 
374th birthday on December 13, 2010; 

Whereas the National Guard and its cit-
izen-soldiers have participated in all major 
American conflicts, most recently Operation 
Enduring Freedom, Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, and Operation New Dawn; 

Whereas the National Guard is the oldest 
component of the United States Armed 
Forces; 

Whereas the National Guard has served 
with distinction as America’s first line of de-
fense against natural and man-made disas-
ters within the United States; 

Whereas Colonial and State militias were 
the precursors to the National Guard; 

Whereas the militia stood their ground 
during the opening shots of the Revolu-
tionary War at Lexington Green and Concord 
Bridge in 1775; 

Whereas more than 164,000 members of the 
militia from the 13 colonies served under the 
command of George Washington during the 
Revolutionary War; 

Whereas in 1824, the 2nd Battalion, 11th 
Regiment, New York Artillery became the 
first military organization in the United 
States to adopt the title ‘‘National Guard’’; 

Whereas during the Mexican War of 1846- 
1848, more than 70 percent of the total man-
power effort was from citizen-soldiers 
through volunteer militiamen; 

Whereas the Union and Confederate Armies 
relied heavily on militias and volunteer regi-
ments during the Civil War of 1861-1865; 

Whereas on April 15, 1861, President Abra-
ham Lincoln invoked the Calling Forth Act 
of 1792 and ordered 75,000 militiamen into 
Federal service for 90 days; 

Whereas during the Spanish-American War 
in 1898, over 160,000 National Guardsmen vol-
unteered for active duty; 

Whereas a group of National Guardsmen 
from Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma and 
Texas were called the ‘‘Rough Riders’’ and 
were led by Lieutenant Colonel and future 
United States President Theodore ‘‘Teddy’’ 
Roosevelt; 

Whereas in 1902, Major General Charles W. 
Dick, commander of the Ohio Division of the 
National Guard and a member of the United 
States House of Representatives, became 
president of the National Guard Association; 

Whereas the Militia Act of 1903 created the 
modern National Guard and affirmed the Na-
tional Guard as the primary organized com-
bat reserve force of the Armed Forces; 

Whereas in World War I, the National 
Guard made up 40 percent of the United 
States combat divisions; 

Whereas the National Defense Act of 1920 
established the Army of the United States, 
to consist of the Regular Army, the Orga-
nized Reserve Corps, and the National Guard, 
when called into Federal service; 

Whereas an amendment to the National 
Defense Act enacted on June 15, 1933, estab-
lished the National Guard of the United 
States as a reserve component of the Army; 

Whereas the National Security Act of 1947 
established the Air National Guard as a re-
serve component of the Air Force; 

Whereas more than 300,000 members of the 
National Guard, including 18 infantry divi-
sions, participated in World War II; 

Whereas more than 138,000 members of the 
Army National Guard and more than 45,000 
members of the Air National Guard were 
called to active duty during the Korean War; 

Whereas almost 23,000 members of the 
Army and Air National Guard were mobi-
lized for two years of active duty during the 
Vietnam War; 

Whereas more than 70,000 members of the 
Army and Air National Guard were called 
upon to participate in Operation Desert 
Shield and Operation Desert Storm in 1990 
and 1991; 

Whereas since the attacks on September 
11, 2001, hundreds of thousands of members of 
the Army and Air National Guard have been 
called upon by their States and the Federal 
Government to provide security at home and 
combat terrorism abroad; and 

Whereas more than 50,000 members of the 
Army and Air National Guard were deployed 
in the Gulf States following Hurricane 
Katrina in 2005: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) thanks the members of the National 
Guard for their service in response to the at-
tacks on September 11, 2001, and their con-
tinuing role in homeland security and mili-
tary operations; 

(2) supports providing the National Guard 
with the necessary resources to ensure its 
readiness; 

(3) expresses its condolences and gratitude 
to the families of those members of the Na-
tional Guard who have lost their lives 
through their dedication and commitment to 
the freedom and security of the United 
States while serving in the National Guard; 
and 

(4) honors and supports the compassionate, 
courageous, and dedicated members of the 
National Guard who serve a critical role in 
protecting the United States and its citizens’ 
freedoms and treasured liberties. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. GARAMENDI) and the 
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks on the 
resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 

b 1510 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in support of House Resolution 
1740 introduced by our colleague from 
Ohio (Mr. LATTA) which recognizes the 
374th birthday of the Nation’s military 
first responder, our National Guard. I 
looked at that, too, and I said, ‘‘374? 
How could that be?’’ 

Well, on December 13, 2010, we will 
celebrate the enormous contributions 
that our Nation’s citizen soldiers and 
airmen have contributed to our na-
tional defense for over 300 years. Our 
forefathers relied on its citizen soldiers 
to protect this young Nation. Today we 
continue to rely on our citizen soldiers 
to protect the values and inalienable 
rights that Americans enjoy today. 

Our men and women in the National 
Guard not only volunteer to serve over-
seas in our national defense, they are 
also an integral part of our local com-
munities, providing assistance, sup-
port, and protection to their neighbors 
and loved ones in cases of natural and 
manmade disasters within the United 
States. 

The history of the National Guard 
began back during the very earliest 
days of our Nation. The colonists 
adopted the English militia system 
which required all males between the 
ages of 16 and 60 to bear arms and con-
tribute to the defense of their commu-
nities. In those early days, the militia 
provided the first line of defense in our 
Nation and it continues to do so to this 
very day. 

Throughout our Nation’s conflicts, 
the National Guard has been an inte-
gral part of our country’s national de-
fense. During World War I, the Na-
tional Guard made up 40 percent of 
America’s combat divisions. The Na-
tional Defense Act of 1933 established 
the National Guard as a reserve compo-
nent of the Army. And in 1947 the Na-
tional Security Act established the air 
component of the National Guard as a 
reserve component of the Air Force. 

More than 300,000 members of the Na-
tional Guard participated in World War 
II. And over 180,000 members of the Na-
tional Guard participated in the Ko-
rean War, and nearly 23,000 deployed in 
support of the Vietnam War. More than 
50,000 members of the National Guard 
were deployed in the Gulf States in 
support of Hurricane Katrina. Today, 
almost a quarter of a million members 
of the National Guard have mobilized 
in support of Operation Noble Eagle, 
Operation Enduring Freedom, Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom, and Operation 
New Dawn. 

Today we are here to express our ap-
preciation to those who served in the 
National Guard and their families, who 
are also making a contribution in de-
fense of this Nation. We are here to ex-
press our gratitude and respect for 
those in the National Guard who have 
given their lives in defense of our Na-
tion. Our sympathy and prayers are 
with their families and loved ones. 
Their sacrifice is noted and will not be 
forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support House Resolution 1740 and join 
us as we wish America’s National 
Guard a happy 374th birthday. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
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