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While the number of people living in poverty 

remains much too high, we must recognize 
that this number was not as high as originally 
expected given the severity of the recession 
and the massive job losses last year. I am 
proud of the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act passed by Congress this past 
year that expanded unemployment benefits 
and Social Security payments. This act also 
helped to create and save approximately 3.5 
million jobs, gave tax cuts to small business 
and 95 percent of American workers, and 
began to rebuild America’s road, rail, and 
water infrastructure. Access to the job market 
is one of the first steps in helping individuals 
rise out of poverty, and this legislation in-
creased jobs for the unemployed as well as 
the underemployed. 

This past year we have begun to reform our 
current healthcare system and passed legisla-
tion that enables 11 million children to finally 
be able to access and maintain cost-effective 
quality healthcare. Signed into law as well was 
the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Treatment Exten-
sion Act, which guarantees access to life-
saving medical services, primary care, and 
medications for low-income patients with AIDS 
and HIV. Both of these legislative acts will 
greatly enhance the well being of individuals 
with limited financial resources. 

While there remains much to be done to im-
prove access to quality education, healthcare, 
and job opportunities in the United States, I 
am proud of the progress that has been made 
by this Congress. It is imperative that in this 
current economic crisis, the Federal govern-
ment assists state governments in addressing 
the needs of individuals and their families. Our 
communities cannot afford to allow poverty to 
take hold of so many hard working individuals 
and families. Therefore, I recognize all of 
those living in poverty in the United States, 
and, in the spirit of this season, I promise to 
continue to promote programs to reduce pov-
erty and support those in need. 
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CYRIL ADOLPHUS BARNES 
CELEBRATES HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN 
OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 13, 2010 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to pay tribute to one of our very own Vir-
gin Islanders, Cyril Adolphus Barnes, as he 
celebrates his 100th birthday of December 22, 
2010. 

Mr. Barnes was born on St. Croix on De-
cember 22, 1910, to Philip Barnes and Mary 
Eliza King. He was raised surrounded by 
strong family members including George Jack-
son, Headmaster of the then Christiansted 
School. 

Believing that the mainland United States 
would provide a better opportunity, in 1926 Mr. 
Barnes traveled by sea aboard the Dominica 
to New York. He, like many who went to the 
‘‘big city,’’ soon learned that the streets of 
New York were not paved in gold and in order 
to accomplish his goals, he had to work hard. 

He did and continued his education. In 
1943, he enlisted in the United States Navy, 

where he served until his honorable discharge 
in 1946. Returning back to civilian life, he be-
came employed by the U.S. Postal Service, 
retiring in 1979. 

After spending 53 years on the mainland, 
Mr. Barnes relocated back to his birthplace of 
St. Croix, where among other community in-
volvements, he became an active member of 
American Legion Post No. 85. 

In March of 1929, he married Gerda Barnes, 
also from St. Croix and they became the par-
ents of two children, Leroy and Dorthea 
Barnes Stevens (both deceased). He had 
three other children, Maria Barnes (deceased), 
Harold Barnes and Violet Barnes Hughes. His 
family also includes six grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren. He has numerous 
friends and family members that will be cele-
brating his 100 years of life. 

On behalf of myself, my staff, the entire Vir-
gin Islands community and the Congress of 
the United States, I say ‘‘Mr. Barnes, thank 
you for your service and we wish you a Happy 
Birthday and many more years filled with 
God’s richest blessings.’’ 
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HONORING LONG-TIME COMMU-
NITY LEADER AND ACTIVIST MS. 
SHIRLEY ROBERTS 

HON. JUDY CHU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 13, 2010 

Ms. CHU. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a great loss to our community, Ms. 
Shirley Roberts, who passed away on Decem-
ber 7, 2010, at the age of 79. My heart goes 
out to her son, Chuck Henry; the many dear 
and loving friends that she embraced as her 
family; and all the people whose lives she 
touched and helped make better. 

Born in Los Angeles, Shirley was an ex-
traordinary citizen, a champion of progressive 
causes, and a vibrant mainstay in Democratic 
politics. She attended Fairfax High School and 
graduated from UCLA with a degree in busi-
ness administration. Shirley’s love of politics 
and human rights ran deep in her family. Her 
parents, Bernard and Esther, were dedicated 
to causes to improve conditions for the work-
ing poor. By 1944, Shirley would follow their 
example by co-chairing the American Youth 
for [Franklin D.] Roosevelt organization for Los 
Angeles County. 

Shirley later went on to support Mayor Tom 
Bradley of Los Angeles. An early advocate for 
better health care services for all Los Angeles 
residents, she served on the Mayor’s staff and 
initiated outreach support programs for better 
nutrition, transportation, long-term care, and 
escort programs for seniors. 

In addition, Shirley was a community activist 
in her home of West Hollywood. When rent 
prices increased sharply in the early 1980s, 
Shirley joined other West Hollywood residents 
to support the city’s incorporation to better 
serve its diverse residents. The effort suc-
ceeded, and the city has since been a leader 
in providing social services to the people who 
call it home. In subsequent years, she would 
serve on the West Hollywood Human Services 
Commission and the West Hollywood Election 
Reform Task Force. 

Shirley was also a tireless and tenacious 
force aiding numerous local, state, and na-
tional campaigns of Southern California’s pro-
gressive political stars, including former Con-
gresswoman and U.S. Secretary of Labor 
Hilda Solis, Congressman Henry Waxman, 
Senator Sheila Kuehl, Mayor Antonio 
Villaraigosa, and City Controller Wendy 
Greuel. 

Shirley was generous with her friendship, 
guidance, and wisdom in the lives she 
touched. Her activism, leadership, and com-
mitment to those who were most vulnerable 
will be deeply missed. I urge all my House col-
leagues to join me in honoring our community 
hero, Shirley Roberts, for her remarkable serv-
ice and contributions to the City of Angels and 
to our country. 
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HONORING DR. JAY SHERIDAN 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 13, 2010 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a teacher from my district who 
recently retired. This teacher has given the 
past 40 years of his life to improve the quality 
of public education in his community of Yuma, 
Arizona. 

Dr. Jay Sheridan has been a teacher at 
Yuma High School in Yuma, Arizona for al-
most 40 years. He was born in Clinton, Iowa 
in 1943. His father was a B–26 pilot in the 8th 
Air Force in Europe, and Sheridan and his 
mother resided with her parents in the village 
of Thomson, Illinois in the months after his 
birth. In November 1948, Sheridan, his par-
ents and his sister moved to Milwaukee, Wis-
consin. Sheridan attended kindergarten in 
Greendale, Wisconsin, one of President 
Franklin Roosevelt’s planned communities 
from the 1930s. He continued his elementary 
education at Valley View School, a small 
country school near Hales Corners, Wis-
consin. Sheridan’s family then moved to the 
Elm Grove, Wisconsin area in 1959, and 
Sheridan graduated from Brookfield Central 
High School in 1962. Sheridan then moved to 
the great State of Arizona to study at the Uni-
versity of Arizona, my alma mater. He grad-
uated eight short semesters later with a de-
gree in English and a minor in philosophy. 

After graduating, Sheridan went to law 
school at Valparaiso University. Shortly after 
entering law school Sheridan was drafted into 
the military in 1967. He honorably served our 
country in Vietnam from August of 1968 to 
July of 1969 in the 1st Battalion, 69th Armor 
(4th Infantry Division). 

After Sheridan was honorably discharged, 
he enrolled at Northern Arizona University to 
pursue a Master of Arts degree in English. He 
was awarded his degree in May of 1972 and 
accepted an offer as an English teacher at 
Yuma High School. In the summer of 1972, 
Sheridan met his wife Sally, a Yuma native. 
The two were married the following summer 
and have now been married 37 years. Sally, 
also a teacher, gave countless years to the 
Yuma community just as her husband did. 

Sheridan was appointed Chair of the 
English Department at Yuma High in 1973 and 
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