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Day of the Flag. May every American of Alba-
nian heritage hold memories of their past for-
ever in their hearts, remembering the day that 
their forbears gained their freedom. 

f 

HONORING CHARLIE KRUSE 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Charlie Kruse, Presi-
dent of the Missouri Farm Bureau, who is retir-
ing after 18 years of service. 

Charlie is a proud native of Stoddard Coun-
ty where he and his wife own and operate a 
grain farm. He is a graduate of Arkansas State 
University and the University of Missouri, 
where he earned his master of science in 
agronomy in 1973. 

Recognizing Charlie’s exceptional talent and 
commitment to agriculture, Missouri Governor 
John Ashcroft appointed him director of the 
Missouri Department of Agriculture in 1985. In 
1990, Kruse served on President George 
Bush’s Council on Rural America, the only 
Missourian named to the Council. He also 
served on U.S. Trade Representative Carla 
Hills’ Intergovernmental Advisory Committee 
and on USDA’s Federal Grain Inspection 
Service Advisory Committee. In 1991, Kruse 
accepted the position of executive vice presi-
dent of the North American Equipment Deal-
ers Association, and resigned that position in 
August 1992 to seek the presidency of Mis-
souri Farm Bureau. 

In his 18 years as president of the Missouri 
Farm Bureau, Kruse has helped countless 
Missouri farmers who have reaped the bene-
fits of his advocacy. The Missouri Farm Bu-
reau is losing a capable and experienced 
leader whose tireless efforts have served to 
benefit all of our State’s citizens, including me. 
During his tenure, Missouri Farm Bureau has 
seen tremendous growth in membership from 
77,000 to over 108,000 farm families. 

The accomplishments during Charlie 
Kruse’s career are far too numerous to list. 
We are thankful for his efforts not only at the 
local and State levels but also the Federal 
level. From his testimony before Congress to 
his many advisory positions at USDA and in-
volvement with the most recent farm bill, Char-
lie’s unwavering support for sound and re-
sponsible agricultural policy serves as a model 
to everyone in the industry. 

Charlie has so much to be proud of beyond 
his accomplishments in the policy arena. Mis-
souri cannot thank him enough for his service 
in the Missouri National Guard and to the Uni-
versity of Missouri. I would like to take this op-
portunity to express my personal gratitude for 
all that he has given. 

As he returns home to Stoddard County, 
Charlie can do so with great pride, knowing 
that in the span of his career he has accom-
plished so much and helped so many. While 
he will be missed, I wish him the very best 
that retirement has to offer. 

In closing, Madam Speaker, I ask all my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Charlie 
Kruse for his service to the State of Missouri 
and to American agriculture. 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN H. WEED 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to John H. Weed upon his retire-
ment from the Ohlone College Board of Trust-
ees in Fremont, California. Mr. Weed attended 
his final board meeting on November 10, 
2010. First elected in 1977, he served on the 
Board of Trustees for 33 years. 

Mr. Weed holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Civil Engineering and Juris Doctor of Law de-
gree from the University of Santa Clara. He 
received a Master of Business Administration 
in Finance from Eastern New Mexico Univer-
sity. He was a Graduate Research Associate 
in Agricultural Economics and a graduate stu-
dent with the Department of Hydrology and 
Water Resources at the University of Arizona. 

He has been an elected director of the Ala-
meda County Water District since November 
1995. Since 1990, Mr. Weed has served as a 
Director of the Bay Area Water Supply and 
Conservation Agency and Regional Financial 
Authority, representing customers of the Hetch 
Hetchy Water System. 

Mr. Weed is a member of Rotary Inter-
national, and he has been or is currently in-
volved in myriad civic activities, which include 
the Alameda County Bicentennial Commis-
sion, the city of Fremont Historical Architec-
tural Review Board, State of California Herit-
age Task Force, Association of Water Agen-
cies, Washington Township Historical Society, 
the Alameda County Library System, and the 
City of Fremont’s Regulatory Review Commis-
sion. 

I wish John Weed all the best upon his re-
tirement from the Ohlone College Board of 
Trustees. Mr. Weed describes the heart of 
Ohlone College as ‘‘the wonderful service it 
provides the community.’’ I join the community 
in thanking him for his three decades of serv-
ice, and appreciating him for a job well done. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, due to ill-
ness, I was unable to participate in the fol-
lowing votes. If I had been present, I would 
have voted as follows: 

NOVEMBER 29, 2010 
Rollcall vote 581, On Motion to Suspend the 

Rules and Pass—H.R. 5877, To designate the 
facility of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 655 Centre Street in Jamaica Plain, 
Massachusetts, as the ‘‘Lance Corporal Alex-
ander Scott Arredondo, United States Marine 
Corps Post Office Building’’—I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall vote 582, On Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree—H. Res. 771, Supporting 
the goals and ideals of a National Mesothe-
lioma Awareness Day—I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

NOVEMBER 30, 2010 

Rollcall vote 583, On Agreeing to the Reso-
lution—H. Res. 1736, Providing for consider-
ation of the Senate amendments to the bill 
(H.R. 4783) to accelerate the income tax ben-
efits for charitable cash contributions for the 
relief of victims of the earthquake in Chile, and 
to extend the period from which such contribu-
tions for the relief of victims of the earthquake 
in Haiti may be accelerated—I would have 
voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall vote 584, On Motion to Concur in 
the Senate Amendments—H.R. 4783, To ac-
celerate the income tax benefits for charitable 
cash contributions for the relief of victims of 
the earthquake in Chile, and to extend the pe-
riod from which such contributions for the re-
lief of victims of the earthquake in Haiti may 
be accelerated—I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall vote 585, On Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree, as Amended—H. Res. 
1585, Honoring and recognizing the exemplary 
service and sacrifice of the 60th Air Mobility 
Wing, the 349th Air Mobility Wing, the 15th 
Expeditionary Mobility Task Force, and the 
615th Contingency Response Wing civilians 
and families serving at Travis Air Force Base, 
California—I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall vote 586, On Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree—H. Res. 1740, Recognizing 
and honoring the National Guard on the occa-
sion of its 374th anniversary—I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

DECEMBER 1, 2010 

Rollcall vote 587, On Ordering the Previous 
Question—H. Res. 1742, Providing for consid-
eration of S. 3307, the Healthy, Hunger-Free 
Kids Act—I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall vote 588, On Agreeing to the Reso-
lution—H. Res. 1742, Providing for consider-
ation of S. 3307, the Healthy, Hunger-Free 
Kids Act—I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall vote 589, On Agreeing to the Reso-
lution—H. Res. 1741, Providing for consider-
ation of H.J. Res. 101, Making further con-
tinuing appropriations for fiscal year 2011, and 
for other purposes—I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall vote 590, On Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree—H. Con. Res. 323, Sup-
porting the goal of ensuring that all Holocaust 
survivors in the United States are able to live 
with dignity, comfort, and security in their re-
maining years—I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall vote 591, On Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree—H. Res. 1735, Condemning 
North Korea in the strongest terms for its 
unprovoked military attack against South 
Korea on November 23, 2010—I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall vote 592, On Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Agree, as Amended—H. Res. 
1430, Honoring and saluting golf legend Juan 
Antonio ‘‘Chi Chi’’ Rodriguez for his commit-
ment to Latino youth programs of the Con-
gressional Hispanic Caucus Institute—I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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CELEBRATING THE 100TH BIRTH-

DAY OF SHIRLEY G. ROSENBAUM 

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the 100th birthday of Shir-
ley G. Rosenbaum, the pride of New York 
State. 

Born on December 7th, 1910, in Oswego, 
New York, Shirley grew up with a deep love 
and appreciation for her community and coun-
try. She married Jack Rosenbaum in 1927, 
and they had two children, Elise and Richard. 
Richard, under Shirley’s steady guidance, be-
came a Justice of the New York State Su-
preme Court and Chairman of the New York 
State Republican Committee. 

Shirley is a parent who never ceases to en-
courage her children to achieve their dreams. 
She always stressed to Elise and Richard the 
value of education in achieving those dreams. 

In Shirley’s 100 years, she has lived through 
some of the most difficult and joyous times in 
American history. No matter the challenge, 
Shirley has maintained a warm home, loving 
family, and an appreciation for the small 
pleasures in life. An avid bowler, Shirley is no 
stranger to 200+ games. She is quite the 
bridge player and loves to create word games. 
Her family is her greatest pride though, Elise 
and Richard, six grandchildren, 18 great 
grandchildren, and even one great great 
grandchild. 

For her devotion to her family and her coun-
try, I ask my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives to please rise and 
join me in honoring Shirley G. Rosenbaum on 
the occasion of her 100th birthday. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE CUYAHOGA 
COUNTY FORECLOSURE MEDI-
ATION PROGRAM 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and recognition of the Cuya-
hoga County Common Pleas Court Fore-
closure Mediation Program. 

The Foreclosure Mediation Program was in-
troduced in 2008 by Judge Eileen T. Galla-
gher. As the chair of the Court’s Foreclosure 
Committee and Foreclosure Mediation Sub-
committee, as well as a former magistrate in 
the Court’s Foreclosure Department, she was 
in a unique position to see the difficulties 
homeowners face and to develop a solution. 

Through the program, many middle- and 
lower-class families have been able to stay in 
their homes through the remediation proce-
dures the program offers. The results have 
been impressive; in 2009 alone, of the 821 
foreclosure cases sent to remediation, 451 of 
them were successful. 

The Foreclosure Mediation Program has 
been so successful that it has been nationally 
recognized. It was recently honored when its 

program director, Andrea Kinast and Common 
Pleas Court Committee Chair, Judge Eileen T. 
Gallagher received an invitation to the ‘‘Clos-
ing the Justice Gap for America’s Working 
Families’’ event at the White House, on No-
vember 19, 2010. This event presents a great 
opportunity to highlight the program’s success 
and draw attention to its potential use as a 
model for the rest of the nation. 

Madam Speaker and Colleagues, please 
join me in honoring the Cuyahoga County 
Foreclosure Mediation Program. The hard- 
working and dedicated staff has been able to 
keep many people in their homes, preserving 
our community and helping to save the finan-
cial integrity and personal dignity of those who 
have run into difficulties. I applaud and en-
courage their efforts to assist those in need. 

f 

HONORING LAUREN PERRY FOR 
HER SERVICE TO TENNESSEE’S 
SIXTH CONGRESSIONAL DIS-
TRICT 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, today I rise to recognize Lauren 
Perry for her contributions to Tennessee’s 
Sixth Congressional District. Lauren has 
served as my executive assistant and sched-
uler in Washington, DC, and served as field 
representative in my Murfreesboro, Ten-
nessee, office prior to moving to our Nation’s 
capital. She will soon join the staff of my col-
league Congressman JOHN BARROW of Geor-
gia, and I am confident she will be a great ad-
dition there. 

A fellow graduate of Middle Tennessee 
State University, Lauren first came to my of-
fice through her hard work on my 2008 cam-
paign. Although Lauren grew up nearby in 
Lawrenceburg, she quickly came to call 
Murfreesboro home. When she joined my staff 
as a field representative in 2009, she helped 
my constituents obtain their Social Security 
and Medicare benefits and helped students 
with concerns related to federal student loans. 
Lauren was enthusiastic, capable and quick to 
help all constituents who came through our 
door. Her kindhearted, compassionate nature 
endeared her to many people who were going 
through rough times and just needed some 
help cutting through government redtape. 

In June, Lauren left the big city of 
Murfreesboro and headed to a really big city, 
Washington, DC, to experience work on Cap-
itol Hill. When the scheduler position became 
available, Lauren stepped in and rose to the 
challenge. In a short time she mastered the 
complexities of the job and put her organiza-
tional skills to good use on major logistical 
projects, such as archiving my congressional 
papers for our alma mater. 

Lauren’s professionalism and positive atti-
tude have made her a great addition to the of-
fice. She generously shared her home-baked 
treats with the office and became an integral 
part of the team. Her tiny dog, Nona, even 
graced us with occasional visits to the office in 
her leopard-print Snuggie, further brightening 
the mood. 

Madam Speaker, I and the rest of the staff 
will miss Lauren, but we are thrilled about this 
newest chapter in her career. I’ve had the 
pleasure of meeting her family, and I know 
she makes them proud. Lauren, I and your 
colleagues here in DC and in Tennessee wish 
you all the best in the future. 

f 

HONORING ELIZABETH ZUBITIS 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 1, 2010 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Elizabeth Zubitis, who will 
retire on January 5, 2011 after 47 years of ac-
tive membership and leadership in the Wash-
ington State Democratic Party. I ask that my 
colleagues join me in honoring Ms. Zubitis for 
her commitment to public service, civic en-
gagement, her extensive accomplishments 
within her community, and her undertakings as 
a local leader of the Democratic Party. 

Born in Alberta, Canada, Elizabeth Zubitis 
and her family moved to Moscow, Idaho 
where she became a naturalized citizen of the 
United States. Soon after, she became an ac-
tive member of the Democratic Party. She 
began her career in the party as a Democratic 
Precinct Committee Officer in 1964. Over the 
course of her career, Ms. Zubitis has been the 
treasurer of the Pierce County Democratic 
League in the Washington State Federation of 
Democratic Women, the chair of Washington 
State’s 2nd Legislative District Democrats, the 
chair of the State’s 29th Legislative District 
Democrats, and served a four-year term as 
the chair of the Pierce County Democrats. 

Additionally, Ms. Zubitis has been an active 
member of the Coalition of Labor Union 
Women and the Lady Garment Workers 
Union, which was later incorporated into the 
United Food and Commercial Workers Union. 
She became and served for many years as a 
full-time union representative for the United 
Food and Commercial Workers Union, and re-
tired from this post in 1999. 

Having been recognized by several organi-
zations as a noteworthy person, Ms. Zubitis 
has proven to be an inspiring role model for 
girls and women in the community. Among her 
many accolades, she has received the Warren 
G. Magnuson Award for State Committee 
Woman of the Year in 2001 and the Glass 
Ceiling Award. Ms. Zubitis’s retirement will 
mark the end of her two-year term as Chair of 
Washington State’s 30th Legislative District 
Democrats. Her long list of accomplishments 
is made more impressive by her success as a 
mother of five children and a loving grand-
mother. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
join me in congratulating Elizabeth Zubitis on 
her many remarkable achievements, her ven-
erable service to her community, and her re-
tirement after 47 years of committed involve-
ment with the Washington State Democrats. 
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