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because I was giving birth to my baby daugh-
ter. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 592 on H. 
Res. 1430, honoring and saluting golf legend 
Juan Antonio ‘‘Chi Chi’’ Rodriguez for his com-
mitment to Latino youth programs of the Con-
gressional Hispanic Caucus Institute, I am not 
recorded because I was absent because I was 
giving birth to my baby daughter. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 593 on H.J. 
Res. 101, making further continuing appropria-
tions for Fiscal Year 2011, I am not recorded 
because I was absent because I was giving 
birth to my baby daughter. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 594 on H. 
Res. 1217, honoring Fort Drum’s soldiers of 
the 10th Mountain Division for their past and 
continuing contributions to the security of the 
United States, I am not recorded because I 
was absent because I was giving birth to my 
baby daughter. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Madam Speaker, on rollcall No. 595 on H. 
Res. 1724, commending the City of Jackson-
ville, Arkansas, for its outstanding support in 
creating a unique and lasting partnership with 
Little Rock Air Force Base, members of the 
Armed Forces stationed there and their fami-
lies, and the Air Force, I am not recorded be-
cause I was absent because I was giving birth 
to my baby daughter. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, 

on H. Res. 1217, I was unavoidably de-
tained. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

b 1550 

ACCREDITATION OF ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 1338) a bill to require the ac-
creditation of English language train-
ing programs, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 1338 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. ACCREDITATION OF ENGLISH LAN-

GUAGE TRAINING PROGRAMS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 101(a) of the Im-

migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (15)(F)(i), by striking ‘‘a 
language’’ and inserting ‘‘an accredited lan-
guage’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(52) The term ‘accredited language train-

ing program’ means a language training pro-
gram that is accredited by an accrediting 
agency recognized by the Secretary of Edu-
cation.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the amendments made by sub-
section (a) shall— 

(A) take effect on the date that is 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act; 
and 

(B) apply with respect to applications for a 
nonimmigrant visa under section 
101(a)(15)(F)(i) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(F)(i)) that 
are filed on or after the effective date de-
scribed in subparagraph (A). 

(2) TEMPORARY EXCEPTION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 

101(a)(15)(F)(i) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act, as amended by subsection (a), 
during the 3-year period beginning on the 
date of the enactment of this Act, an alien 
seeking to enter the United States to pursue 
a course of study at a language training pro-
gram that has been certified by the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security and has not 
been accredited or denied accreditation by 
an entity described in section 101(a)(52) of 
such Act may be granted a nonimmigrant 
visa under such section 101(a)(15)(F)(i). 

(B) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT.—An alien 
may not be granted a nonimmigrant visa 
under subparagraph (A) if the sponsoring in-
stitution of the language training program 
to which the alien seeks to enroll does not— 

(i) submit an application for the accredita-
tion of such program to a regional or na-
tional accrediting agency recognized by the 
Secretary of Education within 1 year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act; and 

(ii) comply with the applicable accrediting 
requirements of such agency. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker and Members, S. 1338 
requires that visas for foreign students 
seeking to attend English schools in 
the United States only be granted 
when the student attends a school ac-
credited by an agency recognized by 
the Secretary of Education. What we 
found, in short, is that some of these 
language schools are undermining the 
laudable mission of this visa program. 
And it has been determined that many 
of them are not even attending schools. 

So thanks to the diligence of the 
chairman of the Committee on Finan-
cial Services, BARNEY FRANK, we have 
introduced the bill. The Senate has 
passed the same bill. Now it is over 
here for our final approval. But before 
I reserve the balance of my time, I 
would thank LAMAR SMITH, the ranking 
member of the Judiciary Committee. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, I support S. 1338, 
which requires the accreditation of 
English language training programs for 
student visa holders, and I am a co-
sponsor of the House version of the bill. 
Accreditation of English programs will 
ensure that foreign students here on 
temporary visas receive the high-level 
English language education they de-
serve and expect. And this legislation 
will help give the students a positive 
experience in America as well. 

The bill prevents fraud in the student 
visa program and raises the quality of 
English language training programs in 
the United States. It does so by requir-
ing accreditation, which is achieved 
only after certain learning criteria are 
met. 

Under the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, a foreign national can get a 
student visa to study at a U.S. college, 
high school, or other learning institu-
tion such as an established ‘‘language 
training program approved by the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security after con-
sultation with the Secretary of Edu-
cation.’’ This bill requires that a non-
immigrant foreign student seeking to 
enter the United States to study at a 
language training program must enroll 
in a program that is recognized and ac-
credited by the Secretary of Education. 
The Senate has passed this legislation 
by unanimous consent, and I urge my 
colleagues to support it as well. 

Intensive English Programs (‘‘IEPs’’) serve 
to teach English to foreign students. There are 
90,000 such students in the United States. 
The programs range in length from two weeks 
to one year, but average 12 weeks. There are 
nearly 1,000 IEP’s in the U.S., and students 
must study a minimum of 18 hours per week 
to meet their visa requirements. 

Currently all IEPs must be officially recog-
nized, but that sometimes means there is just 
a check to see that the building in which the 
IEP is supposedly located, actually exists. The 
result of such lax monitoring is widespread 
fraud in the IEP community. 

Illegitimate IEPs either do not teach English 
well or serve as scams for individuals who 
want to come to the United States through 
fraudulent means. In April 2008, the Los An-
geles Times reported, ‘‘The operator of two 
English language schools was charged 
Wednesday with running a scheme that al-
lowed foreign nationals, including several Rus-
sian prostitutes, to fraudulently obtain student 
visas to enter and stay in the United States.’’ 
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