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in a negotiation that involves adding 
increasingly larger amounts to the 
debt? It’s utterly exasperating.’’ 

Madam President, I feel the exact 
same way. It’s time to stop kicking the 
can down the road and let these tax 
provisions expire and, as a result, force 
Congress and the President to make 
the tough choices about not only these 
taxes, but the entire tax and entitle-
ment crisis facing our country. Per-
haps then we would have enough anger 
from our constituents that we would 
act to reform a tax system that is far 
too complicated and does not encour-
age the growth we need. I would like to 
remind my colleagues that since 1986, 
there have been over 15,000 changes to 
the Internal Revenue Code and it costs 
all of us $240 billion each year to pre-
pare our tax returns. Think of it. If we 
could simplify the code and make it 
cheaper to comply even by 50 percent 
each year, we would save the American 
taxpayers $120 billion. 

If these expiring cuts are not ex-
tended, you can count on it that every-
one will take an interest in seeing that 
we finally deal with a broken tax and 
entitlement system. Then, perhaps, we 
will finally get the reforms that will 
get the floundering ship that is our 
country back on even keel. It will re-
store people’s faith in the future of 
America as well as give comfort to the 
rest of the world—especially our credi-
tors—that we are on the path to fiscal 
responsibility. It’s time for us to face 
up to what needs to be done. 

I will not, after working my butt off 
from the day I got here to address a 
broken tax and entitlement system, 
have one of my final votes as a U.S. 
Senator be to kick the can down the 
road by extending these tax provisions 
and assuming that our fiscal ills will be 
taken care of next year. Because, you 
know what, if the history of our recent 
Congress is any indication of what will 
happen, nothing will get done. 

Just a few weeks ago, when the 
President’s commission released its re-
port, we started to gain momentum to-
wards these long-overdue reforms. We 
need to take advantage of that momen-
tum. I feel like we are coming to the 
last mile in a marathon, and rather 
than push through to the end, we are 
about to turn around and go back. 

My 45-year experience in government 
has been that in the absence of a crisis, 
the tough, but necessary, measures 
that need to be taken are not taken. If 
the tax cuts and other provisions ex-
pire, you can count on it that everyone 
will take an interest in seeing that we 
finally all come to the table to work to 
address these fundamental issues. It 
will restore people’s faith in the future 
of America as well as give comfort that 
we, our country’s leaders, understand 
the need to put our country on a path 
to fiscal responsibility. 

I have a modest proposal. The Presi-
dent should reconvene the same group 

of individuals that worked on the 
Bowles-Simpson commission and insist 
that they continue their dialogue and 
put a package together that the Presi-
dent can submit to the 112th Congress 
as soon as possible. 

By the way, where is the President’s 
leadership? The New York Times re-
ported that the Obama administration 
is considering comprehensive reforms, 
but other reports indicate that, once 
again, it’s more talk without action be-
cause no working groups are in the 
works, no Executive-Congressional 
meetings have been scheduled. The 
President needs to get his key folks 
back to the table with Congress to see 
if they can’t come up with some sort of 
compromise based on the best com-
monsense, reasonable, and fiscally re-
sponsible proposals that we’ve heard 
from his Commission. 

And so, to my friends that will re-
main in the Senate for the 112th Con-
gress, and to those that will be new to 
this body, God bless you. You have the 
future of our Nation and the future of 
my children and grandchildren in your 
hands. 

During my time in office, I have tried 
my best. I have tried my very best. I 
am pleased with some of the progress 
that we’ve made, but believe-you-me, 
for someone who’s been in government 
service for 45 years, as I have already 
said, nothing happens unless you have 
a crisis. So that’s what we need. A cri-
sis that says now is the time to deal 
with tax and entitlement reform; now 
is the time to deal with budget reform; 
now is the time to curb our spending 
addiction and growing national debt; 
now is the time to balance our budgets. 

Madam President, I pray that the 
Holy Spirit will inspire my colleagues 
to make the right decisions for our 
country’s future. I pray that the re-
sults between now and the end of the 
year will not be another ‘‘kick the can 
down the road-we’ll take care of it 
later,’’ scenario. Madam President, my 
time in public office has run out, and 
from my perspective, so has the coun-
try’s. Our national debt is one of the 
most important problems we face. Our 
failure to begin to address this fiscal 
crisis now will damage our economy, 
our national and domestic security, 
and the kind of future we leave to our 
children and grandchildren. 
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NOMINATION OF DARRELL BELL 

Mr. BAUCUS. Madam President, I 
rise today in strong support of Presi-
dent Obama’s nominee Darrell Bell for 
U.S. Marshal for the District of Mon-
tana, and I call on my colleagues to 
support his confirmation. As the 
former police chief for the City of Bil-
lings—Montana’s largest community— 
Darrell possesses the qualities nec-
essary to lead Montana’s U.S Marshal’s 
Office. For the last 31⁄2 decades, Darrell 
has served Montana’s law enforcement 

community with passion and expertise. 
Since 2006, Darrell has served as a 
criminal investigator for the Montana 
Department of Justice, Gambling Con-
trol Division. 

Darrell served over 30 years with the 
Billings Police Department, including 5 
as the Deputy Chief of Police. Origi-
nally from Joliet, Darrell graduated 
from the Montana Law Enforcement 
Academy and began his career with the 
Billings Police Department as a patrol-
man in 1974. Working his way up the 
ranks, Darrell has served as a sergeant 
and then lieutenant of Operations Divi-
sion as well as captain for the Inves-
tigations, Training, and Support Serv-
ices Division. Upon the request of Bil-
lings city administrator in 2005, then- 
Deputy Chief of Police Bell stepped in 
to become the Interim Chief of Police. 
Darrell has served Montana and his 
community on the executive boards for 
high-intensity drug trafficking areas 
and the Montana chiefs of police. 

Darrell has a proven track record of 
bringing folks together, working with 
local, State, and Federal law enforce-
ment officials to provide a safe envi-
ronment for Montana’s communities. 
Darrell’s experience and leadership in 
law enforcement will truly be an asset 
for Montana’s U.S. Marshal’s Office. 
Mr. President, I congratulate Darrell 
on his nomination, in recognition of 
his continued service to the State of 
Montana, and I urge the Senate to con-
firm Darrell Bell’s nomination. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARY MAUGHAN 
Mr. BENNETT. Madam President, as 

I leave the Senate, I want to recognize 
one staffer in particular, Ms. Mary 
Maughan. Mary has served for 18 years 
on my Utah staff. Mary also worked 
with me on my first campaign for the 
Senate in 1992. She was the second I 
person hired on that campaign and has 
been a loyal and trusted advisor ever 
since. 

Mary brought to my office vast expe-
rience, which provided a solid founda-
tion for her service on my staff during 
my time in the Senate. She was raised 
in a military family as an Air Force 
‘‘brat’’ and consequently built a deep 
understanding of military culture and 
operations. Later, as a Foreign Service 
officer with the Department of State, 
she spent 18 months in Vietnam during 
the war and expanded her personal ex-
perience and expertise while working 
in civilian and military-support offices 
at both provincial and regional levels. 
She added to her resume with further 
experience in Washington, where she 
focused on Middle Eastern issues as the 
Iraqi desk officer at the Department of 
State. She also did temporary duty 
working on Israeli affairs at the De-
partment of Commerce. Embassy duty 
in Europe and professional and per-
sonal travel in significant and volatile 
areas of the world helped expand her 
international credentials. 
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