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to Congress and the Commerce Secretary on 
the needs of the Bureau. 

The Census is a scientific agency, similar to 
the National Science Foundation or NASA. Its 
statistical mission should be unencumbered by 
increased political bias and bureaucracy. 

These reforms will ensure that Congress re-
ceives the most accurate information on 
issues facing the census directly from the Bu-
reau and without interference from political ap-
pointees. 

S. 3167 is supported by the American Sta-
tistical Association, the American Planning As-
sociation, the Council of Professional Associa-
tions on Federal Statistics, the Association of 
Academic Survey Research Organizations, 
and other members of the scientific commu-
nity. 

Accurate census data is needed to properly 
account for congressional apportionment and 
a wide range of government services, includ-
ing: Medicare, Social Security, veterans’ 
health services, assistance to farmers, TANF, 
community development grants, federal hous-
ing assistance, and road and highway con-
struction. 

Making the Census Director a 5-year Presi-
dential term appointment will prevent Presi-
dential politics from interfering in selection. 

The American people expect Congress to 
improve the efficiency and accountability of 
government through common sense bipartisan 
reforms. We can do this today through this bill 
with no cost to the taxpayers. 

The Senate passed this legislation unani-
mously, and I hope the House will send this 
bill to the President for signature into law. 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of S. 3167, the Census Oversight Effi-
ciency and Management Reform Act. 

The 2010 Census is complete and results 
will be made public soon. However, we must 
think ahead now for the 2020 Census. 

The bill’s proposal to create a five-year term 
appointment for the Census Bureau Director is 
an important change that will allow the Census 
Bureau to avoid disruptions caused by 
changes in administrations, especially around 
the period of the decennial census. 

The accuracy of the Census is tied to ad-
vance planning and careful design, and must 
be ensured to the best extent possible. 

An accurate count means that proportionate 
amounts of federal dollars go back home to 
our Districts, to our schools, to our court-
houses. We must remember that the Census 
count is not just a number; it affects the liveli-
hood of all our communities. 

Gaps in management and leadership hurt all 
of us, not just those at the Census Bureau. 

This bill will provide greater stability for the 
leadership of the Census Bureau and its oper-
ations by enhancing the continuity of the Bu-
reau’s overall operations. 

In fact, seven former Census Directors, ap-
pointed by Presidents from both political par-
ties, support this bill because they believe it 
would enhance the ability of the agency to 
focus on its mission to conduct the Census in 
a timely and accurate manner. 

I urge my colleagues to support S. 3167, 
because it takes positive steps toward pro-
viding greater stability for the decennial cen-
sus and diminishing operational problems. 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, S. 3167 is 
an important, bipartisan measure that will help 

ensure stable, effective management at the 
Census Bureau for years to come. With prep-
arations for the 2020 Census already under-
way, this body has the opportunity to make 
sure it is the most accurate and complete cen-
sus in history. 

The measure would protect the independ-
ence of the Census Bureau from political inter-
ference by giving its Director the independ-
ence to report directly to the Secretary of 
Commerce. The Department of Commerce 
oversees many agencies, and so giving the 
Census Bureau greater independence from 
Commerce will help keep it a priority through-
out the 10-year cycle of the census. It will also 
help keep Congress informed on the status of 
the census throughout the decade, helping us 
to foresee and prevent problems. 

The bill will also extend the term of the di-
rector of the Bureau to five years, with a limit 
of two terms. This will align the term of the Di-
rector more closely with the decennial 
census’s planning and implementation phases. 
In addition, it will help free the director from 
the whims of presidential politics, keeping a 
new president from changing directors in the 
middle of a census. I think this is so important, 
especially since the 2020 Census will occur 
during a presidential election year. A fixed 
term sends a message that we consider the 
Census Bureau to be an agency with a sci-
entific mission, like the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics and the National Center for Education Sta-
tistics. We must make sure that the profes-
sionals at these agencies, including the Cen-
sus Bureau, are given the ability to do what 
they do best, insulated from politics. 

We know the significance of the decennial 
census: an undertaking so important that the 
founding fathers enshrined it in the Constitu-
tion. However, GAO has deemed the last 
three decennial censuses ‘‘at risk,’’ which is 
something we in Congress cannot accept. S. 
3167 will implement some of GAO’s rec-
ommendations on the Census, and also has 
the support of leading statistical organizations 
and the seven living former directors of the 
Bureau, directors who served under Demo-
cratic and Republican presidents alike. The bill 
comes at no cost to taxpayers, and is the re-
sult of careful, bipartisan negotiations. I’d like 
to thank the gentlewoman from New York, 
Representative MALONEY, as well as the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania, Representative 
DENT, for their leadership on the bill, the gen-
tleman from Missouri, Representative CLAY, 
for his leadership on the Census with the In-
formation Policy Subcommittee, and I’d also 
like to thank Senators CARPER and COBURN 
for the hard work they put into passing the 
legislation unanimously in the Senate. 

I encourage all my colleagues on both sides 
to join me in voting in favor of S. 3167. 

Mr. MCHENRY. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from New York (Mrs. 
MALONEY) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 3167. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, December 14, 2010. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, H–232 U.S. Capitol, House of Rep-

resentatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 

permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 14, 2010 at 1:12 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 2902. 
That the Senate passed with an amend-

ment H.R. 628. 
That the Senate passed without amend-

ment H.R. 6278. 
That the Senate passed S. 3447. 
With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
LORRAINE C. MILLER. 

f 

MUSEUM AND LIBRARY SERVICES 
ACT OF 2010 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(S. 3984) to amend and extend the Mu-
seum and Library Services Act, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 3984 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Museum and Library Services Act of 
2010’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. References. 

TITLE I—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 101. General definitions. 
Sec. 102. Responsibilities of Director. 
Sec. 103. Personnel. 
Sec. 104. Board. 
Sec. 105. Awards and medals. 
Sec. 106. Research and analysis. 
Sec. 107. Hearings. 
Sec. 108. Administrative funds. 

TITLE II—LIBRARY SERVICES AND 
TECHNOLOGY 

Sec. 201. Purposes. 
Sec. 202. Authorization of appropriations. 
Sec. 203. Reservations and allotments. 
Sec. 204. State plans. 
Sec. 205. Grants. 
Sec. 206. Grants, contracts, or cooperative 

agreements. 
Sec. 207. Laura Bush 21st Century Librarian 

Program. 
Sec. 208. Conforming amendments. 
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