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South Carolina, and this nation with the high-
est distinction for the past twenty nine years. 

His distinguished career in public service 
began on the Hanahan Planning Commission 
and City Council in 1981. Four years later, he 
was elected to the South Carolina House of 
Representatives and he became the first Re-
publican Chairman of the Ways and Means 
Committee. In that capacity, just like President 
Ronald Reagan, he successfully led the fight 
for the largest tax cut in the history of the 
state. It has been his consistent view that the 
hardworking men and women of South Caro-
lina deserve to keep more of their hard earned 
money and not the government. 

After serving fifteen years in the South 
Carolina legislature, HENRY BROWN was over-
whelmingly elected by the voters of the 1st 
Congressional District and for the past decade 
has served on the House Committees on Nat-
ural Resources, Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture and Veterans’ Affairs. He has also served 
as the Co-Chairman of the Coastal Caucus, 
Congressional Friends of Canada Caucus, 
Congressional Shellfish Caucus and the Port 
Security Caucus. 

For the past two Congresses, he has served 
as the Ranking Republican on the House Nat-
ural Resources Subcommittee on Insular Af-
fairs, Oceans and Wildlife. By working in a bi-
partisan manner with the Chairwoman of that 
Subcommittee, the Honorable MADELEINE Z. 
BORDALLO of Guam, HENRY BROWN was suc-
cessful in having at least two of his legislative 
proposals enacted into law. These include 
H.R. 3891, the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation Act Amendments of 2008 and 
H.R. 1454, the Multinational Species Con-
servation Funds Semipostal Stamp Act of 
2010. Congressman BROWN remains hopeful 
that prior to adjournment this year, the Senate 
will adopt his bill, H.R. 509, the Marine Turtle 
Conservation Reauthorization Act which 
passed the House of Representatives last 
year. 

While these represent just a few of the leg-
islative proposals he has championed, his tire-
less dedication and leadership in sponsoring 
H.R. 1454 is an excellent example of why the 
people of the 1st Congressional District in 
South Carolina have come to know their Rep-
resentative as a ‘‘workhorse’’ and not a ‘‘show 
horse’’. 

Let me spend just a few minutes talking 
about H.R. 1454. This is a remarkable bill, 
which I was pleased to co-sponsor. At a time 
of record federal deficits, this proposal will 
raise a significant amount of money to save 
some of the most beloved and endangered 
iconic wildlife species on this planet without 
spending a single dime of taxpayer money. In 
addition, while the 111th Congress will be re-
membered for its highly partisan environment, 
this bill was co-sponsored by 86 Democrats 
and 68 Republicans. Even more remarkable, it 
has been endorsed by more than 40 different 
organizations including the Humane Society of 
the United States and Safari Club Inter-
national, two groups that do not agree on 
many issues. 

Under this simple but innovative approach, 
the American people will be given the oppor-
tunity to voluntarily purchase U.S. postal 
stamps and certain proceeds from their sale 
will assist in saving African and Asian ele-

phants, rhinoceros, tigers, Great Apes and 
marine turtles for future generations. This leg-
islation is a tribute to Congressman BROWN’s 
perseverance and leadership. 

During his distinguished career in public 
service, the hard work of Congressman HENRY 
BROWN has not gone unnoticed. In fact, 
among the awards he has received are the 
College of Charleston’s Founders Medal in 
2005, the National Republican Legislator of 
the Year Award, the South Carolina Associa-
tion of Realtors Legislator of the Year, the 
South Carolina Taxpayers Watchdog Award 
and the Order of the Palmetto in 2000. This 
award is the highest honor a civilian can re-
ceive from the State of South Carolina. 

Madam Speaker, at the end of this year, 
this outstanding representative of the people 
of the 1st Congressional District will return to 
his beloved farm in Berkeley County, South 
Carolina. I wish him and his entire family the 
very best in the future. 
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HONORING JUAN ANTONIO ‘‘CHI 
CHI’’ RODRIGUEZ 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 30, 2010 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Juan Antonio ‘‘Chi Chi’’ Rodri-
guez for the remarkable work he has done to 
improve the lives of so many at-risk youth. 
The same dedication and determination he 
displayed on the golf course is now readily ap-
parent in his community service through youth 
programs. 

While visiting a juvenile detention center in 
Florida, Mr. Rodriguez realized a better way to 
help at risk children succeed. Through dis-
cipline and responsibility on the golf course, 
instructors work with youth to build self-es-
teem, character, work ethic, social adjustment, 
and academic performance. 

To realize his goals of helping to advance 
children both intellectually and morally, Mr. 
Rodriguez has been instrumental in raising 
over $4 million for his youth foundation, which 
supports his Academy. I am honored that that 
Chi Chi Rodriguez Academy is in my Congres-
sional District. 

I addition to the 600 children that benefit an-
nually from the inspiration of his programs on 
the golf course, Mr. Rodriguez has been able 
to provide more than 430 scholarships over 
the past three years to help Latino youth at-
tend institutions of higher education. 

Mr. Rodriguez’s dedication to improving the 
lives of children is truly inspirational. He has 
expanded his personal successes into youth 
programs based in love and respect and has 
laid a foundation in which pupils build con-
fidence, learn discipline, and gain positive 
educational experiences. 

Madam Speaker, it is my privilege to speak 
of the contributions stemming from Mr. 
Rodriguez’s vision not just in my community, 
but throughout the nation, and I strongly en-
courage passage of H. Res. 1430. 

TRIBUTE TO WILBUR PILLMAN, 
JR. 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 30, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to the memory of a beloved citizen of 
Mobile, Alabama and denizen of the arts who 
passed away October 15, 2010. 

Wilbur Pillman was a graduate of McGill In-
stitute and served with the U.S. Navy, Pacific 
Theatre, during World War II. He was a tal-
ented artist, dancer and director, appearing in 
many musical productions of the Mobile 
Catholic Theatre Guild later the Mobile The-
atre Guild. He was president of the First The-
atre of the Deep South in Prichard, took part 
in Mobile Optimist Club’s annual minstrel, and 
served in many church, civic and social orga-
nizations as performer and director. 

Wilbur formed and directed the Phi Gamma 
Chi High School Sorority annual ‘‘Follies’’ for 
many years, and directed and performed in 
the Alpha Delta Kappa Sorority’s annual ‘‘Min-
strel’’. He directed and performed in the Amer-
ican Business Women’s yearly ‘‘Riverboat Fol-
lies’’ as well as the Insurance Women’s an-
nual show for ‘‘Boss Wright’’ He co-directed 
and performed in the annual Epsilon Chapter, 
and the Phi Delta Kappa Business Men’s Fra-
ternity show for the March of Dimes. 

Wilbur also served as guest artist, director 
and performer for many local conventions, the 
Convent of Mercy’s annual ‘‘Soiree’’, as well 
as the Shriner’s annual charity benefit shows. 
Mr. Pillman had the lead in three local produc-
tions of ‘‘The Music Man’’ as well as starring 
as ‘‘George M’’. 

He also lent his talents to many of Mobile’s 
Mardi Gras Mystic Societies where he de-
signed costumes, wrote tableaus, narrated the 
balls, choreographed the skits, and often per-
formed to open some of the balls. Through the 
University of South Alabama he spoke for 
many years to the visiting ‘‘Snowbirds’’ on the 
history and background of Mardi Gras and its 
activities, often appearing in a colorful cos-
tume. He was a regular volunteer at the Mo-
bile Carnival Museum as a docent from its be-
ginning. 

As a member of his beloved Mystic Stripers 
Society since 1955, he was knighted into the 
Royal Order of Stripers in 2000, being the 
third recipient of this honor. In 2008, upon the 
celebration of his 50th year as the society’s of-
ficial Court Jester, Wilbur was honored by the 
Stripers when the theme of their annual pa-
rade and ball was based around the Court 
Jester, and he also served as Grand Marshall 
for two of Mobile’s women’s Mystic Organiza-
tions parades. 

Wilbur was an icon of the Mobile area per-
forming arts and especially Mardi Gras, and 
his absence will be deeply felt across our 
community. 

On behalf of the people of Mobile, I offer my 
condolences to his sister, Miss Alilee Pillman; 
his grandchildren, Elizabeth, Michael, Joseph, 
Mary Grace, Sarah and Emma Rose Kennedy, 
Christina, Jennifer, and Theresa Cranford, 
Claire, Sophie, and Dane Arden, and Aubrey 
River Gewehr and his many many friends. 
You are all in our thoughts and prayers. 
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