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SENATE—Friday, December 10, 2010 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable MARK 
R. WARNER, a Senator from the Com-
monwealth of Virginia. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Sovereign Lord, we put our hope in 

You. Today, lead our lawmakers to 
strive to honor You. May they look to 
You for wisdom and seek to do Your 
will, relying on Your protection and 
guidance. Keep them from the slippery 
places of temptation, as You deliver 
them from evil. Hold them in Your 
hand and guide them with Your truth. 
God, be in their heads and in their un-
derstanding; be in their eyes and in 
their looking; be in their mouths and 
in their speaking; be in their hearts 
and in their thinking. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable MARK R. WARNER led 
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, December 10, 2010. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MARK R. WARNER, a 
Senator from the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. WARNER thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks, if any, the Senate will 
turn to a period of morning business, 
with Senator SANDERS of Vermont to 
be recognized at 10:15 a.m. to speak for 
whatever time he feels appropriate. 

There will be no rollcall votes during 
today’s session of the Senate. The next 
rollcall vote will be at 3 p.m. Monday, 
December 13, on the motion to invoke 
cloture with respect to the tax agree-
ment. As I announced last night, that 
vote will be held open longer than 
usual to allow Senators to make that 
most important vote. 

I have nothing further. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will now be in a period of morn-
ing business. 

The Senator from the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

f 

AFGHANISTAN 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, this 
month, the Obama administration will 
submit its review of the war in Afghan-
istan. I expect—and I think a number 
of Members of Congress expect—that 
this review will provide answers to the 
key questions before us, questions the 
American people deserve answers to. I 
believe these questions fall into three 
broad categories: first of all, Afghan 
governance; second, development and 
humanitarian efforts; and, finally, es-
tablishing a sustainable security envi-
ronment in Afghanistan. 

Since the announcement of a new 
strategy in December of 2009 and the 
deployment of 30,000 additional troops, 
I have sought to carefully monitor U.S. 
progress toward its goals. As part of 
this effort, I have paid special atten-
tion to combating the top killer of U.S. 
troops, which, of course, is improvised 
explosive devices. I chaired a Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee hearing 
on this topic on November 18 and will 
continue to press our government and 
our leaders and governments in the re-
gion to do more to restrict the avail-
ability of components that make up 
these terrible weapons, especially, of 
course, ammonium nitrate, which flows 
into Afghanistan every day of the week 
to make IEDs that kill our troops. 

I am pleased significant progress has 
been made by the Department of State, 
the Department of Homeland Security, 
and the Department of Defense to co-
ordinate an all-of-government ap-
proach to this problem. I wish to ap-
plaud the recent efforts of the Afghan 
security forces that seized one metric 
ton of ammonium nitrate on Monday 
in Zabul Province. All the key players 
appear to be on the same page on this 
issue, but there still has not been a sig-
nificant decrease of these deadly weap-
ons in Afghanistan. I trust that the De-
cember review by the administration 
will address the flow of ammonium ni-
trate, and I look forward to continuing 
to work closely with the administra-
tion on this issue. 

At a strategic level, too many ques-
tions remain as we head into the De-
cember review. I would like to list 
some of those right now. 

First of all, on the issue of govern-
ance, I have two questions I hope the 
December review will address. First, do 
we have a political strategy—a polit-
ical strategy—in place to ensure that 
the Afghan Government is prepared to 
enact reforms that concretely show the 
population it represents their key in-
terests and concerns? I believe our ef-
forts to pressure the Afghan Govern-
ment have been at best uneven in this 
area, due, in large part, to a reluctance 
to pressure the Afghan leadership. 
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