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the details of the Federal budget deficit for 
Fiscal Year 2010. While many of the numbers 
were grim, at least one federal agency—the 
Overseas Private Investment Corporation, 
OPIC—reported a net income of nearly $260 
million and contributed a net positive balance 
to the Federal budget deficit of $352 million in 
FY 10. In fact, this represents the 33rd con-
secutive year that OPIC has made a positive 
contribution to the Federal budget. These 
numbers were also confirmed by an inde-
pendent external auditor, KPMG. 

OPIC’s earnings are generated through fees 
charged to users of their financing and insur-
ance programs, as well as interest earned on 
its growing reserves, which now total about $5 
billion. Because OPIC charges market-based 
fees for its products, it operates on a self-sus-
taining basis at no net cost to the taxpayers. 
This is not counting the tax revenue generated 
by the more than 274,000 U.S. jobs that OPIC 
projects have supported over the past 39 
years. In FY 10, OPIC-supported projects are 
estimated to generate $624 million in U.S. ex-
ports and to support nearly 1,000 American 
jobs. Eighty of the 97 projects supported by 
OPIC in FY 10 involved U.S. small busi-
nesses. 

Thus, it would be counterproductive to close 
down OPIC because that action would actually 
reduce an incoming revenue stream to the 
Federal government and exasperate our budg-
et deficit problem. In addition, if OPIC were 
terminated, many current users of OPIC would 
simply switch to investment insurance and fi-
nancing programs of foreign governments, 
which would result in the shifting of U.S. jobs 
and tax revenue overseas, because there is 
no private company that provides long-term 
political risk insurance. That is why I encour-
age Congress to pass a multi-year reauthor-
ization bill for OPIC, S. 705/H.R. 5975. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, on 
rollcall No. 584, had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ALEXA LINGREN 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the achievement of Alexa Lingren, a 4– 
H member from Pilot Mound, Iowa, who re-
cently received a leadership project award 
from the Mary Jo and Glen Mente Endowment 
and the 4–H Foundation. This award is given 
only to those who demonstrate leadership in 
4–H and in their local communities. I would 
like to express my congratulations to Alexa for 
receiving this award and my appreciation to 
her for her leadership. 

For the last eight years, Alexa has been an 
active leader in 4–H. She served on the 4–H 

council in Boone County, served as club presi-
dent, and received many state awards in citi-
zenship. She also participated in the safety, 
swine, sheep, and self-determined 4–H project 
areas, and she was named the runner-up fair 
queen at the Boone County Fair. 

4–H has enabled Alexa to be an active 
leader within her community. Alexa co-chaired 
six community improvement grants that bene-
fitted both the local youth shelter and area 
farmers. She believes that 4–H has given her 
the talent and the skills to help others, which 
she finds to be enriching. 

I commend Alexa Lingren for her service to 
4–H and her community, and I know my col-
leagues in Congress will join me in congratu-
lating Alexa for her achievement. It is an 
honor to represent Alexa in Congress, and I 
wish her the best of luck in the future. 

f 

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF 
MR. RAYMOND MATJASIC 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and remembrance of Mr. Ray-
mond Matjasic, a nationally honored photog-
rapher. His passionately accumulated exper-
tise covered events such as the Marine Corps 
during World War II, Major League Baseball’s 
1948 and 1954 World Series, and the Presi-
dential Inaugurations of Presidents Nixon and 
Carter. 

Mr. Matjasic was born in Cleveland, Ohio in 
1920 and remained a lifelong resident of the 
area. Ray began his career with the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer at the age of nine as a paper de-
livery boy. After graduating from John Hay 
High School, he began working in the Plain 
Dealer’s circulation department. It was during 
this time that his interest for photography was 
peaked. As a Marine, Matjasic photographed 
his colleagues during World War II in the 
South Pacific. Upon his return to Cleveland in 
1945 he joined the Plain Dealer’s photo de-
partment. Mr. Matjasic was the Plain Dealer’s 
chief photographer from 1964 until his retire-
ment in 1983. Throughout his illustrious ca-
reer, Mr. Matjasic won dozens of awards, and 
was named to the Cleveland Press Club Hall 
of Fame. 

Photography was more than just a job for 
Mr. Matjasic, it was a passion that he loved to 
share with others. He traveled and lectured at 
many colleges and universities including Ohio 
State University, Bowling Green State Univer-
sity, and Kent State University. He also helped 
establish and served as vice president of the 
Cleveland Chapter of the Marine Corps Com-
bat Correspondents Association. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and remembrance of Mr. Ray-
mond Matjasic. I offer my condolences to his 
daughter Judith and three grandchildren. Mr. 
Matjasic will always be remembered for his 
brave service to our country and as an iconic 
photographer. 

MEDIA COVERAGE OF DREAM ACT 
ONE-SIDED 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speaker, dur-
ing the lame duck session, Democrats in Con-
gress want to pass the DREAM Act, which 
uses taxpayer dollars to give illegal immigrants 
amnesty and in-state tuition at public univer-
sities. 

The national media are doing their best to 
help. 

For example, out of 13 recent articles re-
garding the DREAM Act in The Washington 
Post, The New York Times, and The Los An-
geles Times, 11 were overwhelmingly one- 
sided and sympathetic to illegal immigrants. 

That means 85% were biased. 
In one such article, the term ‘‘conservative’’ 

was used to describe opponents of the legisla-
tion, but not one of the left-wing amnesty 
groups or activists mentioned in the article 
was described as ‘‘liberal.’’ 

The national media should give Americans 
all the facts about immigration, not just one 
side. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ALBANIAN 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Albanian Independence Day. 
As the Albanian community in Greater Cleve-
land gathers to celebrate, I join them in appre-
ciation of their rich history and culture. 

Known as Day of the Flag among Alba-
nians, November 28, 1912 marks the day that 
the Republic of Albania became a sovereign 
nation after approximately 500 years of occu-
pation by the Ottoman Empire. After this lib-
eration, the country still faced 51 years of oc-
cupation under fascist Italy and the Soviet 
Union, emerging again in 1991. In part be-
cause they spent so many years under foreign 
rule, the Albanian people take deep pleasure 
in their independence. 

This pleasure manifests each year on the 
Day of the Flag, marked by concerts, ban-
quets, and celebrations. In Tirana, the nation’s 
capitol, the President, Prime Minister, and 
Mayor appear at a flag raising ceremony and 
visit the graves of soldiers who fell in battle. 
Despite the cold, enthusiastic citizens attend 
the ceremony, waving the national colors. 

Cleveland is home to a strong Albanian 
community, descendants of late nineteenth 
century immigrants and people seeking free-
dom and opportunity after World War II. This 
community has succeeded in preserving their 
heritage while wholeheartedly supporting 
American society, thereby contributing to the 
unique richness and diversity of our national 
culture. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and celebration of the Albanian 
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Day of the Flag. May every American of Alba-
nian heritage hold memories of their past for-
ever in their hearts, remembering the day that 
their forbears gained their freedom. 

f 

HONORING CHARLIE KRUSE 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Charlie Kruse, Presi-
dent of the Missouri Farm Bureau, who is retir-
ing after 18 years of service. 

Charlie is a proud native of Stoddard Coun-
ty where he and his wife own and operate a 
grain farm. He is a graduate of Arkansas State 
University and the University of Missouri, 
where he earned his master of science in 
agronomy in 1973. 

Recognizing Charlie’s exceptional talent and 
commitment to agriculture, Missouri Governor 
John Ashcroft appointed him director of the 
Missouri Department of Agriculture in 1985. In 
1990, Kruse served on President George 
Bush’s Council on Rural America, the only 
Missourian named to the Council. He also 
served on U.S. Trade Representative Carla 
Hills’ Intergovernmental Advisory Committee 
and on USDA’s Federal Grain Inspection 
Service Advisory Committee. In 1991, Kruse 
accepted the position of executive vice presi-
dent of the North American Equipment Deal-
ers Association, and resigned that position in 
August 1992 to seek the presidency of Mis-
souri Farm Bureau. 

In his 18 years as president of the Missouri 
Farm Bureau, Kruse has helped countless 
Missouri farmers who have reaped the bene-
fits of his advocacy. The Missouri Farm Bu-
reau is losing a capable and experienced 
leader whose tireless efforts have served to 
benefit all of our State’s citizens, including me. 
During his tenure, Missouri Farm Bureau has 
seen tremendous growth in membership from 
77,000 to over 108,000 farm families. 

The accomplishments during Charlie 
Kruse’s career are far too numerous to list. 
We are thankful for his efforts not only at the 
local and State levels but also the Federal 
level. From his testimony before Congress to 
his many advisory positions at USDA and in-
volvement with the most recent farm bill, Char-
lie’s unwavering support for sound and re-
sponsible agricultural policy serves as a model 
to everyone in the industry. 

Charlie has so much to be proud of beyond 
his accomplishments in the policy arena. Mis-
souri cannot thank him enough for his service 
in the Missouri National Guard and to the Uni-
versity of Missouri. I would like to take this op-
portunity to express my personal gratitude for 
all that he has given. 

As he returns home to Stoddard County, 
Charlie can do so with great pride, knowing 
that in the span of his career he has accom-
plished so much and helped so many. While 
he will be missed, I wish him the very best 
that retirement has to offer. 

In closing, Madam Speaker, I ask all my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Charlie 
Kruse for his service to the State of Missouri 
and to American agriculture. 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN H. WEED 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to John H. Weed upon his retire-
ment from the Ohlone College Board of Trust-
ees in Fremont, California. Mr. Weed attended 
his final board meeting on November 10, 
2010. First elected in 1977, he served on the 
Board of Trustees for 33 years. 

Mr. Weed holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Civil Engineering and Juris Doctor of Law de-
gree from the University of Santa Clara. He 
received a Master of Business Administration 
in Finance from Eastern New Mexico Univer-
sity. He was a Graduate Research Associate 
in Agricultural Economics and a graduate stu-
dent with the Department of Hydrology and 
Water Resources at the University of Arizona. 

He has been an elected director of the Ala-
meda County Water District since November 
1995. Since 1990, Mr. Weed has served as a 
Director of the Bay Area Water Supply and 
Conservation Agency and Regional Financial 
Authority, representing customers of the Hetch 
Hetchy Water System. 

Mr. Weed is a member of Rotary Inter-
national, and he has been or is currently in-
volved in myriad civic activities, which include 
the Alameda County Bicentennial Commis-
sion, the city of Fremont Historical Architec-
tural Review Board, State of California Herit-
age Task Force, Association of Water Agen-
cies, Washington Township Historical Society, 
the Alameda County Library System, and the 
City of Fremont’s Regulatory Review Commis-
sion. 

I wish John Weed all the best upon his re-
tirement from the Ohlone College Board of 
Trustees. Mr. Weed describes the heart of 
Ohlone College as ‘‘the wonderful service it 
provides the community.’’ I join the community 
in thanking him for his three decades of serv-
ice, and appreciating him for a job well done. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, due to ill-
ness, I was unable to participate in the fol-
lowing votes. If I had been present, I would 
have voted as follows: 

NOVEMBER 29, 2010 
Rollcall vote 581, On Motion to Suspend the 

Rules and Pass—H.R. 5877, To designate the 
facility of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 655 Centre Street in Jamaica Plain, 
Massachusetts, as the ‘‘Lance Corporal Alex-
ander Scott Arredondo, United States Marine 
Corps Post Office Building’’—I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall vote 582, On Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree—H. Res. 771, Supporting 
the goals and ideals of a National Mesothe-
lioma Awareness Day—I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

NOVEMBER 30, 2010 

Rollcall vote 583, On Agreeing to the Reso-
lution—H. Res. 1736, Providing for consider-
ation of the Senate amendments to the bill 
(H.R. 4783) to accelerate the income tax ben-
efits for charitable cash contributions for the 
relief of victims of the earthquake in Chile, and 
to extend the period from which such contribu-
tions for the relief of victims of the earthquake 
in Haiti may be accelerated—I would have 
voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall vote 584, On Motion to Concur in 
the Senate Amendments—H.R. 4783, To ac-
celerate the income tax benefits for charitable 
cash contributions for the relief of victims of 
the earthquake in Chile, and to extend the pe-
riod from which such contributions for the re-
lief of victims of the earthquake in Haiti may 
be accelerated—I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall vote 585, On Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree, as Amended—H. Res. 
1585, Honoring and recognizing the exemplary 
service and sacrifice of the 60th Air Mobility 
Wing, the 349th Air Mobility Wing, the 15th 
Expeditionary Mobility Task Force, and the 
615th Contingency Response Wing civilians 
and families serving at Travis Air Force Base, 
California—I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall vote 586, On Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree—H. Res. 1740, Recognizing 
and honoring the National Guard on the occa-
sion of its 374th anniversary—I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

DECEMBER 1, 2010 

Rollcall vote 587, On Ordering the Previous 
Question—H. Res. 1742, Providing for consid-
eration of S. 3307, the Healthy, Hunger-Free 
Kids Act—I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall vote 588, On Agreeing to the Reso-
lution—H. Res. 1742, Providing for consider-
ation of S. 3307, the Healthy, Hunger-Free 
Kids Act—I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall vote 589, On Agreeing to the Reso-
lution—H. Res. 1741, Providing for consider-
ation of H.J. Res. 101, Making further con-
tinuing appropriations for fiscal year 2011, and 
for other purposes—I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall vote 590, On Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree—H. Con. Res. 323, Sup-
porting the goal of ensuring that all Holocaust 
survivors in the United States are able to live 
with dignity, comfort, and security in their re-
maining years—I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall vote 591, On Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree—H. Res. 1735, Condemning 
North Korea in the strongest terms for its 
unprovoked military attack against South 
Korea on November 23, 2010—I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall vote 592, On Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree, as Amended—H. Res. 
1430, Honoring and saluting golf legend Juan 
Antonio ‘‘Chi Chi’’ Rodriguez for his commit-
ment to Latino youth programs of the Con-
gressional Hispanic Caucus Institute—I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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