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spent his entire professional career at Yuma 
High. He taught every level of English during 
the course of his teaching career. Beginning in 
the early 1980s, he began teaching the Na-
tional Advanced Placement (AP) English Lit-
erature and Composition course and assisted 
hundreds of students in earning passing 
scores on the national exam. 

Sheridan completed his Ph.D. dissertation at 
the University of Arizona in August 1979 on 
the high school English department chair posi-
tion in secondary schools west of the Mis-
sissippi River. He became chair of the Modern 
Languages department (in addition to the 
English department), with supervisory respon-
sibilities over English as a Second Language, 
French, German and Spanish classes. At one 
time, in addition to his teaching duties, Sheri-
dan had supervisory responsibilities over more 
than thirty teachers at Yuma High School. 
Sheridan also taught part-time for Northern Ar-
izona University/Yuma for a number of years 
(advanced composition and English teaching 
methods). 

In 2001, Sheridan was awarded the honor 
of Yuma County High School Teacher of the 
Year by the Education Foundation of Yuma. 

Sheridan accomplished a great deal during 
his time at Yuma High School. His proudest 
achievement was helping Yuma High earn first 
place in the district on the state AIMS writing 
exam for 2006, 2007 and 2008. He also re-
calls with fondness the yearly student trips to 
the Old Globe Theater in San Diego, which he 
organized and supervised for more than a 
decade. Students read, analyzed, and dis-
cussed a Shakespeare play in August and 
September of each year, and then two bus-
loads of Yuma High students would travel to 
San Diego to view the play they had studied. 
Students were able to engage in analytical 
conversations with the actors immediately fol-
lowing the performances. Sheridan again gave 
Yuma High students opportunities that many 
could otherwise not afford. 

Dr. Sheridan retired from Yuma High School 
in May of 2010. He remains in touch with a 
few hundred of his former students and he 
continues to encourage them in their college 
and professional endeavors. In almost 40 
years Sheridan has touched the lives of thou-
sands of students who have passed through 
the halls of Yuma High School. He encour-
aged students who doubted they were ready 
for advanced placement classes to work hard 
and pass the test. He kindled students’ love 
for literature and Shakespeare in one short 

year. He pushed students to their limits and 
encouraged higher education for all of them. 

Dr. Sheridan is a rare teacher that only 
comes around once in a lifetime. I am honored 
that he chose to give almost 40 years of his 
life to a public school in my district. He will be 
irreplaceable. 

Jay and Sally are looking forward to spend-
ing their retirement productively by traveling 
and writing. The couple has two grown chil-
dren, Jill and Jay Jr. Jill is an RN in Grand 
Junction, Colorado. Jay Jr. recently received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Parks and Recre-
ation Management from Northern Arizona Uni-
versity. 
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HONORING SUPERIOR COURT 
JUDGE JAMES ORLANDO AS THE 
2010 WASHINGTON STATE ASSO-
CIATION FOR JUSTICE’S JUDGE 
OF THE YEAR AWARD 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 13, 2010 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Superior Court Judge 
James Orlando, whom the Washington State 
Association for Justice has honored as the 
2010 Judge of the Year. I ask that my col-
leagues join me in honoring Judge Orlando for 
this commendable recognition. 

Superior Court Judge James Orlando was 
honored as Judge of the Year at the Wash-
ington State Association for Justice’s annual 
Law Day Dinner, which was held on May 6, 
2010. The Washington State Association for 
Justice was originally formed in 1953 as the 
National Association of Claimants Compensa-
tion Attorneys and has since also been known 
as the Washington State Trial Lawyers Asso-
ciation. The organization presents the annual 
award to a judge who promotes our civil jus-
tice system to serve the people through the 
exercise of outstanding judicial ruling and 
leadership. 

Judge Orlando has been praised for his 
work to reduce the backlog of criminal and 
civil cases in Pierce County. He is also a re-
spected figure among many of his colleagues. 
As a graduate of the University of Washington 
and of the University of Puget Sound School 
of Law, Judge Orlando began his service with 

the Pierce County Superior Court as a Com-
missioner in 1995. In September 2000, then- 
Governor Gary Locke appointed him as Judge 
of the Superior Court. Judge Orlando served 
as the court’s Presiding Judge in 2003 and 
2004. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Judge Orlando on his re-
markable honor and his venerable service to 
his country and community. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, De-
cember 14, 2010 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
DECEMBER 15 

Time to be announced 
Finance 

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nation of Carolyn W. Colvin, of Mary-
land, to be Deputy Commissioner of So-
cial Security, Social Security Adminis-
tration. 

Room to be announced 

DECEMBER 16 

2:30 p.m. 
Intelligence 

To hold closed hearings to examine cer-
tain intelligence matters. 
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