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hand of Almighty God; the freedom to 
enjoy the fruits of our labors, the free-
dom to speak our minds and worship 
God as we see fit, the freedom to asso-
ciate with those of our own choosing 
and to select those who would govern 
us. 

From the hillsides of ancient Athens 
to the fields of Runnymede, to the vil-
lage greens of Lexington and Concord, 
to the Halls of this great Senate, it has 
always been the same: The innate 
human longing for independence now 
finds its truest expression in the Amer-
ican experiment. We are the guardians 
of that dream. 

Each generation of Americans has 
been called to renew our commitment 
to that ideal, often in blood, always 
with sacrifice. Now is our time. Now is 
the time for us to keep faith with those 
who have come before and to do right 
by those who will follow, to lift high 
the cause of freedom in all of its mani-
festations within its surest sanctuary— 
this U.S. Senate. 

All of this was put into perspective 
for me one day on a visit to Walter 
Reed Army hospital. I was visiting 
wounded soldiers. There was a young 
sergeant from Georgia. He had been 
married 3 weeks before deploying to 
Iraq. He was missing his left arm and 
both legs. His wife sat by his side. A 
look of dignified calm was upon his 
face. I asked if he was receiving the 
care he needed. Yes, he said, he was. I 
asked if there was anything I could do. 
No. No, there was not. Anything he 
needed? No. 

I had never felt so helpless or so in-
significant. 

I left his room and made my way to 
the hospital front door and walked out-
side into the bright sunshine, sat upon 
the curb, and cried. 

All I could think of was what can I 
do—what can I do to be worthy of him? 
What can each of us do? Look at what 
he sacrificed for America. What are we 
prepared to give? Is it too much to 
think that while soldiers are sacri-
ficing limbs on our behalf, that we can 
look across the aisle and see not en-
emies but friends, not adversaries but 
fellow citizens? 

With service men and women laying 
down their lives, can we not lay down 
our partisanship and rancor but for a 
while? Can we not remember we are 
but ‘‘one nation under God,’’ with a 
common heritage and common destiny? 
Let us no longer be divided into red 
States and blue States but be united 
once more into 50 red, white, and blue 
States. As the civil rights leader once 
reminded us: ‘‘We may have arrived on 
these shores in different ships, but we 
are all in the same boat now.’’ 

My friends, the time has come for the 
sons and daughters of Lincoln and the 
heirs of Jefferson and Jackson to no 
longer wage war upon each other but to 
instead renew the struggle against the 
ancient enemies of man: ignorance, 

poverty, and disease. That is why we 
are here. That is why. If I have been 
able to contribute even a little to rec-
onciliation among us, then I have done 
my duty. 

My prayer is that in the finest tradi-
tions of this Senate—both in my time 
and my father’s time and in days be-
fore—we may once again serve to re-
solve our differences, meet the chal-
lenges that await us, and in so doing 
forge an American future that is wor-
thy of our great past. So that when our 
children’s children write the history of 
our time, they may truly say of us: 
Here were Americans and Senators 
worthy of the name. 

I thank you. 
I yield the floor. 
(Applause, Senators rising.) 
Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I un-

derstand we are in morning business. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. That is correct. 
Ms. LANDRIEU. I would like to 

speak for the next 5 minutes. I under-
stand Senator VOINOVICH is on his way, 
but I would like to speak for the next 
5 minutes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, this 
Senate is not going to be the same 
place without the Senator from Indi-
ana. In fact, it will be a lesser place be-
cause he has been such an outstanding 
Senator. I wish to let him know he will 
be very much missed. He contributed 
enormously, in his very quiet and dig-
nified but powerful way, to many im-
portant issues, both domestic and 
international. We look forward to hear-
ing a lot more from Governor Bayh and 
Senator BAYH in the years to come. 

f 

LOW INCOME HOUSING FIX 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I 
thank the leadership on both sides for 
giving me an opportunity, in just a few 
minutes, to have a portion of the time 
when it comes to the discussion of the 
bill we are going to be voting on at 
noon. But I thought before I got to that 
time I had been allotted in the unani-
mous consent agreement—and I am 
very grateful to the leadership on both 
sides for giving me that opportunity— 
I would take a minute to give a pre-
view while there was no one on the 
floor asking for time now. 

This massive tax bill has been nego-
tiated by many people of good will. I 
see the Senator from Montana, the Fi-
nance Committee chair, who has been 
at the table in these negotiations, and 
Senator MCCONNELL and Senator KYL 
and Senator REID—men who have truly 
worked very hard. There were rep-
resentatives from the White House in 
these negotiations. I know in their 
minds they did their very best. I have 
had some serious issues with portions 
of the package. I have expressed those 

on the floor of the Senate on behalf of 
the constituents I represent. I think I 
have made my points. I think they 
have been very clear. I appreciate the 
opportunity, as a Senator, to be able to 
voice those complaints. 

I am not on the floor right now to 
talk about the major pieces of that tax 
package with which I strongly dis-
agree. I intend to vote for it. I signaled 
that in the vote 2 days ago. I am un-
happy with many pieces of it, but that 
is not why I am here to speak today. I 
am here to ask the Members of this 
Senate to consider, when I ask unani-
mous consent later this morning, to 
grant unanimous consent to fix a mis-
take. I am going to ask, in just a few 
minutes, for the Senate to fix a mis-
take that was made in the negotia-
tions. I am going to need all 100 Sen-
ators to say yes in order to fix this 
mistake. 

Senator VITTER, Senator SHELBY, 
Senator SESSIONS, Senator COCHRAN, 
and Senator WICKER—all the Senators 
from both parties in all the Gulf Coast 
States that are affected by this amend-
ment—join me in this request. There is 
not any difference of opinion among 
those of us who represent these States. 
Only these States are affected by this 
amendment. It is very narrowly craft-
ed. It has to do with a placed-in-service 
date for low-income housing; that is 
all, low-income housing. 

We lost, as many people will recall, 6 
years ago, over 250,000—not 5,000, not 
25,000, not 50,000 but 250,000—homes in 
the aftermath of Katrina, Rita, and the 
great flood that ensued. It is only 6 
years ago that happened so, of course, 
we are still trying to build housing, 
private, stand-alone, single-family 
housing, multifamily housing, housing 
for seniors. It is a huge work. In fact, 
it may be the largest single residential 
building program going on in this cen-
tury, maybe not after World War II—I 
don’t have the figures—but it has been 
a huge residential rebuilding program. 

This GO Zone package was crafted 
with the help of almost every Senator 
in the aftermath, and we are grateful. 
It had basically three main compo-
nents, what I call bonds for big infra-
structure project development, bonds 
for historic credits, because many of 
these neighborhoods—particularly 
Waveland, New Orleans, some of these 
historic places along the gulf coast— 
were destroyed. We wanted to preserve, 
when we rebuilt, the historic nature, so 
we asked the Senate and were granted 
historic preservation credits: the low- 
income housing tax credits to replace 
the thousands of low-income units for 
seniors, for the disabled and for the 
poor and the working poor. In this 
package, the negotiators got every-
thing, but they forgot and left out—out 
of the total $800 million for the GO 
Zones for all the Gulf Coast States, for 
everything I just described—they for-
got to extend the placed-in-service date 
for the low-income housing projects. 
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As a result, and I see Senator VOINO-

VICH on floor—and I know he is in line 
to speak—as a result, if we do not fix 
this today—it is not truly an amend-
ment, it is a correction to the under-
lying bill—these projects will come to 
a halt. There are 77 of them. They are 
narrow. It does not open Pandora’s box. 
It fixes a mistake. I have testimony 
from the Senator from Montana, I have 
testimony from the White House, I 
have testimony from the Republican 
leadership that it was not their inten-
tion and that they did not understand 
clearly enough that if this placed-in- 
service date was not extended, these 
projects—they thought they could go 
on. They cannot. They will come to a 
halt. 

It is only low-income housing 
projects, only in the gulf, and there are 
only 77 of them. Not all of them will 
collapse, but the largest will because 
they cannot be corrected. They cannot 
be built in this year alone. We need to 
give them 2 years to be built. If we can 
do that, the great redevelopment of the 
city of New Orleans and the region will 
continue. 

Please, in the next hour, my col-
leagues, contemplate this. I am going 
to ask for your unanimous consent. I 
hope I can get it. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Montana is rec-
ognized. 

Mr. BAUCUS. I know there is an 
order for the Senator from Ohio to 
speak. I would ask for the Senator’s in-
dulgence for maybe 15 or 30 seconds. 

Mr. VOINOVICH. Sure. 
Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I have 

discussed this matter with the Senator 
from Louisiana. She is right. These 
projects cannot be built fast enough. 
There is just not enough time. The 
placed-in-service date should be ex-
tended an extra year. It is not expen-
sive at all. I hope we can find some way 
to accommodate this need. 

The people in Louisiana and the 
whole gulf coast need this extended 
service date because, otherwise, these 
homes will not be built. I hope we can 
find some way to pass what the Sen-
ator from Louisiana is suggesting. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Ohio is recog-
nized. 

f 

FAREWELL TO THE SENATE 

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I 
rise today to say farewell to the Senate 
after 12 years. I would like to take 
time to convey my heartfelt thanks to 
all of those who have helped me during 
my time in the Senate and to reflect 
briefly on the work we were able to get 
done, work that I think made a dif-
ference for the people of my State and 
our Nation. 

I also will share a few observations 
with my colleagues, both those who are 
staying as the 112th, as well as Sen-

ators yet to come. At this stage in my 
life, I look back on my 44 years in pub-
lic service and I cannot help but thank 
God for the immeasurable blessings he 
has bestowed upon me. Each time I 
walk the steps of the Senate, I look up 
at the Statue of Freedom on the top of 
our Capitol dome, and I think of my 
grandparents who came to America 
with nothing but the clothes on their 
back. They could not read or write and 
spoke only a few words of English. 

I have to pinch myself as a reminder 
that this has not been just a wonderful 
dream. The grandson of Serbian and 
Slovenian immigrants who grew up on 
the east side of Cleveland is a U.S. Sen-
ator. Only in America. 

Truly none of us should take for 
granted the economic and political 
freedoms we have. My dad used to say 
the reason we have more of the world’s 
bounty is because we get more out of 
our people because of our free enter-
prise and educational systems. Mr. 
Gudikuntz, my social studies teacher, 
said: A democracy is where everyone 
has an equal opportunity to become 
unequal. 

So during my final days in the Sen-
ate, I think of the people in my life 
who have gotten me up the steps to 
this hallowed Chamber: My wife of 48 
years Janet is God’s greatest blessing 
to me. She has never pulled or pushed 
me, but she has always been at my 
side; my three children on Earth, 
George, Betsy and Peter, and my angel 
in Heaven, Molly, and my eight grand-
children, my siblings and their ex-
tended families. It is not easy to have 
a father, brother, or uncle in this busi-
ness. The people of Ohio who have fa-
cilitated my election to seven different 
offices, who have stuck with me even 
though on occasion they have not 
agreed with me, have my deep appre-
ciation. I can never thank them 
enough. I hope they know that every 
decision I have made and every policy 
I have crafted, although not always the 
easiest or most popular at the time, 
was aimed to improve and make a posi-
tive difference in our lives. I am very 
humbled to have been given the privi-
lege to serve them through the years. 

Here in the Senate, my wonderful 
staff, both in Ohio and in Washington, 
I am so proud of what they have done 
for me and the people of Ohio. I take 
fatherly pride in having had the chance 
to touch their lives and see them grow. 
I also think of our colleagues in the 
other Senate offices who have helped 
and cooperated with them as we 
worked together to solve our Nation’s 
problems, meet challenges, and seize 
opportunities. My colleagues and I 
should be most humble; for all we are 
is a reflection of these wonderful, 
loyal, hard-working individuals. 

I also thank all of you in this Cham-
ber for your courtesies you have ex-
tended to me. I miss my first 2 years 
when I presided over the Senate, the 

first one to get to 100 hours in the 
chair. It was a wonderful time, and 
thank you all for what you have done 
for me over the years. 

The folks in the Attending Physi-
cian’s Office have taken care of me 
physically. Our two great Chaplains, 
Lloyd Ogilvie and Barry Black, along 
with the wonderful priests at St. Jo-
seph’s on the Hill have helped me grow 
spiritually. I have to mention JIM 
INHOFE, hosting our Bible study each 
week. He honored me by inviting me to 
a codel to Africa this year. There is no 
one in this Senate who has done more 
for public diplomacy for the United 
States in Africa than JIM INHOFE. 

I have learned in my life that you 
cannot do anything alone. So, of 
course, I think of my colleagues in the 
Senate whom I have learned to know 
and respect. I have been blessed to call 
them friends. The American people 
have made it clear that they are not 
happy with partisanship in Wash-
ington. But the fact is, there are some 
great partnerships here, and those 
partnerships and relationships result in 
action. 

I do not think many people outside 
Washington understand that a lot gets 
done here on a bipartisan basis. Many 
Americans think the only action in the 
Senate is on the floor of the Senate. 
But much of the action in the Senate is 
in the committees and meetings with 
other Members off the floor, as well as 
through unanimous consent. 

Once a bill gets through committee, 
perhaps one or two people might have a 
problem with it, but we work it out, 
call them, go see them, it gets done. 
But it is never reported in the paper 
about how we are working together on 
so many pieces of legislation. 

I am proud of the contribution I have 
made to the country in the area of 
human capital and government man-
agement. The fact is, though, without 
my brother, DAN AKAKA—and he is my 
brother—the changes never would have 
occurred. There is nobody who has 
done more to reform the way we treat 
our Federal workers, to make us more 
competitive and work harder and 
smarter and do more with less than 
what DAN and I have tried to do over 
the years, 12 years of working at it. It 
is an area that is neglected by most 
legislators because they do not appre-
ciate how important the people are 
that work in government. I call them 
the A-Team. Any successful organiza-
tion has to have good finances and 
good people. 

I am also proud of my work in help-
ing to relaunch the nuclear renais-
sance, which will help deliver baseload 
energy for America, reduce our green-
house gas emissions, and reignite our 
manufacturing base in Ohio and in our 
country. I could not have done this 
without Senator TOM CARPER, who has 
been both a friend and a colleague 
since our days as Governor. TOM’s lead-
ership was key to organizing our recent 
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