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Presiding Officer sat in the House of 
Representatives in those days when the 
huge Bush tax cuts for the wealthy in 
2001 and 2003 passed. They always said 
they would pay for themselves. Not 
even close. We went from a surplus 
when President Clinton left office, the 
largest surplus in U.S. history, to mas-
sive deficits when President Bush left 
office, the largest deficits up to that 
point in American history. 

Congressional Republicans, who were 
the most responsible for this economic 
situation, along with President Bush, 
said that the tax cuts for the wealthi-
est would grow the economy and create 
jobs. They haven’t. Under President 
Bush, for 8 years, we lost 673,000 private 
sector jobs. We actually declined in the 
number of Americans working in the 
private sector during those 8 years. 
From 2001 to 2007, we had below aver-
age economic growth. 

Republicans say that if millionaires 
have to pay the same tax they did be-
fore the Bush tax cuts; that is, during 
the Clinton years, then job creation 
will suffer. But it is a fact that during 
the Clinton years we created 22 million 
jobs in those 8 years—again, 21 million 
private sector jobs and 22 million over-
all. We created 21 million private sec-
tor jobs compared to private sector job 
loss during the Bush years. 

Congressional Republicans voted for 
the Iraq war but have ignored its costs, 
charging it to our children and grand-
children. In 2003, Republicans voted to 
bail out the drug and insurance compa-
nies in the name of Medicare privatiza-
tion and charged it to our children and 
grandchildren. 

If the last decade is any indication, it 
is that trickle-down economics simply 
doesn’t work. The last decade has 
shown it has failed history as an exper-
iment. 

Meanwhile, during the last 2 years 
alone, Democrats—usually without Re-
publican support—have already passed 
$500 billion in tax cuts through the 
ARRA, through the Small Business 
Act, through the HIRE Act. Our eco-
nomic policies that are focused on the 
middle class are helping to create jobs 
and turn around our economy. 

For the past 50 years, Republicans 
and Democrats alike have always acted 
to provide extended unemployment 
during tough economic times. That is 
because it is not only a moral obliga-
tion, but it is also an economic stim-
ulus for our economy. The same goes 
for the childcare and the earned-in-
come tax credits. They strengthen the 
middle class. They give people oppor-
tunity to join the middle class. They 
help the economy by injecting money 
into the economy. 

So this debate really comes down to 
whose side are you on and whom are 
you fighting for. It is a choice between 
paying an extortionist’s ransom—we 
are not going to do anything; we are 
going to do a work stoppage unless we 

do tax cuts for the rich—it is a choice 
between paying an extortionist’s ran-
som or letting the middle class con-
tinue to struggle. It is a choice forced 
upon us during a time when we simply 
can’t afford to play politics with peo-
ple’s livelihoods. 

I can’t look an unemployed worker in 
the eye and tell him that our political 
principles stand in the way of their 
earned benefits. As much as I dislike 
what they did and how they did it, as 
much as I dislike these tax cuts that go 
overwhelmingly to the richest people, 
the estate tax cuts, the huge hole they 
are driving in the deficit, as much as I 
dislike that—and they are my prin-
ciples I stand on—I just can’t imagine 
saying to an unemployed worker: 
Sorry, as much as I want to help you, 
I just don’t believe this is fair that we 
should do this. I can’t look at a single 
mother making $27,000 a year and say: 
The earned-income tax credit is not 
important, even though it is for you, 
and turn my back on them. The unem-
ployed worker, the single parent mak-
ing $28,000 a year working two jobs 
should not have to end the holiday sea-
son and enter the new year worried be-
cause of politics and about how the ar-
cane Senate procedure stood in the 
way. 

I may not like the choice, but I have 
to stand with the Ohioans who may 
have to wait until midnight when their 
unemployment benefits are activated 
to buy necessities such as milk and 
bread. We have to stand with the moth-
er and the father and the teacher and 
the nurse and the farmer who need 
middle-class tax relief to care for a 
child, afford a college education, or to 
build a small business. 

It is with that in mind that I vote in 
favor of this bill—people such as 
Ericka and Susan and Debbie and Mi-
chael and Stacy who say: Enough is 
enough. Please help me. Because of 
them, I will continue to fight on their 
behalf. 

I hope my Republican colleagues 
learn something from this. Legislative 
threats of a work stoppage and legisla-
tive blackmail may have helped their 
rich friends and may continue today, 
but in the end, it is bad for our econ-
omy, it is bad for the Senate, it is ter-
rible for our country, and it is terrible 
for our future. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that Senator 

VOINOVICH, my State’s senior Senator, 
be recognized at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
December 15, to bid farewell to the 
Senate for up to 20 minutes; further, 
that at 2:15 p.m. on Tuesday, December 
21, Senator SPECTER be recognized to 
deliver his farewell to the Senate; pro-
vided further that on Wednesday, De-
cember 15, upon conclusion of the vote 
on proceeding to executive session, the 
Senate return to legislative session in 
order for Senator LINCOLN to say fare-
well to the Senate; that at the conclu-
sion of her remarks and any of her col-
leagues, the Senate then resume execu-
tive session at the same status prior to 
Senator LINCOLN’s recognition in legis-
lative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTES TO RETIRING 
SENATORS 

JUDD GREGG 
Mr. DURBIN. I want to join my col-

leagues in wishing our friend, Senator 
JUDD GREGG, the best of luck as he pre-
pares for his new life beyond the U.S. 
Senate. 

I don’t think it is any exaggeration 
to say that, without the leadership and 
dogged insistence of JUDD GREGG and 
KENT CONRAD, there would have been 
no Presidential Deficit Commission. 

As a member of that commission, I 
want to say to Senator GREGG: I will 
get you back for that one. 

In all seriousness, serving on the Def-
icit Commission was not an easy as-
signment. But I believe the commis-
sion’s work, and the way we went 
about our work, shows that Democrats 
and Republicans can still reason to-
gether and act together for the good of 
our nation. I thank Senator GREGG for 
helping to remind us of that important 
truth. 

You might remember a few years 
back when Senator GREGG won about 
$850,000 in a Powerball payoff. A bunch 
of us on our side of the aisle tried to 
convince him that he ought to do what 
all big lottery winners do: quit his job. 
He said no—there was more he wanted 
to do in the Senate. 

JUDD and I served together in the 
House and the Senate and, as I said, on 
the Deficit Commission. We’re one of 
the Odd Couples of Capitol Hill. He’s 
Felix and I’m Oscar. 

We haven’t agreed on a whole lot. 
But we have been allies on some big, 
important fights. JUDD was an 
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