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Whereas Ed Roberts was a leader and 

champion in the disability rights movement: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the designation of an ‘‘Ed Rob-
erts Day’’; and 

(2) acknowledges the accomplishments of 
Ed Roberts in helping reduce barriers, in-
crease access, and improve lives for persons 
with disabilities. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I re-

quest 5 legislative days during which 
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on House Res-
olution 1759 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
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Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of House Resolution 1759, which sup-
ports the establishment of ‘‘Ed Roberts 
Day.’’ Mr. Edward Verne Roberts was a 
pioneering leader and a champion in 
the disability rights movement. 

Mr. Roberts was born January 23, 
1939, in San Mateo, California. Mr. Rob-
erts acquired polio at the age of 14 in 
1953, 2 years before the Salk vaccine 
put an end to that epidemic. After 18 
months in the hospital, he returned 
home paralyzed from the neck down ex-
cept for a few fingers and toes. 

Roberts continued his high school 
education while spending vast amounts 
of time resting and sleeping in the iron 
lung. When a high school administrator 
threatened to deny him a diploma be-
cause he had not completed drivers and 
physical education requirements, he 
protested and began an early career of 
activism. Later, Roberts became the 
first student with severe disabilities to 
attend the University of California at 
Berkeley. 

At UC Berkeley, other students with 
significant disabilities joined Roberts 
in an empty wing in which the univer-
sity had placed him and, over the next 
few years, began to call themselves the 
‘‘Rolling Quads.’’ The Rolling Quads 
began advocating for curb cuts, open-
ing access to the wider community, 
and creating the first student-led dis-
abilities service program at any uni-
versity in the Nation. That student 
program led to the creation of the Na-
tion’s first Center for Independent Liv-
ing, and Roberts assumed leadership of 
the center and guided its development 
as a model for disability advocacy and 
self-help service. 

After earning a bachelor’s degree and 
a master’s degree in political science 
at UC Berkeley, in 1975, Roberts was 
appointed the Director of the Cali-
fornia Department of Rehabilitation. 
In 1983, he cofounded the World Insti-
tute on Disability, an organization 
committed to eliminating the barriers 
to full social integration for persons 
with disabilities. 

Mr. Edward Verne Roberts died from 
natural causes on March 14, 1995, leav-
ing behind a legacy as the modern fa-
ther of the disability rights movement. 
Roberts’ efforts helped to reduce bar-
riers, increase access, and improve the 
lives for persons with disabilities 
across this Nation and world. It is with 
these contributions in mind that this 
resolution calls for the establishment 
of ‘‘Ed Roberts Day.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the 
sponsor of the resolution and chairman 
of the House Education and Labor 
Committee, Mr. GEORGE MILLER, for 
his leadership in bringing this impor-
tant resolution to the floor. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in support of 
House Resolution 1759, which supports 
the designation of an ‘‘Ed Roberts 
Day.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of House Resolution 
1759, which supports the designation of 
an ‘‘Ed Roberts Day’’ for his tireless 
work as a leader and champion in the 
disability rights community. 

Born January 23, 1939, Edward Verne 
Roberts contracted polio at the age of 
14 in 1953. Despite spending most of his 
adolescence in an iron lung, he grad-
uated high school and was admitted 
into the University of California at 
Berkeley, where he became the first se-
verely disabled person to attend that 
university. 

This feat is all the more amazing 
when you consider the obstacles that 
were thrown in Ed’s way. A high school 
administrator threatened to deny him 
a diploma because he had not com-
pleted driver’s education and physical 
education requirements. College ad-
ministrators told him they had tried to 
educate students with disabilities be-
fore and it did not work. The director 
of campus housing was afraid that they 
could not accommodate his needs, of-
fering him a room in the empty wing of 
the campus hospital. Ed accepted only 
on the condition that it was considered 
dormitory space. 

During his time at UC Berkeley and 
after he left college, Ed worked with 
other students with disabilities to push 
for curb cuts so that parts of the uni-
versity could be accessible to disabled 
persons. He formed the Physical Dis-
abled Student Program to help facili-
tate and ease the transition for other 
students with disabilities to attend col-
lege. 

In 1972, he established the first Cen-
ter for Independent Living in order to 
support and assist disabled persons in 
gaining independence. The center’s phi-
losophy was, and it continues to be, 
based on three main points: 

First, comprehensive programs with 
a wide variety of services, such as em-
ployment and assistive technology, are 
the most effective at meeting the needs 
of persons with disabilities; 

Second, people with disabilities know 
best how to meet the needs of others 
with disabilities; and 

Third, the strongest and most vi-
brant communities are those that in-
clude and embrace all people, including 
disabled persons. 

Today, most independent living cen-
ters across the country use this model 
as a basis for their work with individ-
uals with disabilities. To celebrate this 
fact, Ed is known as the ‘‘Father of the 
Independent Living Movement.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Ed Roberts was a pio-
neer in the disability community until 
his death in 1995. Today, we honor him 
and acknowledge his work to reduce 
barriers, increase access, and improve 
the lives of all persons with disabil-
ities. So I rise in support of House Res-
olution 1759, which supports the des-
ignation of an ‘‘Ed Roberts Day.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the remainder of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GRI-
JALVA) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1759. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

HOUSTON, TEXAS, PROPERTY 
CONVEYANCE 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6510) to direct the Administrator 
of General Services to convey a parcel 
of real property in Houston, Texas, to 
the Military Museum of Texas, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6510 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. CONVEYANCE OF REAL PROPERTY IN 

HOUSTON, TEXAS. 
(a) AUTHORITY TO CONVEY.—The Adminis-

trator of General Services shall convey, at 
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the market value determined under sub-
section (b), to the Military Museum of Texas 
all right, title, and interest of the United 
States in and to the parcel of real property 
located at 8611 Wallisville Road in Houston, 
Texas, as described in subsection (c). 

(b) DETERMINATION OF MARKET VALUE.— 
For purposes of subsection (a), the market 
value of the real property shall be deter-
mined by an independent appraisal based on 
the current use of the property. The ap-
praisal shall be commissioned by the Admin-
istrator and paid for by the Military Museum 
of Texas. 

(c) PROPERTY DESCRIPTION.—The real prop-
erty to be conveyed is the 3.673 acres of land 
in Lot 3 of Moers Subdivision in the W.M. 
Black Survey, Abstract 114, Harris County, 
Texas, more particularly described as fol-
lows: 

(1) Beginning at an iron rod located at the 
intersection of the north line of Wallisville 
Road presently being 100′ wide with the 
southeast line of U.S. Highway 90 presently 
being 150′ in width. 

(2) Thence north 38°13′ east 1068.61′ along 
the southeast line of U.S. Highway 90 to an 
iron rod for the point of beginning. 

(3) Thence south 01°15′43″ east 713.5′ along a 
fence to a galvanized iron fence corner in the 
north line of Wallisville Road. 

(4) Thence south 79°26′ west, 408′ more or 
less parallel to the east boundary line to a 
point in the southeast line of U.S. Highway 
90. 

(5) Thence north 38°13′ east 460′ more or less 
along the southeast line of U.S. Highway 90 
to the point of beginning. 

(d) STRUCTURES AND IMPROVEMENTS.—The 
conveyance shall include the improvements, 
structures, and fixtures located on the real 
property conveyed and related personal prop-
erty. 

(e) USE RESTRICTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of the con-

veyance, the Military Museum of Texas shall 
use and maintain the real property con-
veyed, for a minimum period of 30 years, in 
a manner consistent with the use of the 
property at the time of the conveyance. 

(2) USE RESTRICTION.—Except as provided 
by paragraph (3), if the real property con-
veyed ceases to be used or maintained as re-
quired by paragraph (1), all or any portion of 
the property shall, in its then existing condi-
tion and at the option of the Administrator, 
revert to the United States. 

(3) ABROGATION OF USE RESTRICTION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Military Museum of 

Texas may seek abrogation of the use re-
striction set forth in paragraph (2) by obtain-
ing the advance written consent of the Ad-
ministrator, and by payment to the United 
States of the fair market value of the real 
property to be released from the restriction. 

(B) DETERMINATION OF FAIR MARKET 
VALUE.—For purposes of subparagraph (A), 
the fair market value of the real property 
shall be determined by an independent ap-
praisal based on the highest and best use of 
the property as of the effective date of the 
abrogation. The appraisal shall be commis-
sioned by the Administrator and paid for by 
the Military Museum of Texas. 

(f) COMPLIANCE.— 
(1) REPORTS.—As a condition of the convey-

ance, the Military Museum of Texas shall 
submit to the Administrator, not later than 
one year after the date of the conveyance 
and annually thereafter for a period of 30 
years, a report on the Military Museum’s use 
and maintenance of the real property con-
veyed, and any other reports required by the 
Administrator to evidence the Military Mu-

seum’s continuous use of the property in ac-
cordance with subsection (d). 

(2) INSPECTIONS.—Not later than one year 
after the date of conveyance and every 5 
years thereafter for a period of 30 years, the 
Administrator shall conduct inspections of 
the real property conveyed to confirm infor-
mation provided in the reports submitted 
under paragraph (1). 

(g) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.— 
The Administrator may require the convey-
ance to be subject to such additional terms 
and conditions as the Administrator con-
siders appropriate and necessary to protect 
the interests of the United States. 

(h) COSTS OF CONVEYANCE.—The Military 
Museum of Texas shall be responsible for all 
reasonable and necessary costs associated 
with the conveyance, including real estate 
transaction and environmental documenta-
tion costs. 

(i) RELATIONSHIP TO ENVIRONMENTAL 
LAW.—Nothing in this section may be con-
strued to affect or limit the application of or 
obligation to comply with any environ-
mental law, including section 120(h) of the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 
U.S.C. 9620(h)). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) 
and the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
MARIO DIAZ-BALART) each will control 
20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H.R. 6510. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
H.R. 6510 directs the Administrator of 

General Services to convey a parcel of 
real property in Houston, Texas, to the 
Military Museum of Texas. The Mili-
tary Museum of Texas is a nonprofit 
501(c)(3) based in Harris County, Texas, 
that was created to honor the contribu-
tions of the citizens of Texas to the 
armed services of the United States. 

The museum was founded in 1992 as a 
charitable organization and has an all- 
volunteer staff with an annual oper-
ating budget. The Military Museum of 
Texas’ main activities include edu-
cating citizens on Texas’ military his-
tory and preserving military memora-
bilia. The memorabilia include artil-
lery field pieces, field equipment, et 
cetera, but primarily military vehicles 
for display that are shared with the 
public. Its income is derived directly 
from the sale of items to the general 
public, membership dues, event fees, 
and contributions of private individ-
uals and corporations. 

b 1640 
The museum devotes a significant 

portion of its funds to its military ve-

hicle restoration program, and these 
vehicles are often shared with the pub-
lic on site and at local parades. The 
Military Museum of Texas estimates 
the value of its military vehicles and 
military memorabilia collection in its 
inventory at $10 million. 

The museum is currently housed in 
approximately 20,000 square feet owned 
by the General Services Administra-
tion. Originally, GSA leased the facil-
ity to the State of Texas starting in 
the early 1970s, before the museum 
took control of the facility in late 2004 
under lease with the State of Texas for 
nominal rent plus utilities and minor 
repairs. 

Since its initial occupancy, the Mili-
tary Museum has worked with a pri-
vate consultant to put together a 5- 
year capital improvement plan for fis-
cal years 2010 through 2015, to improve 
the facility and address storm damage 
to make the museum more of a world- 
class museum. 

The General Services Administration 
declared the property excess on Decem-
ber 16, 2009, and the Military Museum 
of Texas has expressed an interest in 
purchasing the property at its full mar-
ket value with a museum use restric-
tion. The government interest in this 
property is protected because if the 
site is used for anything except for a 
museum during the next 30 years, the 
owners will be required to pay the mar-
ket value of the parcel at the highest 
and best use. 

Given that the GSA has declared this 
property excess and the Military Mu-
seum of Texas is willing to purchase at 
market value, we find this transfer to 
be in the best interest of the govern-
ment, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-

ida. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Let me add my words to the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia. 
This bill would direct the GSA to 
transfer property in Houston to the 
Military Museum, as the gentlewoman 
just said. 

I want to thank the gentlewoman 
from Texas, SHEILA JACKSON LEE, for 
bringing up this bill. This would, as 
well as what the chairwoman just 
talked about, also solve an issue that is 
really an unfortunate symptom of poor 
management of real Federal property. 

In 2004, the museum leased this prop-
erty, as we just heard, in good faith 
from the State of Texas, which had 
used the property since 1972; and the 
State had actually even made improve-
ments on it. Now, at the time GSA 
didn’t even know that it owned this 
property. So it was only after due dili-
gence from the folks at the museum 
when they started researching the 
property and the tax records, that is 
when it was discovered that GSA actu-
ally owned or, let me say, likely owned 
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the property. GSA didn’t even have a 
record of its ownership interest, but 
subsequently confirmed its interest in 
the property. 

Now, the chairwoman and Ranking 
Member JOHN MICA of the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee 
and I have been working to cut waste-
ful management of Federal real estate 
property and to save taxpayers money. 
Unfortunately, this is yet another ex-
ample, Mr. Speaker, of the type of poor 
management that has plagued Federal 
real property. This case raises serious 
questions as to whether Federal agen-
cies frankly even have accurate data 
about which properties they even own, 
the taxpayer even owns, let alone how 
to manage those properties. But now 
we are where we are. That is why I 
thank the gentlewoman from Texas. 

The Military Museum of Texas, 
which is a nonprofit organization 
founded in 1992 by military veterans, 
operates with a voluntary staff and dis-
plays military vehicles, as we have 
heard; and they draw a significant 
amount of visitors each year. 

So the GSA, after finally realizing 
that they did own the property, that 
the taxpayers own the property, has 
determined that there is no Federal use 
for this property. So this bill would 
provide an opportunity, I think a very 
good opportunity, for the Military Mu-
seum of Texas to continue using the 
property as a museum; and it will en-
sure that the taxpayers will be com-
pensated appropriately. 

I am pleased to be a cosponsor with 
the gentlewoman from Texas. I want to 
thank her again for her leadership on 
this issue. I clearly support the bill. I 
just wanted to make sure that every-
body understood the issue that we are 
dealing with here at the Federal level. 
When you have an agency that doesn’t 
even know that it owns a piece of prop-
erty, it tells you that we have issues up 
here that we need to deal with. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 

the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
JACKSON LEE), the sponsor of this bill, 
such time as she may consume. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, let me thank the chairwoman 
of the subcommittee, first of all, for 
her kind generosity and the excellent 
staff of the chairperson, and as well my 
friend and my good friend from Flor-
ida, Congressman MARIO DIAZ-BALART, 
who is the ranking member of this 
committee, for the wisdom and for 
their staff’s excellent work that has 
generated relief for hardworking vet-
erans. 

In one sense, the Texas Military Mu-
seum, it speaks to individuals who 
have found themselves now living in 
the State of Texas. But these are he-
roes that served the Nation, proudly 
so, and they welcome the Nation to 
come and to celebrate the idea of a 
military museum. I don’t think we can 

have enough of these facilities. And so 
I am very grateful that this nonprofit 
institution, in the wisdom of my bipar-
tisan cosponsors, of which I want to ex-
press deep and abiding appreciation as 
I indicated to the ranking member for 
his sponsorship and to the chairwoman 
for her leadership, because it is pre-
serving the honor and the memory of 
citizens who served defending the 
United States’ freedom and liberty, 
and, as well, we emphasize, serving the 
entire country. 

This will include all branches of the 
Armed Forces, including the Reserves 
and the National Guard. This will 
allow these individuals who have nur-
tured and cared for military vehicles 
and other equipment for display since 
the beginning of their operations, crit-
ical components of the military his-
tory. These individuals, these soldiers 
have restored and preserved this mili-
tary equipment and memorabilia with 
enduring kindness, volunteerism; and 
they have stood fast just like they 
stood fast on the battlefield on behalf 
of the Nation. 

The museum has had to turn down 
historic military equipment for display 
and restoration given their space limi-
tations, so this museum will in essence 
be an asset for the American people. 

What will it do? In addition to saying 
thank you to veterans, to those who 
have served, it will be a benefit to the 
community, schools, as well as vet-
erans and military-related groups. It 
will teach the children to value a sol-
dier, both old and young, both active 
and nonactive. It will teach them to 
understand what sacrifice is all about. 
It will explain to them, these tough ve-
hicles that children rarely see, what 
they mean to their freedom. The Mili-
tary Museum provides educational pro-
grams. You can’t imagine the different 
schools that are eager to see them. 
Live reenactments from military per-
sonnel, interactive exhibits, provide in-
ternships to military history and pres-
ervation, as well as research databases 
available for educational and historical 
institutions and the public. 

I might deviate just for a moment. A 
fallen hero that all of us admired, Am-
bassador Richard Holbrooke, took his 
arms of peace. He was of course the 
envoy to Pakistan and Afghanistan, 
where a war is raging in Afghanistan. 
What I would say to you is that he un-
derstood the partnership and the work 
that has to be done with the military. 

That is why this museum is so impor-
tant. They work together for peace, di-
plomacy and peace. It is enormously 
important that we provide an oppor-
tunity for these to be recognized. 

Now, we are grateful that the Gen-
eral Services Administration has a 
light bulb on, and we thank those who 
have recognized the fact, how impor-
tant it is to be able to fix this, if you 
will. That is what we are doing. 
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But we are fixing it for the right rea-

sons. This will be conveyed for market 
value, the title and interest to the ben-
efit of the United States of America. 
Therefore, this particular land will not 
go unused or misused. It, in actuality, 
will be for the Military Museum of 
Texas that can really be called the 
Military Museum—one of them—of the 
United States of America. We support 
honoring our soldiers. 

So let me thank Ron Kendall, Elliot 
Doomes, Ward McCarragher, Johanna 
Hardy, Major Keithen Washington of 
my office, who was a Department of 
Defense detailee. We thank him for his 
fine work, and my deputy chief of staff 
for her untiring efforts to keep moving 
this bill. 

Certainly we want to acknowledge all 
of the original cosponsors: MARIO DIAZ- 
BALART, TED POE, ILEANA ROS- 
LEHTINEN, CHARLIE GONZALEZ, HENRY 
‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, and RALPH HALL, and 
the many others who have rallied 
around to be supportive. 

Let me close at this time and indi-
cate that we often speak of making 
sure that our veterans have all their 
benefits. We want to help the wounded 
warriors. Many of us visit the front 
lines from Iraq to Afghanistan to Bos-
nia to Albania and places beyond, but 
we want them to know that we cherish 
what they have done, and a military 
museum is a way of doing that. It gives 
them great joy to teach and educate 
adults and children, alike, what it is to 
serve. Our freedom is intertwined with 
the sacrifices of our servicemen and 
-women whose devotion to freedom is 
unparalleled. I am privileged to honor 
their sacrifices and the role each plays 
in our freedom by championing and 
supporting this legislation. 

This bill is yet another reminder to 
all Americans of the risk that our serv-
icemembers take on our behalf daily. 
Moreover, H.R. 6510 is an expression of 
gratitude for their service. 

The Military Museum of Texas 
houses wonderful memorabilia and ar-
tifacts, and I can say that the relics re-
mind us to be grateful and thankful for 
the reasons owed to military service-
men and -women for the sacrifices they 
made for our enjoyment of freedom. So 
I ask my colleagues to help us make it 
right, and I ask my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 6510, a bipartisan bill recog-
nizing the history of our great military 
men and women. 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, let me once again 
thank the gentlelady from Texas for 
bringing up this bill. As I mentioned 
before, not only is it going to help 
solve a problem where you have a Fed-
eral agency that didn’t even know it 
had a piece of property that it owned, 
but as she eloquently stated, it is solv-
ing that problem and replacing it with 
a very meritorious thing, which is a 
museum for our fighting men and 
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women who have kept us free for over 
200 years. 

She very generously mentioned lots 
of names that she thanked, but I would 
be remiss if I didn’t thank the gentle-
woman from Texas for her leadership 
on this issue. It may have been a frus-
trating issue at times, but she has 
brought it to the finish line here in the 
House. 

Also, I want to thank the chair-
woman of the subcommittee I have had 
the privilege of being the ranking 
member of for 2 years; first for working 
so closely with me and for, once again, 
bringing this bill, and also just for 
being a great partner for the last 2 
years, working together on a number of 
issues, always with great generosity 
and a spirit of cooperation with me. 
And that is something I will never for-
get. 

This may or may not be the last time 
I am on the floor as a member of this 
committee because I am moving on to 
the Appropriations Committee, but I 
wanted to thank the chairwoman for 
her many courtesies to me. I have real-
ly enjoyed, and it has been a privilege, 
working with you, Madam Chair-
woman. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. NORTON. First, I want to thank 
the ranking member, the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART), 
with whom I have worked so well and 
so closely, to thank him for the 
collegiality he and I have had on the 
subcommittee. It is a model, it seems 
to me, that the Congress might want to 
follow. 

I must say, when my good friend tells 
me that he probably will be leaving the 
committee altogether, it is a sad note 
for me, given the way we have tried to 
reach agreement whenever there has 
been disagreement. And, frankly, on 
most matters he and I have found little 
upon which to disagree. 

I can only wish him well on the Ap-
propriations Committee. That must be 
his preference. Therefore, I wish the 
best for him, and I certainly hope to 
have the opportunity to work with him 
again in connection with that com-
mittee or otherwise on this floor or in 
this Congress. 

I want to congratulate my good 
friend from Texas for her strong leader-
ship on this bill and in wanting to 
make sure that this bill got on the 
floor before the end of the session and 
for her devotion to a bill that should be 
received, I’m sure, by all because of the 
recognition she so wisely understands 
all members of the Armed Forces are 
due. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 6510, to direct the Administrator 
of General Services to convey a property in 
Houston, Texas, to the Military Museum of 
Texas. 

The Military Museum of Texas is a non-prof-
it organization with an all-volunteer staff that 

operates a small museum in Houston, Texas, 
on land owned by the United States Govern-
ment. The Museum has been operating on 
this property since 2004, paying a very nomi-
nal rent under an agreement with the State of 
Texas, which in turn had a use agreement 
with the General Services Administration, 
GSA. 

In 2009, GSA determined that it did not 
have a need for the property, and, following 
normal federal procedures, reported the prop-
erty as excess to its needs. The GSA Office 
of Property Utilization and Disposal then 
screened the property with other federal agen-
cies for possible use, and determined in Janu-
ary 2010, that the property was surplus to fed-
eral needs. In June 2010, the State of Texas 
formally notified GSA that it, too, had no need 
for the property. 

H.R. 6510 directs the GSA Administrator to 
convey this property to the tenant who has 
been in occupancy for the last 6 years, the 
Military Museum of Texas, for the fair market 
value of the property in its current use as a 
museum. The conveyance, by a provision in 
this bill, will include a covenant restricting the 
use of the property to its current use as a mu-
seum. If the Museum wants to abrogate the 
restrictive covenant, the Museum must pay 
GSA the fair market value of the property in its 
highest and best use. 

The provisions of the bill are fair and rea-
sonable, and protect the interests of the U.S. 
Government, while affording the Military Mu-
seum of Texas the opportunity to end its ten-
ant status and take ownership of this property. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 6510. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in strong support of H.R. 6510. 
First, I would like to thank Ron Kendell, Elliot 
Doomes, Ward McCarrington, Johanna Hardy, 
Major Keithen Washington and Shashrina 
Thomas for their tireless efforts in moving this 
bill. I would also like to thank the co-sponsors 
of this bill and my colleagues: Representa-
tives: MARIO DIAZ-BALART, TED POE, ILEANA 
ROS-LEHTINEN, CHARLES GONZALEZ, HENRY 
‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON and RALPH HALL. I intro-
duced this bill requesting that the Adminis-
trator of General Services convey land to the 
Military Museum of Texas. 

The Military Museum of Texas was formed 
to create, maintain and operate an institution 
to honor and perpetuate the memories of all 
men and women who have served in the 
Armed Forces of the United States of Amer-
ica. The President of the Military Museum of 
Texas, Ed Farris, a former Marine sergeant, 
and a 22-year veteran of the Houston Police 
Department’s motorcycle patrol and bomb 
squad, has worked tirelessly to preserve the 
memories of the men and women of the 
armed forces. They paid with their lives and 
their youth to ensure that the United States re-
mains a free and prosperous nation. It is im-
portant that we support Mr. Farris and the 
board members of the Military Museum of 
Texas to honor and recognize the men and 
women, living and dead, who have served in 
the armed forces of the United States. The 
museum provides a way to hold them up as 
the heroes they are. 

Mr. Speaker, our freedom is intertwined with 
the sacrifices of our Veterans, whose devotion 

to our way of life is unparalleled. I am privi-
leged to honor their sacrifices and the role 
they play in our nation by introducing House 
Resolution 6510. 

Our nation and veterans from the great 
State of Texas have a proud legacy of appre-
ciation and commitment to the men and 
women who have worn the uniform in defense 
of this country. We must be united in seeing 
that every soldier, sailor, airman, marine, and 
coast guardsmen has a place of memory, 
pride and honor, in which the Military Museum 
of Texas provides. 

Today, we continue to be engaged in hos-
tilities in Afghanistan, and young men and 
women will pay the ultimate price while wear-
ing the uniform of our nation. Let us honor the 
memory of the 4,400 Americans who have 
died in Iraq and more than 1,300 who have 
died in Afghanistan. We also honor the sac-
rifices of our wounded: nearly 32,000 U.S. 
troops in Iraq and 9,000 in Afghanistan. 

Throughout the Military Museum of Texas, 
Americans will learn from the surviving World 
War II veterans to the veterans of Operation 
Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. 

In the words of President John F. Kennedy, 
‘‘As we express our gratitude, we must never 
forget that the highest appreciation is not to 
utter words, but to live by them.’’ It is not sim-
ply enough to sing the praises of our nation’s 
great veterans; I firmly believe that we must 
demonstrate by our actions how proud we are 
of our American heroes. Join me and support 
H.R. 6510. I firmly believe that we should cel-
ebrate our veterans after every conflict, and I 
remain committed to both meeting the needs 
of veterans of previous wars, and to provide a 
fitting welcome home to those who are now 
serving. 

Currently, there are 23 million veterans in 
the United States. There are more than 
1,626,000 veterans living in Texas and more 
than 32,000 veterans living in my Congres-
sional district alone. H.R. 6510 will allow Con-
gress to express our appreciation to those 
who have answered the call to duty. As the 
great British leader Winston Churchill famously 
stated, ‘‘Never in the field of human conflict 
was so much owed by so many to so few.’’ 

Our nation is founded on the principles, laid 
out in the Declaration of Independence, that 
‘‘all men are created equal,’’ ‘‘that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights,’’ and ‘‘that among these 
are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happi-
ness.’’ At various points in our history as a na-
tion, we have found need to send our sons 
and daughters, our most precious resources, 
overseas to fight in defense of these great 
principles. At times when the need is greatest, 
America’s soldiers have always stepped up to 
protect our nation. 

And so, today, I hope we will all take time 
from our daily lives to reflect upon the sac-
rifices made by those who serve in our armed 
forces, and to resolve together that we will 
provide returning veterans with the welcome, 
services, care, and compassion that they de-
serve—a Museum of reflection. As we con-
sider H.R. 6510, let us all remember the one 
thing that makes our nation truly great are the 
young men and women willing to fight to de-
fend it, to defend us, and to defend our way 
of life. Join me and support H.R. 6510. 
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Memories fade all too quickly, and we are 

losing about 1000 WWII veterans every day. It 
is important that we record and preserve the 
memories of these veterans so that future 
generations can understand the sacrifices of 
our veterans. The Museum is a place for pres-
ervation of military memorabilia, personal sto-
ries, artifacts and the history of past wars to 
remember American veterans and their sac-
rifices. 

It is remarkably easy for succeeding genera-
tions to forget why we enjoy the freedoms we 
do in our country. The Museum seeks to edu-
cate the public about the sacrifices of our vet-
erans that gave us those freedoms. 

It is difficult for those who have not served 
in combat to understand the horrors our vet-
erans endured and the trauma that still affects 
their lives. Veterans themselves conduct tours 
and convey their personal experiences to visi-
tors. 

The Museum provides a place where vet-
erans can congregate and discuss their expe-
riences, and in the process, heal. It also per-
mits them to talk about their experiences with 
museum visitors. 

Soldiers currently serving in places such as 
Iraq and Afghanistan need to know that the 
people back home in the great state of Texas 
support them. Volunteers at the Military Mu-
seum of Texas prepare and send care pack-
ages to troops who are serving overseas and 
are patients in military hospitals recovering 
from wounds. The Military Museum of Texas 
also hosts reunions, participate in parades and 
other events in the Houston, Texas area. 

The Military Museum is a pillar in the com-
munity, and a benefit to schools, veterans and 
military related groups. It provides educational 
programs, live reenactments from military per-
sonnel as well as interactive exhibits. Further-
more, the Military Museum provides intern-
ships in military history and preservation, and 
a research database available for education 
and historical institutions and the public. 

Let us continue to preserve and honor the 
memory of those who defend our freedom and 
liberty. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support H.R. 6510, 
and ask for its immediate adoption. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from the District of 
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 6510. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENATE 

A further message from the Senate 
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-

nounced that the Senate has passed 
with an amendment in which the con-
currence of the House is requested, a 
bill of the House of the following title: 

H.R. 2941. An act to reauthorize and en-
hance Johanna’s Law to increase public 
awareness and knowledge with respect to 
gynecologic cancers. 

f 

MAKING TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS 
TO COAST GUARD AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6516) to make technical correc-
tions to provisions of law enacted by 
the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 
2010. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6516 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS. 

Effective with the enactment of the Coast 
Guard Authorization Act of 2010 (Public Law 
111–281), such Act is amended as follows: 

(1) Section 208(c) is amended by striking 
‘‘such chapter’’ and inserting ‘‘chapter 5 of 
title 14, United States Code,’’. 

(2) Section 221(a)(6)(B) is amended by in-
serting open quotation marks before ‘‘(1) In 
such amounts’’. 

(3) Section 401(d)(1) is amended by striking 
‘‘part’’ and inserting ‘‘section’’. 

(4) Section 402(a) is amended by striking 
‘‘Coast Guard Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Years 2010 and 2011’’ each place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘Coast Guard Authorization 
Act of 2010’’. 

(5) Section 511(a) is amended— 
(A) in the matter preceding the quoted ma-

terial, by striking ‘‘of such title’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘of title 14, United States Code,’’; and 

(B) in the quoted material, in section 
50(a)(3)(B), by striking ‘‘stewrdship’’ and in-
serting ‘‘stewardship’’. 

(6) Section 524(a) is amended— 
(A) in subsection (a), in the quoted matter, 

by redesignating section 102 as section 101; 
and 

(B) in subsection (b), by striking the mat-
ter that is inside the quotation marks and 
inserting the following: 

‘‘101. Appeals and waivers.’’. 

(7) Section 525 is amended— 
(A) in subsection (a)— 
(i) in the matter preceding the quoted ma-

terial, by striking ‘‘further’’; and 
(ii) in the quoted material, by redesig-

nating section 200 as section 199; and 
(B) in subsection (b), by striking the mat-

ter that is inside the quotation marks and 
inserting the following: 

‘‘199. Marine Safety curriculum.’’. 

(8) Section 617(f)(3)(C) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘402(c)’’ and inserting ‘‘11.402(c)’’. 

(9) Section 618 is amended by striking 
‘‘Great Lake’’ and inserting ‘‘Great Lakes’’. 

(10) Section 702(a) is amended by inserting 
‘‘of the department in which the Coast Guard 
is operating’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’. 

(11) Section 703(a) is amended by inserting 
‘‘of the department in which the Coast Guard 
is operating’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’. 

(12) Section 806(c)(2)(A)(i) is amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘OR FACILITIES’’ and in-

serting ‘‘or facilities’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘PORTS’’ and inserting 
‘‘ports’’. 

(13) Section 819 is amended in the quoted 
matter by striking ‘‘(6)’’ and inserting ‘‘(3)’’. 

(14) Section 821(a) is amended in the quoted 
matter in section 70125(d) by striking ‘‘[46 
U.S.C. 70101 note]’’ and inserting ‘‘(46 U.S.C. 
70101 note)’’. 

(15) Section 821(b) is amended by striking 
‘‘is repealed’’ and inserting ‘‘, and the item 
relating to such section in the table of con-
tents in section 1(b) of such Act, are re-
pealed’’. 

(16) Section 828(a) is amended— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Section 701’’ and inserting 

‘‘Chapter 701’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘is amended’’ and inserting 

‘‘is further amended’’. 
(17) Section 828(c) is amended— 
(A) in paragraph (1) by striking ‘‘is amend-

ed’’ and inserting ‘‘is further amended’’; 
(B) in paragraph (2) by striking ‘‘is amend-

ed’’ and inserting ‘‘is further amended’’; 
(C) by redesignating paragraphs (3) and (4) 

as subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph 
(2), and moving such subparagraphs 2 ems to 
the right; and 

(D) in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (2), as 
so redesignated, by striking the matter that 
is inside the quotation marks and inserting 
the following: 
‘‘Subchapter I—General’’. 

(18) Section 901(a) is amended by inserting 
‘‘and 12132’’ after ‘‘12112’’. 

(19) Section 1011(9)(B) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘3(b)(2)’’ and inserting ‘‘1012(b)(2)’’. 

(20) Section 1043 is amended by striking 
‘‘section 18,’’ and inserting ‘‘title 18,’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) and the gen-
tleman from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Maryland. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 6516. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 6516, to make technical correc-
tions to provisions of law enacted by 
the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 
2010. 

The Coast Guard Authorization Act 
of 2010 is the first Coast Guard author-
izing legislation to become law since 
2006. This law represents years of hard 
work toward improving the service’s 
capabilities by addressing the fol-
lowing issues: oil pollution prevention, 
acquisition reform, port security, ma-
rine safety, and the Coast Guard’s or-
ganizational structure. 

b 1700 
This law also protects the public and 

our environment by prohibiting the 
sale, distribution, and use of toxic anti- 
fouling systems for hulls of ships and 
marine structures. 
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