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Beyond his service to Glendale Christian 

Church, Pastor Bell is also very active in the 
community. He is currently serving as Com-
missioner of the Hardin County Water District 
#2, Chaplin of the Hardin County Chamber of 
Commerce, is a member of the Board of Re-
gents for Louisville Bible College and is on the 
Board of Directors for Helping Hand. 

Pastor Bell is also the announcer for Hardin 
County High School football games and for 
both the boys and girls basketball teams. 

A testament to Pastor Bell’s dedication to 
the community can be seen in his regular vis-
its to those in hospitals and nursing homes, 
and also through his outreach to widows, who 
often need help with physician visits, financial 
decisions and home maintenance. 

Pastor Bell and his wife Sharon have been 
married for 44 years and are the proud par-
ents of two sons, Jon Michael and Christopher 
David, and proud grandparents of Samantha 
and Caehla. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Pastor Michael L. Bell for his stead-
fast commitment, service and dedication. 
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TRIBUTE TO VERLE BURGASON 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the retirement of Verle Burgason, co- 
owner and board chairman of the Ames Trib-
une in Ames, Iowa. His dedication and com-
mitment to the citizens of the community is ap-
preciated and unequaled. 

Verle has spent the last 57 years devoted to 
journalism, reporting the stories that impacted 
the community, the state, and the Nation. 
Known for his honesty and straightforward-
ness, Verle was a champion of accurate and 
unbiased writing. During his career, he earned 
the Iowa Newspaper Association’s Master Edi-
tor and Publisher award, and deservedly so. 

Verle’s devotion to the community didn’t 
only find expression through journalism. He 
was active in United Way, served as president 
of the Ames Chamber of Commerce, and 
served on the board of directors at a local 
bank. He was also extensively involved in 
church leadership, demonstrating his deep be-
lief in morals, ethics, and a higher power. 
Verle correctly asserted that community serv-
ice is a duty that everyone is obligated to fill— 
an assertion that I whole-heartedly agree with 
and support. 

I know that my colleagues in the United 
States Congress will join me in commending 
Verle Burgason for his decades of service at 
the Ames Tribune and to the Ames commu-
nity. It is an honor to serve as his representa-
tive, and I wish Verle and his wife Jo a happy 
and healthy retirement. 

CONGRATULATING MAJ. GEN. 
(RET.) CHARLES METCALF 

HON. STEVE AUSTRIA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mr. AUSTRIA. Madam Speaker, it is an 
honor to join the people of Ohio’s Seventh 
Congressional District in congratulating Maj. 
Gen. (Ret.) Charles Metcalf upon his retire-
ment as director of the National Museum of 
the U.S. Air Force. 

Prior to his service as director, he served in 
the U.S. Air Force for nearly 36 years on ac-
tive duty in a variety of financial management 
and planning positions, retiring in 1991 in the 
grade of major general. His awards and hon-
ors include the Distinguished Service Medal 
with oak leaf cluster, the Defense Superior 
Service Medal, and the Legion of Merit. 

Following his retirement from active duty, 
General Metcalf began his service as head 
administer for the museum in 1996 and in 
2005 he was appointed to the Senior Execu-
tive Service. 

For the last 14 years he has managed the 
world’s largest and oldest military aviation mu-
seum. The internationally acclaimed museum 
is located on the Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base in Dayton, Ohio and portrays the herit-
age and traditions of the Air Force through 
specialized exhibits. 

Under General Metcalf’s management, the 
museum had flourished. In 2003, the museum 
began a long-term, multi-phased expansion 
with the building of the Eugene W. Kettering 
Cold War Gallery and the Missile Gallery, as 
well as the renovations to the Korean War ex-
hibit. With these new additions, the museum 
provides more than 17 acres of indoor exhi-
bition space. Future plans call for a Space 
Gallery, a Presidential Aircraft Interpretive 
Center, and a Global Reach Gallery. 

During his tenure, General Metcalf in-
creased museum attendance from 800,000 to 
nearly 1.4 million visitors and achieved the 
highest national recognition for a museum, the 
American Association of Museums accredita-
tion in 1998 and reaccreditation in 2008. 

General Metcalf also led the charge in 
changing the name of the museum, which was 
previously known as the United States Air 
Force Museum. The change reinforces the 
museum’s national mission and its world-class 
collection, placing it at a level with the Smith-
sonian National Air and Space Museum in 
Washington, DC, the National Museum of 
Naval Aviation in Pensacola, Florida, and the 
National Museum of the Marine Corps. 

General Metcalf has been dedicated to sup-
porting the motto of the museum, ‘‘we are the 
keepers of their stories.’’ He will forever be re-
membered for his advocacy for preserving our 
heritage to honor our veterans, many who 
gave their lives to protect our freedoms. The 
work he has done will stand as a lasting 
monument to the memory of those who have 
gone before, as well as his dedication to the 
exploration of our nation’s history. 

In addition to his duties as director, he pro-
vides technical and professional guidance to 
the U.S. Air Force Heritage Program which in-
cludes 12 Air Force field museums and 260 
domestic and international heritage sites. 

He also was very active outside of his work 
at the museum and currently serves as the 
vice president of the Central Region for Boy 
Scouts of America, as well as on the organiza-
tion’s Leadership and Standards Committee. 
He is a former member of the Oakwood, Ohio 
City Council, and previously served on the 
Board of Directors for the Greater Dayton 
United Way, Ohio; the Board of Trustees for 
the County Corp Development, Dayton, Ohio; 
the Board of Directors for Greater Dayton 
Public Television, Ohio; and the National 
Alumni Board, Michigan State University. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my fellow colleagues 
to join me and the constituents of Ohio’s Sev-
enth Congressional District in congratulating 
General Charles Metcalf for his outstanding 
service to our nation and the State of Ohio. 
His work today has ensured that the museum 
will see many future successes and our na-
tion’s history will be preserved for generations 
to come. 
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HONORING RICHARD JOHN PASTOR 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today I 
rise to honor the extraordinary life of Richard 
John Pastor and mourn him upon his passing 
at the age of 79. 

Born on June 22, 1931, Richard Pastor 
dedicated his life to serving his community 
and his country. After honorably serving his 
country as a member of the United States 
Army, Richard came home to proudly become 
the second generation owner of his family’s 
three generation Michigan based construction 
business, George H. Pastor and Sons. 

Regrettably, on November 27, 2010, Rich-
ard Pastor passed from this earthly world to 
his eternal reward. He is survived by his be-
loved wife of 54 years, Carol and his children, 
Craig, Mahala, John, Tim, and Sharon. Pre-
ceding him in death was his son Keith. Rich-
ard leaves a legacy of 12 grandchildren and 
was a devoted brother to Jean and Robert. A 
courageous and honorable man, Richard will 
be sorely missed. 

Madam Speaker, Richard Pastor is remem-
bered as a compassionate father, a dedicated 
husband, honorable soldier, caring business 
owner, involved leader, and a true friend. 
Richard was a man who deeply treasured his 
family, friends, community and his country. 
Today, as we bid Richard John Pastor fare-
well, I ask my colleagues to join me in mourn-
ing his passing and honoring his unwavering 
patriotism and legendary service to our coun-
try and community. 
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OPIC CONTRIBUTES TO DEFICIT 
REDUCTION 

HON. DONALD A. MANZULLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mr. MANZULLO. Madam Speaker, two 
weeks ago, the Treasury Department released 
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