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in the developing world. Regrettably, child 
marriage continues to be an all-too-common 
practice in many third-world countries. We as 
a nation have a moral obligation to do all that 
we can to assist with the prevention of this de-
plorable custom. Marrying before puberty or 
during early to mid-adolescence places young 
women in dire circumstances—where they 
face severe health risks in pregnancy and 
childbirth, where they are trapped in positions 
of complete dependence and where they are 
subjected to verbal and physical abuse at the 
hands of their spouses. It is imperative for the 
United States to take a strong stance against 
this practice by investing in efforts to prevent 
child marriage and empower susceptible 
young women in these developing nations. 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
support the International Protecting Girls by 
Preventing Child Marriage Act of 2010. 

This bill is a measure that represents the 
best of American foreign policy. It addresses 
an abuse that I think all of us agree should not 
happen in the 21st century. 

Girls should have the chance to enjoy their 
childhood in the peace and security of their 
own families—not be married off to the highest 
bidder, or anyone else for that matter. 

And, research shows that this is not just 
about girls—while the vast majority of those 
trapped in child marriage are girls, boys too 
are among the victims. 

This is a moral issue. By passing this bill, 
we have a chance to state clearly and on the 
record that child marriage is a human rights 
abuse. 

But, this is not only a moral issue—it is also 
about improving health, reducing maternal 
mortality, slowing the spread of HIV/AIDS and 
reducing poverty. 

Study after study has shown that when we 
do these things, we not only help create a 
safer world for women and children, but we 
also help improve the security of the United 
States. 

It is true that there may be some very minor 
costs associated with this bill. However, they 
pale in comparison to our obligation to do 
what is right. 

I want to thank my colleague from Min-
nesota BETTY MCCOLLUM and Senator DICK 
DURBIN from Illinois for leading this effort. Both 
of them have been indefatigable champions of 
the rights of women and children and we 
wouldn’t be considering this bill today without 
them. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support the 
International Protecting Girls by Preventing 
Child Marriage Act. 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of S. 987, the Inter-
national Protecting Girls by Preventing Child 
Marriage Act. I’d like to thank Congresswoman 
MCCOLLUM and Senator DURBIN for introducing 
this legislation and for their longstanding lead-
ership on this issue. 

Child marriage is a true tragedy, as well as 
a serious human rights violation. Sixty million 
girls worldwide, some as young as eight years 
old, have been forced into early marriage. 
Child brides have little, if any, control over 
their lives, their bodies, and their futures. Not 
only do girls forced into early marriage lose 
the opportunity to attend school and develop 
as children, they also face serious health con-

sequences and substantially higher rates of 
domestic violence. 

Girls who are married at a young age are 
also typically forced into early sexual activity, 
but their bodies are not physically suited for 
giving birth. According to the International 
Center for Research on Women, pregnancy is 
the leading cause of death worldwide for girls 
aged 15–19. 

Child marriage is often linked to a lack of 
education, opportunity, and resources. Girls 
from poor households are far more likely to be 
given away as child brides; some families view 
it as a way to guarantee their daughters’ fu-
ture, while others see girls as an economic li-
ability. Either way, studies have shown that 
girls who are married before 18 are more like-
ly to remain poor and less likely to receive 
education. 

We need to do much more to prevent child 
marriage. I am an original cosponsor of the 
International Protecting Girls by Preventing 
Child Marriage Act, which makes preventing 
child marriage an international priority for the 
U.S. Government. This legislation requires the 
State Department, as part of their annual 
Country Reports on Human Rights, to report 
on countries with high rates of child marriage 
in their annual, and the White House to create 
an action plan on combating child marriage. 

Mr. Speaker, by passing this legislation, we 
take an important step toward ending child 
marriage around the world, and ensuring that 
all girls have the opportunity to learn and grow 
as children. I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this legislation. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of S. 987, the International Protecting 
Girls by Preventing Child Marriage Act. This 
important legislation will ensure a healthy life 
for young women across the globe by recog-
nizing child marriage as a human rights viola-
tion and developing a comprehensive strategy 
that will include preventive approaches to end-
ing the harmful practice of child marriage. 

Child marriage, also known as ‘‘forced mar-
riage’’ is a common tradition in poor and rural 
communities. Poverty is a common thread in 
developing countries that carry this tradition of 
forced marriages. Limited family resources re-
sult in families offering their daughters in mar-
riage with the hope of securing a better future 
and thus, escaping the trap of poverty. How-
ever, millions of girls who marry young are in-
stead stripped of their childhood and deprived 
of their basic human rights as well as opportu-
nities for education, employment and health. 
Moreover, they are subjected to extreme pov-
erty, hard labor, domestic violence and mater-
nal health risks that often ultimately lead to 
their death. In fact, child marriage is the lead-
ing cause of death for girls ages 15 to 19 in 
developing countries. 

These facts are troubling and daunting. 
Nevertheless, we have the resources to 
change and eradicate this practice by sup-
porting comprehensive policies that will ad-
vance the necessary education and health 
awareness that will cause these communities 
to question this tradition’s consequences. Ac-
cording to the United Nations Children Fund 
(UNICEF), an estimated 60 million girls in de-
veloping countries, now ages 20 to 24, were 
married under the age of 18. If present trends 
continue, more than one hundred million more 

girls in developing countries will be married as 
children over the next decade, according to 
the Population Council. This is a dangerous 
trend that the world cannot allow to continue 
or endure. 

It is important that the United States support 
these voiceless young girls and recognize 
child marriage as a human rights violation. 
This issue must be addressed, monitored, and 
prevented. The way of doing this is by passing 
this bill. I urge all of my colleagues to support 
vote ‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. BERMAN. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
BERMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 987. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE 
AMENDMENT TO SENATE 
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 4853, TAX 
RELIEF, UNEMPLOYMENT INSUR-
ANCE REAUTHORIZATION, AND 
JOB CREATION ACT OF 2010 
Mr. POLIS (during consideration of 

S. 987), from the Committee on Rules, 
submitted a privileged report (Rept. 
No. 111–682) on the resolution (H. Res. 
1766) providing for consideration of the 
Senate amendment to the House 
amendment to the Senate amendment 
to the bill (H.R. 4853) to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend 
the funding and expenditure authority 
of the Airport and Airway Trust Fund, 
to amend title 49, United States Code, 
to extend authorizations for the air-
port improvement program, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

CALLING ON STATE DEPARTMENT 
TO LIST VIETNAM AS A RELI-
GIOUS FREEDOM VIOLATOR 
Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 20) calling on the 
State Department to list the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam as a ‘‘Country of 
Particular Concern’’ with respect to re-
ligious freedom, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 20 

Whereas the Secretary of State, under the 
International Religious Freedom Act of 1998 
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