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HONORING ASHBEL T. (‘‘A.T.’’) 

WALL, II 

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 2, 2010 

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Ashbel T. ‘‘A.T.’’ Wall, II for 
his stewardship in Rhode Island’s Jail Diver-
sion and Trauma Recovery Program—Priority 
to Veterans. His contributions have been vital 
to the success of this program. His work with 
this important issue is simply unmatched. 

Rhode Island’s Jail Diversion and Trauma 
Recovery Program—Priority to Veterans ad-
dresses the needs of individuals with mental 
illness such as post traumatic stress disorder 
and trauma related disorders involved in the 
justice system. In recognition of the dramati-
cally higher prevalence of trauma related dis-
orders among veterans, this program 
prioritizes eligibility for veterans. 

Director Wall was appointed director of the 
Rhode Island Department of Corrections in 
March 2000. Prior to his appointment he 
served in the capacity of Assistant Director of 
Administration since 1987. He was Interim Di-
rector from October 1999—February 2000. Di-
rector Wall is the first native Rhode Islander 
and first employee from within departmental 
ranks to lead the agency in 22 years. 

As director, Wall oversees a comprehensive 
correctional agency encompassing every as-
pect of Rhode Island’s adult correctional sys-
tem: jails, prisons, probation, parole, transi-
tional housing and home confinement. He is 
responsible for setting policy direction and su-
pervising all operations for a department that 
manages about 3500 pretrial and sentenced 
inmates in eight institutions and 27,000 offend-
ers on probation, parole and community con-
finement. The budget totals approximately 
$160 million and its staff complement is 1,600. 

In addition to his departmental duties, Direc-
tor Wall serves on numerous state and na-
tional commissions on a wide range of topics 
including institutional security, prison over-
crowding, racial disparity and probation and 
parole. He is a member of state’s Information 
Resources Management Board, which sets 
policy for the state’s management information 
systems development. 

He has also served as an expert witness for 
the Federal District Court in the areas of cor-
rectional administration and inmate manage-
ment (security issues, classification and 
gangs) for major litigation on conditions of 
confinement in Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico’s correctional institutions (1994–1999). 

Director Wall has been instrumental in ad-
vancing Rhode Island’s correctional institu-
tions. I wish him all the best as he continues 
his important work on behalf our nation’s he-
roes, our veterans. He will continue to carry 
my own admiration, and that of all who have 
had the privilege to work with him. 

RECOGNIZING THE CENTENNIAL 
OF THE GENERAL VON STEUBEN 
MONUMENT 

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 2, 2010 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise to honor the one hundredth anniversary 
of the dedication of the monument to General 
von Steuben across the street from the White 
House—in Lafayette Park, Washington, DC. 

The monument to General Frederich Wil-
helm von Steuben was dedicated in a cere-
mony presided over by President William H. 
Taft on December 7, 1910. Taking its place 
among the statues of three other European- 
born Revolutionary War heroes, the Steuben 
monument serves as a reminder of the tactical 
foresight and invaluable contributions of Gen-
eral von Steuben to the United States military 
during the American Revolution. 

General von Steuben arrived in the United 
States from Prussia during a period of great 
turmoil for our young country. Facing the su-
perior forces of Great Britain, the American 
military lacked experience, tradition, and prop-
er training. It was under these circumstances 
that General von Steuben wrote to General 
George Washington prior to his arrival in 
1778, stating ‘‘The object of my greatest ambi-
tion is to render your country all the service in 
my power, and to deserve the title of a citizen 
of America by fighting for the cause of liberty.’’ 
General von Steuben is credited with almost 
singlehandedly transforming the Continental 
Army from a group of untrained militias into a 
professional army capable of defeating the 
strongest military in the world. 

In addition to his battlefield heroics, General 
von Steuben’s enduring impact lives on 
through the U.S. Armed Forces’ continuing ref-
erence to his ‘‘Blue Book,’’ which outlines a 
training plan that has served as the standard 
bearer for strategic military preparation. Gen-
eral von Steuben’s contributions and accom-
plishments continue to serve as a source of 
great pride and inspiration for the millions of 
German-Americans living in the United States 
today. 

The Steuben Society, founded in 1919 and 
named in honor of General von Steuben, 
serves to educate the public about matters of 
interest to American citizens of German herit-
age and their families, to encourage participa-
tion in civic affairs, and to perpetuate and en-
hance the understanding of contributions 
made by German Americans to our nation. I 
am proud that the national headquarters of the 
Steuben Society is located in Patchogue, New 
York, which is my district and home to 
130,000 German-American constituents. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
the centennial anniversary of the dedication of 
the General von Steuben monument in Lafay-
ette Park, and I commend the Steuben Soci-
ety for its active role in promoting the culture 
and contributions of German-American citizens 
across the United States. 

HONORING THE NEW HOPE EAGLE 
FIRE COMPANY 

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 2, 2010 

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor mem-
bers of the New Hope Eagle Volunteer Fire 
Company: President/Fire Fighter Jim Finn; 
Chief Craig Forbes; Deputy Chief Frank 
Cosner, Jr.; Fire Fighter Keith McMullen; Fire 
Marshal Daryl Jurbala; Company Secretary 
Linda Rowe, and Fire Fighter/Safety Officer 
Frank Cosner, Sr. 

On September 31, 2010, a giant construc-
tion barge broke free of its anchoring mecha-
nisms and began drifting down the Delaware 
River toward the New Hope-Lambertville 
Bridge. This barge was meant to be a work 
platform and was equipped with a lifter and 
small crane, which could have caused major 
damage to the New Hope-Lambertville Bridge. 
Without the crucial decisionmaking and help of 
the New Hope Fire Company and its volun-
teers, this could have ended in disaster. They 
displayed incredible skill and bravery in their 
actions and for that they are honored. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to recognize 
and honor the individuals for their bravery and 
quick thinking in a time of great distress. I am 
honored to serve as their Congressman. 

f 

CONGRATULATING RAYMOND T. 
AND ROBERTA ‘‘BOBBY’’ WHITE 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 2, 2010 

Mr. DEUTCH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Raymond T. and Roberta 
‘‘Bobby’’ White. Members of the Jewish War 
Veterans Post 266 since November 1997, Ray 
and Bobby’s activism and efforts on behalf of 
south Florida’s Jewish War Veterans are un-
matched. Drawing on their prior experiences 
with veterans organizations, they have proved 
to be great assets within Florida Post 266. 

Ray and Bobby’s hard work on behalf of 
Post 266 was quickly noticed. Shortly after 
their arrival, Bobby was elevated to be com-
mander of the Women’s Auxiliary for Post 266, 
as Ray was named Post commander. It was 
not long before Ray rose to be the com-
mander of the Department in 2003, and he did 
not stop there. 

While serving as the Department Com-
mander of Florida, Ray was appointed by the 
National Commander to the position of chair-
man for the first Committee for Soviet Jewry. 
In this capacity, Ray organized a program of 
installing flag poles and flags from condo or-
ganizations, the first of which was installed for 
Temple Emeth on Atlantic Avenue, where 
services are conducted annually on Memorial 
Day for fallen comrades. 

Together, Ray and Bobby spearheaded nu-
merous other community projects. Not only did 
Ray champion continued funding for hospitals 
and veterans’ benefits, but Bobby instituted a 
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