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Tribes of the Siletz, the Confederated Tribes 
of the Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw, the 
Klamath, and the Burns Paiute do NOT have 
this important authority. These tribes are lim-
ited to 25-year leases or must rely on a lethar-
gic BIA to approve longer leases on an indi-
vidual basis. 

S. 1448 fixes this disparity and gives all 
nine federally recognized tribes the same au-
thority to pursue economic development and 
job-creating activities on land held in trust. 

The bill enjoys bipartisan support, has no 
opposition in the State of Oregon, and passed 
the U.S. Senate without amendment and by 
unanimous consent. This is a no-brainer. It’s 
good for the Tribes. It’s good for rural and trib-
al communities. The bill will create jobs and 
incentivize financial investment. I ask my col-
leagues to pass this bill today on suspension 
and send it to President Obama for his signa-
ture. 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of S. 1448, which allows the 
Coquille Indian Tribe, the Confederated Tribes 
of Siletz Indians, the Confederated Tribes of 
Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw, the Klam-
ath Tribes, and the Burns Palute Tribe to ob-
tain a 99-year lease authority. 

I thank Senator MERKLEY for introducing this 
legislation, and I also thank Chairman RAHALL 
for bringing this bill to the floor today. 

This common sense legislation will allow 
these tribes in Oregon to continue their lease 
authority for 99 years. The tribes will be guar-
anteed to be able to live on their current land 
well into the next century. 

As a member of the Native American Cau-
cus, I will continue to be an advocate for Na-
tive Americans. My home state of California is 
home to nearly 100 federally recognized 
tribes. I pledge to continue to work on behalf 
of all Native Americans in this Congress and 
the 112th Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting S. 1448. 

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, again I want to urge our col-
leagues to support S. 1448, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
LARSEN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 1448. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MODIFYING TRIBAL LEASE 
PROVISIONS 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S. 
2906) to amend the Act of August 9, 
1955, to modify a provision relating to 
leases involving certain Indian tribes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 2906 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. LEASES INVOLVING CERTAIN INDIAN 
TRIBES. 

The first section of the Act of August 9, 
1955 (25 U.S.C. 415), is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), in the second sen-
tence, by inserting ‘‘and land held in trust 
for the Kalispel Tribe of Indians, the Puy-
allup Tribe of Indians,’’ after ‘‘the Kalispel 
Indian Reservation’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b), by inserting ‘‘, the 
Puyallup Tribe of Indians, the Swinomish In-
dian Tribal Community, or the Kalispel 
Tribe of Indians’’ after ‘‘Tulalip Tribes’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. RAHALL) and the 
gentleman from Utah (Mr. CHAFFETZ) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from West Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 

b 1420 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, as with the bill we just 
considered, the pending legislation 
would amend the long-term leasing act 
to allow several tribes, in this case lo-
cated in Washington State, to issue 
leases for trust lands for terms not to 
exceed 99 years. As business opportuni-
ties and economic considerations 
change over time, leases longer than 
what is allowed in current law are 
often necessary to facilitate economic 
development on trust lands. 

In closing, this legislation would ad-
vance tribal sovereignty, promote job 
growth, and speed up business deals. I 
want to commend our colleague, Rep-
resentative ADAM SMITH, who has 
pressed for passage of S. 2906. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
As a matter of policy, authorizing 99- 

year lease terms for tribes is a means 
of increasing tribal independence from 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs bureauc-
racy. Therefore, we have no objection 
to this bill. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of S. 2906, legislation to amend 
certain provisions of the Long-Term Leasing 
Act of 1955 for the benefits of the three Wash-
ington State Indian tribes, the Kalispel Tribe 
and the Puyallup Tribe, and the Swinomish 
Tribal Community. 

First I want to commend Senator MARIA 
CANTWELL for her leadership. I also want to 
thank Senator PAT MURRAY, Representative 
ADAM SMITH, and Representative NORMAN 
DICKS, for their support and advocacy on be-
half of the Indian Tribes in the State of Wash-
ington. 

Similar to S. 1448, this bill will amend the 
Long-Term Leasing Act of 1955, to add three 
more Indian Tribes from the State of Wash-
ington to the list of Indian Tribes that have 
been granted authority to enter into long-term 
leases of up to 99 years. 

Conditions for economic development and 
business opportunities have significantly 
changed since Congress passed the Long- 
Term Leases Act in 1955. The current eco-
nomic downturn has certainly exacerbated al-
ready deteriorating economic conditions for 
many of the Indian tribes. As such, extending 
the privileges of the Long-Term Leases Act is 
essential for economic development and busi-
ness opportunities. It is the longstanding re-
sponsibility of our Federal Government to pro-
vide assistance to the Indian people in their 
efforts to improve their economic conditions 
and maximize business opportunities for the 
betterment of the Indian people. 

I urge my colleagues to pass S. 2906. 
Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 

thank the gentleman for yielding and I rise in 
strong support of S. 2906, a bill introduced by 
Senator CANTWELL that is the companion to 
H.R. 4401, which I introduced in the House 
last year. 

S. 2906 amends the Indian Long-Term 
Leasing Act for the benefit of three federally 
recognized Tribes in the State of Washington: 
the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community, the 
Kalispel Tribe of Indians, and the Puyallup 
Tribe of Indians, which is in my district. 

Specifically, this legislation amends the 
leasing act to allow the Puyallup Tribe and the 
Kalispel Tribe to enter into 99 year business 
leases. Currently, these Tribes are limited to 
25 year business leases. 

Additionally, S. 2906 eliminates the require-
ment that the Puyallup Tribe, the Kalispel 
Tribe, and the Swinomish Indian Tribal Com-
munity seek the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior for every business deal involving 
tribal lands. 

Under S. 2906, the Tribes will adopt leasing 
regulations, to be approved by the Department 
of the Interior. Once the Department approves 
the Tribal regulations, the Department will be 
relieved of its obligations to approve the 
Tribes’ leases of less than 75 years and the 
Tribe will then be required to follow its own 
leasing regulations for leases of its land. The 
Department will still retain the authority to re-
view and approve leases of Tribal lands for 
more than 75 years. 

This bill is tremendously important to the 
Puyallup Tribe in my district, as it will enable 
the Tribe to move forward with its plans to de-
velop a marine terminal on its land in the Port 
of Tacoma. 

The shipping terminal will be the largest 
economic development and job-creation 
project the Tribe has undertaken, and when 
fully constructed, will be the largest inter-
national container terminal facility in the Pa-
cific Northwest. This project will provide tre-
mendous benefits both to the Puyallup Tribe 
as well as the South Puget Sound economy. 

Unfortunately, until now, the Tribe has found 
it difficult to engage and move forward with 
business partners in furthering the terminal 
project because of the burdensome and un-
certain bureaucratic process of obtaining Inte-
rior approval for the deals. 
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Passage of S. 2906 will ensure that that the 

Tribe and its business partners will have cer-
tainty in moving forward with this and other 
business opportunities that will enhance the 
economy of the Puyallup Tribe and the Port of 
Tacoma, and will help to spur job creation in 
the South Puget Sound region. 

I thank the Chairman and Ranking Member 
for their help in advancing this legislation, and 
I ask for my colleagues’ support for the pas-
sage of S. 2906. 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of S. 2906, which allows the 
Kalispel Tribe of Indians and the Puyallup 
Tribe of Indians to lease land placed in trust 
for a term greater than 25 years. This legisla-
tion further allows the Puyallup Tribe of Indi-
ans, the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community, 
and the Kalispel Tribe of Indians to lease re-
stricted lands under certain conditions without 
requiring the Secretary of the Interior’s ap-
proval. 

I thank Senator CANTWELL for introducing 
this legislation, and I also thank Chairman 
RAHALL for bringing this bill to the floor today. 

As a member of the Native American Cau-
cus, I have worked with my colleagues in Con-
gress to address the needs of all Native Amer-
icans. While the legislation before us today af-
fects three tribes in Washington State, I will 
continue to work on behalf of the nearly 100 
federally recognized tribes in California and all 
tribes across the country. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting S. 2906. 

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of our time. 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from West Virginia (Mr. 
RAHALL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 2906. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HOH INDIAN TRIBE SAFE 
HOMELANDS ACT 

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and concur in the 
Senate amendments to the bill (H.R. 
1061) to transfer certain land to the 
United States to be held in trust for 
the Hoh Indian Tribe, to place land 
into trust for the Hoh Indian Tribe, and 
for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the Senate amendments 

is as follows: 
Senate amendments: 
On page 4, lines 13 through 15, strike ‘‘upon 

compliance with the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969’’ and insert ‘‘in ac-
cordance with the regulations of the Depart-
ment of the Interior for implementing the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) that are applicable to 
trust land acquisitions for Indian tribes that 
are mandated by Federal legislation,’’ 

On page 8, strike lines 17 through 22 and in-
sert the following: 

SEC. 5. GAMING PROHIBITION. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. RAHALL) and the 
gentleman from Utah (Mr. CHAFFETZ) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from West Virginia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1061, as amended, 

would transfer certain Federal and 
non-Federal land in the State of Wash-
ington to the Hoh Tribe to be held in 
trust by the United States for the ben-
efit of the tribe. 

The Hoh Indian Tribe is located on 
the coast of Washington. Its coastline 
is situated such that it is subject to 
frequent flooding, preventing the sus-
tainable use of this land by the tribe. 

Due to this situation, the tribe has 
acquired approximately 420 acres of 
land from private sources to relocate 
its government offices and tribal mem-
bers. The bill would place this newly 
acquired 420 acres of land into trust for 
the tribe and as well transfer approxi-
mately 37 acres of Federal land into 
trust for the tribe in order to connect 
the tribe’s newly acquired lands to its 
current lands. 

On June 28, 2010, the House passed 
this legislation under suspension of the 
rules by a vote of 347–0. The Senate 
made technical amendments to the bill 
to clarify that the land would be placed 
into trust in accordance with the De-
partment of the Interior’s regulations 
for mandatory trust land acquisitions. 
The Senate then passed the legislation 
before us today by unanimous consent 
on September 29, 2010. 

In closing, I would commend our col-
league and my fellow classmate, Rep-
resentative NORM DICKS of Washington, 
for his hard work and dedication to 
this legislation, and I ask my col-
leagues to support its passage. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CHAFFETZ. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, the case for adding a 

small amount of land to the Hoh Res-
ervation is compelling. Because the 
tribe’s reservation receives about 140 
inches of rain per year and is located 
within a tsunami zone, the tribe must 
expand its eastern border inland from 
the coast so they can construct safe 
housing and other facilities outside of 
the tsunami zone. 

To accomplish this, H.R. 1061 places 
in trust several tracts of land for the 

tribe, most of which are currently 
owned by the tribe. These additions to 
the reservation are separated from the 
existing reservation by a 37-acre parcel 
of Federal land that is part of the 
Olympic National Park. 

H.R. 1061 transfers ownership of this 
37-acre parcel of Olympic National 
Park land to the tribe without consid-
eration. This transfer creates a contig-
uous, intact reservation with full ac-
cess across the reservation assured in 
the form of a road to Highway 101. 

This bill also sets an important and 
needed precedent by transferring these 
37 acres without extorting either a land 
exchange or payment to the Federal 
Government. 

There are many instances when fair-
ness and necessity justify the transfer 
of Federal lands to States, localities, 
tribes, or other American citizens. 
There are also instances when roads 
that are vital to park neighbors and 
park visitors should be repaired and re-
built even though they may be located 
in otherwise protected areas. 

It is worth noting that the National 
Park Service supports transferring the 
land from Olympic National Park to 
the tribe without the need for a land 
exchange or compensation. I also note 
the absolute silence and, hence, im-
plied support from advocacy groups to 
give away this 37 acres of national park 
lands. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, as I men-

tioned in my opening remarks, I com-
mend the gentleman from Washington 
(Mr. DICKS), the incoming ranking mi-
nority member of the House Appropria-
tions Committee and my fellow class-
mate, a gentleman who has worked 
very hard on this legislation, and I now 
yield him such time as he may con-
sume. 

Mr. DICKS. Mr. Chairman, I appre-
ciate very much your yielding to me, 
and I really appreciate the leadership 
that you have provided and the com-
mittee has provided. 

I rise to urge final passage of H.R. 
1061, the Hoh Indian Tribe Safe Home-
lands Act, which I sponsored. The Hoh 
Tribe lives right on the Pacific Coast 
in the Sixth District, which I rep-
resent. Their reservation is in a spec-
tacularly beautiful area, but the loca-
tion leaves the Hohs in constant dan-
ger of tsunamis. This legislation would 
allow the Hoh Tribe to move many 
structures out of the tsunami impact 
zone. 

This legislation passed the House in 
June. In September the bill was amend-
ed then passed in the Senate. This 
amended version, which is supported by 
all parties, is what the House is consid-
ering today. I urge that we again pass 
this legislation and allow for the Hoh 
Tribe to build a safer future uphill 
from the tsunami danger. 

H.R. 1061 accomplishes this goal by 
transferring a small parcel of land in 
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