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S. 3998. A bill to extend the Child Safety 

Pilot Program; considered and passed. 
By Mr. VITTER: 

S. 3999. A bill to provide for reductions in 
the number of employees in Federal depart-
ments and agencies, freeze Federal employee 
compensation, reduce funding to the White 
House and Congress, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 2747 

At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2747, a bill to amend the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund 
Act of 1965 to provide consistent and 
reliable authority for, and for the fund-
ing of, the land and water conservation 
fund to maximize the effectiveness of 
the fund for future generations, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3934 

At the request of Mr. WICKER, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3934, a bill to provide tax relief 
for persons affected by the discharge of 
oil in connection with the explosion on, 
and sinking of, the mobile offshore 
drilling unit Deepwater Horizon. 

S. 3950 

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3950, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide for the application of a con-
sistent Medicare part B premium for 
all Medicare beneficiaries for 2011. 

S. 3981 

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3981, a bill to provide for a 
temporary extension of unemployment 
insurance provisions. 

S. 3992 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3992, a bill to authorize the cancella-
tion of removal and adjustment of sta-
tus of certain alien students who are 
long-term United States residents and 
who entered the United States as chil-
dren and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4626 

At the request of Mr. UDALL of Colo-
rado, the name of the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. BINGAMAN) was added 
as a cosponsor of amendment No. 4626 
intended to be proposed to S. 3454, an 
original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2011 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. CRAPO, and Mr. 
MERKLEY): 

S. 3993. A bill to expand geothermal 
production, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources. 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to join with my colleagues 
from Idaho and Oregon, Senator JAMES 
RISCH, Senator MIKE CRAPO, and Sen-
ator JEFF MERKLEY, in introducing the 
Geothermal Production Expansion Act 
of 2010. This legislation will amend an 
already existing law—the Geothermal 
Steam Act—governing the way the 
Federal Government leases public 
lands for the development of geo-
thermal energy projects. 

Geothermal energy facilities provide 
a continuous supply of renewable en-
ergy with very few environmental im-
pacts. Although the United States has 
more geothermal capacity than any 
other country, this potential has been 
barely tapped. This shortfall is partly 
due to the high initial cost and risk in-
volved in locating and developing geo-
thermal resources. Like oil and natural 
gas exploration, until exploration and 
production wells are actually drilled, 
the true energy value of the site is not 
known nor is the full extent of the un-
derground reservoir or energy source. 

This legislation is intended to expand 
the future production of geothermal 
energy on federally-owned lands by 
taking some of the uncertainty and 
guess work out of the leasing and de-
velopment process by allowing the In-
terior Department to issue geothermal 
leases for adjacent lands on a non-com-
petitive basis, based on fair-market 
value. This would allow a geothermal 
developer to expand a successful geo-
thermal lease without being forced into 
a bidding war with speculators or unco-
operative competitors who might 
threaten project expansion or even pre-
vent the project from reaching com-
mercial scale. 

Under current law, the Department 
of Interior is charged with issuing geo-
thermal energy leases through a com-
petitive lease sale. There are, however, 
several situations where the Depart-
ment is allowed to issue non-competi-
tive leases, for example, if there were 
no competitive bids offered, or where 
there is an already existing mining 
claim, or where the geothermal energy 
will be used directly on site for heating 
or other uses and not sold as elec-
tricity. This legislation would add an 
additional category of non-competitive 
leases for lands that are immediately 
adjacent to an existing, competitively- 
awarded, geothermal lease where there 
is an identified, validated geothermal 
energy discovery. They would not just 
be given away to an existing lease 
holder. These non-competitive leases 
would be made at fair-market value as 

independently determined by the De-
partment of Interior. They could also 
not be taken away from any existing 
lease holder, if they were already 
leased, nor could they be removed from 
competitive leasing if they had already 
been nominated to be competitively 
leased. 

These safeguards are intended to in-
sure that this new non-competitive 
lease authority is a limited exception 
to the general policy of competitive 
leasing for geothermal resources on our 
public lands. At the same time, this 
new authority will help ensure that 
when and where a geothermal resource 
has been discovered, the project devel-
oper will be able to tap that resource 
and turn it into a viable, commercial 
energy business and provide clean, re-
newable energy for our country. 

This bill is a companion to bipartisan 
legislation sponsored by Representa-
tive JAY INSLEE in the House of Rep-
resentatives. The House Committee on 
Natural Resources held hearings on the 
underlying House bill, H.R. 3709, in 
February of this year. The legislation 
Sen. RISCH and I are introducing today 
incorporates changes resulting from 
those hearings, primarily making it 
clear that any non-competitive leases 
issued under this authority would be at 
fair-market value. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the addi-
tional material was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3993 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Geothermal 
Production Expansion Act of 2010’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds that— 
(1) it is in the best interest of the United 

States to develop clean renewable geo-
thermal energy; 

(2) development of that energy should be 
promoted on appropriate Federal land; 

(3) under the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 
U.S.C. 15801 et seq.), the Bureau of Land 
Management is authorized to issue 3 dif-
ferent types of noncompetitive leases for 
production of geothermal energy on Federal 
land, including— 

(A) noncompetitive geothermal leases to 
mining claim holders that have a valid oper-
ating plan; 

(B) direct use leases; and 
(C) leases on parcels that do not sell at a 

competitive auction; 
(4) Federal geothermal energy leasing ac-

tivity should be directed towards persons 
seeking to develop the land as opposed to 
persons seeking to speculate on geothermal 
resources and artificially raising the cost of 
legitimate geothermal energy development; 

(5) developers of geothermal energy on 
Federal land that have invested substantial 
capital and made high risk investments 
should be allowed to secure a discovery of 
geothermal energy resources; and 

(6) successful geothermal development on 
Federal land will provide increased revenue 
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