
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 156, Pt. 13 18577 December 1, 2010 
America today, and that is the estate 
tax. That one is the most ominous of 
them all. If we aren’t able to reach an 
agreement on these tax brackets by the 
end of this lame duck session and if we 
are just in the condition that we are in 
today in that there is no certainty and 
where the $1 trillion or $2 trillion of 
capital that is sitting on the sidelines 
doesn’t get released and invested into 
our economy, that’s bad. We’ve already 
seen a lot of months of it, so another 
month of it doesn’t devastate us com-
pletely, although it would be a great 
Christmas present. 

I know people would be sitting 
around the family shop, figuring out, 
We can add onto this production line. 
Let’s hire this person here. Let’s make 
this part of our operation go. Let’s 
open up a new business over here. 

These things would be going on. That 
would all happen if we could get these 
tax brackets made permanent between 
now and the end of this wounded, crip-
pled lame duck session that we have of 
this repudiated Congress that has been 
renounced by the American people. 

Another month of it isn’t as bad as 
what happens if we go another month 
with the estate tax hanging over our 
heads the way it is, because I will tell 
you that what will happen is there will 
be thousands of Americans who are 
lying on their death beds—some in hos-
pices around the country, some in hos-
pital beds, some of them lying at 
home—and there will be decisions 
made by them and their families. 

Somebody who is lying there, who 
has got some years on him and a lot of 
life behind him, knowing he doesn’t 
have much ahead of him, will say, 
Don’t put me on life support. Don’t 
give me any life-saving treatment. Let 
me pass away in 2010 because, if that 
happens, then you’ll get the full inher-
itance of my life’s work. 

That’s what he will say. He’ll make 
that decision. 

He’ll tell his loved ones, Don’t extend 
my life. Don’t give me extra ways to 
feed me. Don’t give me IVs. Let me lie 
here. Put me in hospice now, and let 
me slowly die. 

That’s what will be said over and 
over again. 

There will be those who will go fur-
ther. There will be those who will de-
cide they want to end their lives so 
that their children don’t have to pay 
an onerous estate tax that will have, as 
of midnight on December 31, a $1 mil-
lion exemption. After that, there will 
be an up to 55 percent tax on the bal-
ance. 

I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, how that 
works in the neighborhood where I live. 
Let’s just say there is somebody there 
who is 90 years old, and he went out 
and bought some land early on in life, 
and he leveraged it and bought another 
piece of land. He slowly paid for that, 
and ended up with a couple sections of 
land paid for. That’s 2 square miles. 

That’s 640 acres times two. That’s 1,280 
acres paid for. That’s the nest egg that 
he worked all his life for. Maybe he 
worked 70 or more years to put that to-
gether. He paid the tax on the income, 
and retired the principal and paid the 
interest, and there it sits for his chil-
dren. Maybe he has got five children 
there around that death bed. 

If he passes away in the first second 
of 2011—by the way, there will be death 
certificates that are backdated, too. 
They’ll be back-timed, probably not 
backdated. They’ll be back-timed past 
midnight so the estate tax won’t apply. 
But let’s just say there are two sec-
tions of land, five kids. He passes away 
in the first second of 2011, and the 
death certificate says so. Here is what 
happens to those two sections of land: 

The $1 million exemption doesn’t 
really touch the value of those two 
good valuable sections of land, so you 
can take one section out of there. 
There’s the 55 percent tax to pay the 
taxman, to pay the death tax. It takes 
one whole section of land, 1 square 
mile, to pay the Federal Government. 
The second component of that is the 
section of land that is split up five 
ways because of the five kids. 

So what they have is actually two 
sections of land—one that is essen-
tially debt free because the other one 
has gone to pay the taxes, and it gets 
split five ways. Everyone has got 20 
percent equity. They can’t buy that 
land back and keep it in tact. It takes 
a long time to put a unit together, to 
put the building site together, to get 
the storage that’s there for the grain 
and the livestock and all the pieces to 
work. It doesn’t just work to go out 
there and say, Well, here’s another 
piece of land that’s the same or you 
can operate an operation that’s half 
the size with only 20 percent equity. So 
it wipes out both sections of land. They 
sell out the whole legacy. A century of 
work or more goes out the window be-
cause we have a death tax that comes. 
The bell tolls on the death tax at mid-
night, December 31. 

It is cruel, unconscionable and, I 
think, a sin for this Congress not to ad-
dress that before that time. 

So, Mr. Speaker, being very well 
aware of the clock and the duties that 
we all have here, I want to thank my 
friend from Texas for coming to the 
floor and for volunteering that valu-
able input that we have. 

I appreciate your indulgence here 
this evening and the privilege to ad-
dress you on the floor of the House of 
Representatives. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS (at the re-
quest of Mr. BOEHNER) for today and 
the balance of the week on account of 

the birth of her baby girl born Decem-
ber 1 at 12:21 a.m. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. CARNAHAN) to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:) 

Mr. YARMUTH, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. KLEIN of Florida, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. RICHARDSON, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GRAYSON, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mrs. SCHMIDT) to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:) 

Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes, De-
cember 8. 

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, December 
8. 

(The following Members (at their own 
request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, for 5 
minutes, today. 

Mr. CLAY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. REYES, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CARNAHAN, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GARAMENDI, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mrs. DAVIS of California, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
Ms. SHEA-PORTER, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania, for 

5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CLEAVER, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California, 

for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. TAYLOR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. QUIGLEY, for 5 minutes, today. 

f 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED 

Bills of the Senate of the following 
titles were taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 3386. An act to protect consumers from 
certain aggressive sales tactics on the Inter-
net, to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

S. 3987. An act to amend the Fair Credit 
Reporting Act with respect to the applica-
bility of identity theft guidelines to credi-
tors to the Committee on Financial Services. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled bills of the House of the fol-
lowing titles, which were thereupon 
signed by the speaker: 
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