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a large expansion program, in which the Plain 
Dealer improved the quality of its service by 
investing in a new facility, a redesigned dis-
tribution system, and expanded coverage of 
local news. He retired in 2006, capping a 46- 
year career at the Plain Dealer. 

As a result of his prolific career in jour-
nalism, Mr. Machaskee has been recognized 
by many local organizations and institutions. 
He has received honorary Doctor of Humane 
Letters from Cleveland State University, the 
University of Akron, and Heidelberg College. 
Some of his honors and awards include the 
Ellis Island Medal of Honor from the National 
Ethnic Coalition Organization, the Whitney M. 
Young Humanitarian Award from the Urban 
League of Cleveland, and the Nonprofit Board 
Executive of the Year Award from the World 
Trade Center Cleveland. He has also been in-
ducted into the Northeast Ohio Business and 
Cleveland Journalism Halls of Fame. 

In a further demonstration of his dedication 
and commitment to the Cleveland community, 
Mr. Machaskee has been welcomed into the 
boards of many local nonprofit organizations. 
Some of the cultural institutions whose boards 
he joined include the Musical Arts Association 
of the Cleveland Orchestra, the International 
Orthodox Christian Charities, the Cleveland 
Museum of Art, the Cleveland Council on 
World Affairs, the Cleveland Opera, and 
United Way Services. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of Alex Machaskee for his dec-
ades of commitment and service to the greater 
Cleveland area. His leadership of the Plain 
Dealer and his efforts in greater Cleveland 
area nonprofit organizations demonstrate the 
strength of his character and the dedication he 
feels to his community. I commend Mr. 
Machaskee and wish him success in his future 
efforts. 
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RETIRED MAJOR GENERAL FRED-
ERICK HARWOOD ‘‘FRED’’ 
FORSTER 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 14, 2010 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, Retired 
Major General Frederick Harwood ‘‘Fred’’ 
Forster passed away on November 18, 2010, 
after a long and very brave battle with cancer. 
I do not know another person who has met 
such a challenge with more strength, faith, 
and grace. 

Fred was a very patriotic American and one 
of the finest men I have ever known. He had 
an immeasurable impact on Blount County, 
Tennessee, and the United States in many 
positive ways. 

Upon reporting the news of his death, The 
Daily Times newspaper in Maryville, Ten-
nessee, referred to Fred as ‘‘a community 
treasure.’’ 

Fred’s pastor at Mount Lebanon Baptist 
Church said Blount County has lost a ‘‘great 
man and friend to this community,’’ and he 
continued on to say that, ‘‘(Fred) believed in 
prayer and accepted the will of God without 
complaint. Dignity, respect, honor, faith, love, 

commitment; these are the words that de-
scribe Fred.’’ 

Sharon Hannum, Chair of the Blount County 
Chamber Foundation, said, ‘‘I have met no 
stronger, dedicated and compassionate leader 
than in the person of Fred Forster.’’ 

Former Maryville Mayor Joe Swann said, 
‘‘His steadfastness in the face of such adver-
sity makes him the solider we point to and 
say, ‘I had the great privilege of knowing that 
remarkable man.’ ’’ 

Senator LAMAR ALEXANDER, a native of 
Maryville himself, called Fred a friend and 
said, ‘‘Blount County and I will miss him great-
ly.’’ 

Fred is perhaps best known for his success 
in the military. Commissioned as a second 
lieutenant in 1968, his accomplishments as a 
pilot and natural leadership abilities propelled 
Fred to the rank of assistant adjutant general 
of the Tennessee Air National Guard at the 
time of his retirement in 2003. 

During his 35-year service, he served as 
commander of the 134th Air Refueling Wing, 
Tennessee Air National Guard, and chief of 
staff of the Tennessee Air National Guard. 

Fred’s time in the military took him through 
the Air Command and Staff College, Army 
Command and General Staff College, and Air 
War College. He received countless decora-
tions, including a Bronze Star, and served in 
Thailand and the United Arab Emirates, play-
ing an important role in the liberation of Kuwait 
during Operations Desert Shield and Desert 
Storm. 

Fred also found much success in commu-
nity development. He served as chief execu-
tive officer of the Blount Partnership, a venture 
made up by the Blount County Chamber of 
Commerce, Industrial Development Board, 
Smoky Mountain Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau and Blount Chamber Foundation. 

His time at the Chamber is admired by all 
who were lucky enough to work with him until 
his retirement earlier this year. 

As you would imagine, Fred’s work did not 
stop with the military or his time at the Cham-
ber. He devoted much time to other civic and 
private organizations too numerous to name in 
this space. 

Fred was buried with full military honors at 
Mount Lebanon Baptist Church, and I at-
tended his graveside service along with many 
hundreds of other people. It was very obvious 
to everyone who was there how loved and re-
spected he was in the community. 

Recently, Fred’s father-in-law, Garland 
DeLozier, also passed away. Garland was a 
community leader in his own right, and I offer 
my condolences to Fred’s wife, Carolyn, who 
has lost her husband and father in such a 
short span of time. 

Before his passing, Fred said of Carolyn, 
‘‘She was invaluable. Couldn’t ask for a better 
supporter and a partner and a helper and sus-
tainer.’’ 

Fred’s daughter Rebecca was one of my 
House Pages and is now a member of my 
staff, and her sister, Joy, interned for me in 
1996. I know the pain myself of losing a father 
at about their age, but they should have much 
comfort in knowing how loved and admired 
their dad was by everyone and how proud he 
was of their own accomplishments. 

Fred was very devoted to his family, and he 
will be greatly missed by Carolyn, Joy, and 

Rebecca, as well as his daughter, Katherine; 
grandchildren Drew and Caroline; mother, 
Harriet; and sister, Jane. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my Colleagues and 
other readers of the RECORD to join me in 
celebrating the extraordinary life of Major Gen-
eral Fred Forster. His life and accomplish-
ments are without comparison, and he will for-
ever be an example to all those who knew 
him. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 14, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is 
$13,848,017,156,749.09. 

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $3,209,591,410,455.20 so far this Con-
gress. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 
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IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
CLEVELANDPEOPLE.COM 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 14, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the developers and 
sponsors of ClevelandPeople.com on their 
recognition at the American Nationalities 
Movement’s Christmas Luncheon. 
ClevelandPeople.com was selected for this 
honor because of the website’s crucial role in 
supporting the social life and cultural richness 
of the city. 

Founded in 1959 by Ralph Perk, the Amer-
ican Nationalities Movement consists of rep-
resentatives of over 50 nationalities in the 
Cleveland area that come together to cele-
brate their unique heritages. Each year during 
its Christmas Luncheon, it recognizes individ-
uals and groups that have contributed to sup-
porting ethnic groups and celebrating diversity. 

Debbie, Dan, and Pat Hanson formed 
ClevelandPeople.com in 2001 when they de-
cided to condense information about local cul-
tural events and support services onto a few 
web pages. Over the past nine years, it has 
grown into a social hub connecting 64 different 
groups and receiving thousands of views each 
day. The website’s developers explain that 
supporting Cleveland’s distinct ethnic commu-
nities is important not only for maintaining the 
cultural wealth of the city, but for ensuring its 
economic prosperity. Cleveland has always 
been strengthened by its diversity. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in congratulating ClevelandPeople.com on 
their recognition at the American Nationalities 
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