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I urge the adoption of the Senate amend-

ments to H.R. 4783. 
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to express my sincere happiness that 
the House of Representatives passed by a 
vote of 256–152, the Claims Resolution Act. I 
regret that I was unable to vote on this land-
mark legislation and would like the RECORD to 
reflect that had I been able to vote, I would 
have voted yea. 

The Claims Resolution Act includes provi-
sions that many black farmers and American 
Indians have literally been waiting decades 
for. H.R. 4783 contains funding to implement 
the settlements of the Pigford class action law-
suit involving past discrimination against black 
fanners by the Agriculture Department and the 
Cobell class action lawsuit involving funds for 
American Indians mismanaged by the Interior 
Department. 

I voted for this legislation twice earlier this 
year as the House has passed funding for the 
Pigford and Cobell settlement—first in passing 
the American Jobs and Closing Tax Loopholes 
Act and then in adopting an amendment to the 
FY 2010 Supplemental—but both bills were 
blocked by Republicans in the Senate. 

That is why I am so pleased that Senate 
was finally able to pass this important legisla-
tion and now, with passage in the House, it 
will go to the President’s desk for signature, fi-
nally closing this dark episode in American 
history. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of the Senate Amendments to H.R. 
4783, the Claims Resolution Act, and Cobell 
and Pigford II settlements now included. 

In 1996, Indian plaintiffs, including Eloise 
Cobell, filed a class action suit against the fed-
eral government for mismanagement of Indian 
trust land and other assets. During the 13 
years that followed, courts repeatedly ruled in 
favor of the plaintiffs assertions that the gov-
ernment violated its trust responsibility, did not 
provide accurate accounting, and did not pro-
vide Indians with their share of the revenue 
from the Individual Indian Money (IIM) ac-
counts. One year ago, on December 8, 2009, 
the plaintiffs and the U.S. Interior and Justice 
Departments announced a $3.4 billion settle-
ment for this long-running suit. 

This settlement should have been approved 
by Congress in a timely manner. Too many 
deadlines for Congressional action have 
passed this year, requiring the settlement par-
ties to keep extending the approval deadline. 
Tribal members whose trust accounts were 
mismanaged have waited too long for com-
pensation. Already this year, I have voted for 
funding the settlement twice. Both times the 
funding passed the House only to have the 
funds stripped by Republican obstruction in 
the Senate. Finally, on November 19, the Sen-
ate passed the approval for the settlement in 
the Senate Amendments to H.R. 4783, the 
Claims Resolution Act, and sent it back to us. 

In addition, I applaud the $1.15 billion settle-
ment of the Pigford II class action lawsuit for 
finally rectifying an injustice that is an inexcus-
able stain on our Nation’s history. In 1910, Af-
rican American farmers owned 15 million 
acres of land. Now, that number has dwindled 
to two million acres. This settlement rep-
resents an important step forward towards en-
suring the fair and equal treatment of all farm-
ers, regardless of their race. 

These injustices have been perpetrated for 
decades, and today the House has the oppor-
tunity to vote again to uphold our end of the 
trust relationship with all American Indians and 
Alaska Natives and settle discrimination claims 
made by African American farmers. 

Though these funds come decades too late 
for many of the people affected, it is important 
for the U.S. Government to recognize the 
many past wrongs inflicted on the indigenous 
people of this country and black farmers who 
have been discriminated against. This is a 
vote that will make a difference in hundreds of 
thousands of lives, finally beginning to right 
some wrongs. 

For far too long, American Indian trust ac-
count holders and African American farmers 
have had to wait for justice. Today there will 
be justice, but it will not come without a fight 
against bigotry, intolerance, and the cham-
pions of inequality. The fact that some Repub-
lican voices, including a Member from Min-
nesota, are calling the settlement with African 
American farmers a fraud and a scam reflects 
the very racial intolerance and discrimination 
that are at the root of this settlement. 

With this legislation, the Federal Govern-
ment can honor its commitment in a fiscally 
responsible manner. The funding is completely 
offset. The Senate passed it by unanimous 
consent. If it passes the House today, it will go 
directly to the President for his signature. I 
urge my colleagues to vote yes on the Senate 
Amendments to H.R. 4783 because American 
Indians and African American farmers have 
waited long enough. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 4783, Claims Resolu-
tion Act, as amended by the Senate to resolve 
claims against the United States government 
related to the Pigford class action lawsuit, and 
the Cobell class action lawsuit. The Claims 
Resolution Act included several provisions ad-
dressing a long-delayed justice for tens of 
thousands of African-Americans and hundreds 
of thousands of Native Americans. 

In 1999, a federal judge approved a settle-
ment agreement in a class action lawsuit 
(Pigford v. Glickman) filed by African-Ameri-
cans farmers against the United States De-
partment of Agriculture, USDA, for denying 
them federal loans, disaster assistance, and 
other services. Under this agreement, black 
farmers, who were eligible and filed a com-
plaint against the USDA by July 1, 1997, were 
to receive compensation resulting from dis-
crimination practices. However, tens of thou-
sands of black farmers filed after the cutoff 
date because they reported not receiving or 
being notified of any information regarding a 
filing deadline. Therefore, they were not in-
cluded in this class action to receive com-
pensation. As a result, black farmers and the 
federal government have been fighting over 
this issue for years. 

H.R. 4783 is a bill that contained a provision 
to provide some relief to those that were left 
out of the original class action. This legislative 
measure provides an estimated $1.15 billion to 
resolve the longstanding Pigford case. In addi-
tion, other legislative language was included in 
H.R. 4783 to address an injustice against the 
Native Americans regarding a long-running 
class action lawsuit (Cobell v. Salazar). 

The Cobell class action lawsuit alleged that 
the Interior Department mismanaged billions of 

dollars in grazing land, gas, oil and other roy-
alties owed to hundreds of thousands of 
American Indians. H.R. 4783 resolves claims 
against the government regarding the govern-
ment’s management and accounting for over 
500,000 individual Indians’ trust accounts. This 
provision is estimated to cost $3.412 billion. 

H.R. 4783 is a bill that is long overdue to 
address past failures and misjudgments of the 
United States Department of Agriculture and 
Department of the Interior toward African- 
American farmers and Native Americans. Mov-
ing forward as a Nation, we hope that we can 
build on the existence of our past to learn 
from our failures and to move forward without 
any racial, gender, and religious malice. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to clause 1(c) of rule XIX, 
further consideration of this motion is 
postponed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

HONORING AIR WINGS AT TRAVIS 
AIR FORCE BASE 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1585) honoring 
and recognizing the exemplary service 
and sacrifice of the 60th Air Mobility 
Wing, the 349th Air Mobility Wing, the 
15th Expeditionary Mobility Task 
Force, and the 615th Contingency Re-
sponse Wing civilians and families 
serving at Travis Air Force Base, Cali-
fornia, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1585 

Whereas the base originally named Fair-
field-Suisun Army Air Base, the ‘‘Gateway 
to the Pacific’’, was renamed Travis Air 
Force Base in 1951; 

Whereas Team Travis includes the 13,900 
active duty, reservists, and civilians of the 
60th Air Mobility Wing, the 349th Air Mobil-
ity Wing, the 15th Expeditionary Mobility 
Task Force, the 615th Contingency Response 
Wing, and their families; 

Whereas the 60th Air Mobility Wing, one of 
the Air Force’s largest air mobility organiza-
tions, significantly contributed to the de-
fense of our Nation during World War II, the 
Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Persian 
Gulf War, and operations Enduring Freedom 
and Iraqi Freedom; 

Whereas, after the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, Team Travis played major 
roles in providing airlift, air refueling, and 
aero medical evacuation in support of Oper-
ations Enduring and Iraqi Freedom, flying 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 09:49 Sep 17, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00053 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\H30NO0.002 H30NO0pm
an

gr
um

 o
n 

D
S

K
3V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T00:22:20-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




