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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
HONORING GRAND CANYON NA-

TIONAL PARK SUPERINTENDENT 
STEVE MARTIN 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Grand Canyon National Park 
Superintendent Steve Martin, who has unself-
ishly given over 35 years of exceptional serv-
ice to the nation as a steward of our national 
parks. 

During his years as a park ranger and su-
perintendent, Mr. Martin has championed the 
mission of the National Park Service in pro-
tecting the nation’s many natural and cultural 
resources, has resolutely defended parks from 
degradation and harm, and has generously 
nurtured new generations of park employees 
and managers to serve as park stewards. 

His career encompassed exemplary service 
in leadership positions at Grand Teton, Denali 
and Gates of Arctic National Parks, and in 
staff positions at Yellowstone and Voyageurs 
National Parks, where he persistently fostered 
Americans’ deep love for their parks. 

In his time as superintendent of Grand Can-
yon National Park, Mr. Martin served as a tire-
less advocate for the park, its staff, and its 
many visitors. Through his efforts to initiate 
and complete extensive upgrades to the crum-
bling infrastructure at the Grand Canyon, he 
helped improve the quality of life for the 
Havasupai tribe and for park employees, as 
well as enriching the experiences of the 4.5 
million people who visit the Grand Canyon 
each year. 

Mr. Martin fought to protect the South Rim 
of the Canyon and the Grand Canyon water-
shed from the toxic threat of uranium mining, 
which would have polluted the lifeline of the 
west, the Colorado River, and put at great risk 
the wildlife and people that call this area 
home. 

He has provided crucial leadership in estab-
lishing science as the decisive tool in policy 
decisions, particularly in his tenacity in de-
manding Colorado River flow rates that benefit 
the riparian ecosystem found at the heart of 
the Grand Canyon. 

Serving as the Intermountain Regional Di-
rector and the Deputy Director for the National 
Park Service, Mr. Martin was instrumental in 
preserving critical management policies which 
will continue to guide the National Park Serv-
ice as it prepares to celebrate its centennial. 

Madam Speaker, it is fitting that we honor 
the 35 years of service that Steve Martin has 
given to the National Park Service, and that 
we recognize his passion and advocacy to 
protect and preserve our National Parks. 

HONORING TEXAS STATE REP-
RESENTATIVE JERRY MADDEN— 
2010 PUBLIC OFFICIAL OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, it is a privilege to recognize before 
the United States House of Representatives 
Governing magazine’s 2010 Public Official of 
the Year, and my good friend from the great 
state of Texas, Jerry Madden. 

State Representative Madden has faithfully 
served the people of the 67th district since his 
election to the Texas Legislature back in 1992. 
In his nine consecutive terms, he has held 
honored roles on twelve committees, including 
four years as the Chairman of the House 
Committee on Corrections where he is sitting 
Vice Chair. 

While Madden is the recipient of countless 
awards, including being named to Texas 
Monthly’s 10 Best Legislators list and the Uni-
versity of Texas at Dallas’ Distinguished Alum-
ni group, this top-notch legislator’s latest acco-
lade comes as national recognition for turning 
the State of Texas into a shining model of cor-
rections reform. 

A West Point trained engineer by trade, 
Madden tackled corrections reform with facts 
and statistics. He found that targeting a rel-
atively small amount of state funds toward 
treatment, mental health, and rehabilitation 
programs, rather than spending billions on 
new prisons, would yield a decrease in the 
prison population. With that in mind, Madden 
and his colleagues on the Committee on Cor-
rections formulated public policy that worked. 
They turned a projected 15,000 inmate rise in 
the Texas prison population into a population 
decrease, saving taxpayers money and, more 
importantly, rescuing lives along the way. 

I have known Representative Madden for 
over a quarter of a century. I have seen him 
rise from a local leader to the national spokes-
person for Texas on Criminal Justice. I can 
vouch for the testimony he has given Con-
gress and know the respect that national orga-
nizations have for his work. In fact, just this 
month Jerry served as a guest speaker at my 
Congressional Youth Advisory Council meet-
ing where he shared his extensive knowledge 
of state government with local high school stu-
dents. 

For his service to America in the United 
States Army, his service to Texas in the State 
Legislature, and his priceless contribution to 
our society through innovative corrections re-
form, it is with pride and gratitude that I com-
mend State Representative Jerry Madden for 
a job exceptionally well done. 

To my good friend—congratulations, God 
bless you, and I salute you! 

A TRIBUTE TO TESSIE CECIL 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Tessie Cecil, who has dedicated her 
career to the citizens of New Haven and the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

Cecil served for 20 years as the Mayor of 
New Haven, KY, in Nelson County, where she 
consistently gave her all to the community. 

A native of the Philippines, Cecil met and 
married her husband, Don, while he was sta-
tioned with the U.S. Navy in her native country 
over 30 years ago. She and Don moved to 
New Haven to raise a family and in 1979, 
shortly after the move, she was hired as the 
New Haven city clerk. 

Cecil is known for her work to improve the 
water and sewer systems, sidewalks and 
parks. She is also proud of her involvement 
with the veterans’ monument in front of City 
Hall and the Kentucky Railway Museum. 

Cecil is a person of integrity and has dem-
onstrated a strong passion for making her 
community a better place. I join with the citi-
zens of New Haven in thanking her for her 
years of relentless service. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
Tessie Cecil for her commitment to the citi-
zens of New Haven, Nelson County and the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. WILLIAM L. OWENS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 

Mr. OWENS. Madam Speaker, I was not 
present for votes on Tuesday, December 14, 
2010 and morning votes on Wednesday, De-
cember 15. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 628, ‘‘yes’’ on roll-
call vote 629, ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 630, ‘‘yes’’ 
on rollcall vote 631, ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 632, 
‘‘yes’’ on rollcall vote 633, ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 
vote 634. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF DR. JAMES 
EDWARD BYRD 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and remember my friend, 
Dr. James Edward Byrd. He was kind and 
generous and a man of great character that 
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deeply loved God and country. Dr. Byrd 
passed away on November 23, 2010 after suf-
fering complications from heart surgery. 

Born and raised in Arkansas, Dr. Byrd was 
a proud graduate of Ouachita Baptist Univer-
sity, where he was a ROTC student during his 
tenure and the recipient of the Distinguished 
Military Student Award. Upon graduation, he 
received his commission in the Army as a 
Second Lieutenant and proceeded to serve as 
the Executive Officer, 2MTB 67 Armor and 
then as the Accountable Officer, 9th Quarter-
master Battalion in Germany. Dr. Byrd also 
earned a Masters in Psychology and a Ph.D. 
from Southwestern Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas. Most recently, he served as the Vice 
President for the Texas Baptist Missions 
Foundation where he traveled around the 
State of Texas raising money for missions, 
ministering to local churches, and emphasizing 
the importance of sharing the gospel. His love 
for people and winning them to Christ was evi-
dent in his actions; I know Dr. Byrd touched 
countless lives. 

I had the distinct privilege and pleasure of 
having Dr. Byrd serve on my U.S. Academy 
Selection Board for thirteen years. He proudly 
served our country as a member of the Arkan-
sas National Guard and the U.S. Army Re-
serves, with his military career spanning over 
twenty-three years. His record of exemplary 
military service and background in education 
made him well-suited to serve on my Board. 
He was deeply committed to selecting the best 
candidates for our military academies; these 
students who would go onto serve as the next 
leaders of our military in the generations to 
come. There are no words that are capable of 
fully expressing my heartfelt gratitude for his 
dedicated service to our great Nation. 

Dr. Byrd is survived by his loving wife of 
fifty-one years, Wencie; his sons, Scott, 
Lance, and Bart; his brother Bill; sisters Alice 
and Lela Mae; and grandchildren Daniel, 
Lauren, Blakely, Ryland, and Margaret. 

I am honored to have known him and called 
him my friend. He will be greatly missed. May 
the peace of God be with those he loved and 
sustain them through this hour of sorrow. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DRS. ROBERT G. 
GARD AND JANET WALL 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dr. Robert G. Gard, Jr. and his spouse 
Dr. Janet Wall of Monterey, California, as the 
Philanthropists of the Year chosen by the 
Monterey Institute for International Studies for 
their commitment to enriching the lives of the 
Institute’s scholars. 

Retiring after 31 years in the United States 
Army, Dr. Gard became President of the Mon-
terey Institute for International Studies. He has 
been awarded the Defense Distinguished Fly-
ing Cross and the Defense Distinguished 
Service Medal, the Silver Star, and the Bronze 
Star. Dr. Robert Gard has served our country 
proudly and it is with great enthusiasm that he 
continues to contribute to the community. 

Dr. Janet Wall, an author and expert on ca-
reer development and educational review con-
tinues to donate her skills to the Institute’s 
Yellow Ribbon program, which offers scholar-
ships and career advice to returned military 
veterans. Her kindness and guidance has led 
many veterans to graduate from the Institute 
and attain successful careers. 

Dr. Gard and Dr. Wall established the Gard 
‘n’ Wall Scholarship in Nonproliferation Studies 
to assist ambitious candidates to excel in the 
field of Nonproliferation Studies. The es-
teemed couple has also donated generously 
to the Robert Gard Scholarship, set up by the 
Institute to honor the work of Dr. Gard. I am 
proud to be a part of honoring Drs. Gard and 
Wall and that I am able to associate myself 
with the Monterey Institute of International 
Studies. 

Madam Speaker, it is a tremendous honor 
to recognize Dr. Robert Gard and Dr. Janet 
Wall for their continued support of the Mon-
terey Institute for International Studies. The In-
stitution is a jewel of higher education on the 
Central Coast and I offer my sincerest con-
gratulations to this accomplished couple. 

f 

HONORING BARBARA A. STINNETT 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Barbara A. Stinnett, a Member of 
the Calvert County Board of Commissioners 
from 1986 through 1990; 1998 through 2002; 
and most recently from 2006 to 2010. It is my 
distinct honor to show our appreciation for her 
commitment, dedication and public service to 
Calvert County, to our great State of Maryland 
and to our Nation. 

Commissioner Stinnett was born in Chicago, 
Illinois, graduated from Calvert High School 
and has been a resident of Calvert County for 
60 years. Commissioner Stinnett is the mother 
of 4, a grandmother of 11 grandchildren, and 
a great-grandmother of 7. 

In addition to serving three terms as a 
County Commissioner, Mrs. Stinnett was em-
ployed by State Senator Roy Dyson for 14 
years, serving as legislative and administrative 
assistant in his Congressional Office and his 
State Senate office. She is the owner-operator 
of an income tax and accounting service and 
was previously employed at Wayson’s Amuse-
ment Company in a financial management po-
sition for 17 years. 

Calvert County has been well served by 
Commissioner Stinnett’s more than 20 years 
of dedicated public service. She is an active 
member of the community in a variety of ca-
pacities. She served on the Calvert County 
Democratic Central Committee, as President 
of the Calvert County Democratic Women’s 
Club, and as Secretary of the Maryland State 
Democratic Women’s Clubs. In addition, Mrs. 
Stinnett has been a director of the American 
Red Cross, Calvert Hospice, the Special 
Olympics, and the Northern High School 
Boosters. She has held memberships in nu-
merous organizations ranging from the Calvert 
Farmland Trust and Calvert Historical Society 

to the Calvert County Fire and Rescue Com-
mission and the Calvert County Farm Bureau. 
In addition, Mrs. Stinnett has been Director of 
the Calvert County Fair Board, Charter Presi-
dent of Ducks Unlimited and a charter mem-
ber of Stallings-Williams American Legion 
Auxiliary, Unit #206. 

Through her years of service she has been 
an advocate of maintaining Calvert County’s 
rich agricultural heritage and assuring that 
those without a voice are heard. Her energy, 
frank and realistic approach and ability to con-
nect with people have made her an out-
standing public servant who has an unwaver-
ing respect for those she represents. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honoring Commissioner Barbara A. 
Stinnett for her years of public service, dedi-
cated work and commitment to excellence on 
behalf of the people of Calvert County. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker, 
I would like to state my position on the fol-
lowing votes I missed. 

On Tuesday, December 14, 2010, I missed 
rollcall votes 628, 629, 630. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 
No. 628, ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall No. 629, and ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall No. 630. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, I was 
unable to cast recorded votes on Tuesday, 
December 14, on rollcall votes 628, 629, and 
630. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’ on all three of these measures: 

S. 1405, which designates the Longfellow 
House-Washington’s Headquarters National 
Historic Site; S. 3167, the Census Oversight 
Efficiency and Management Reform Act of 
2010; and H.R. 6510, which allows the Military 
Museum of Texas to purchase the property on 
which it operates. 

f 

IN HONOR OF SERGEANT VINCENT 
WAYNE ASHLOCK 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and service of United States 
Army Staff Sergeant Vincent Wayne Ashlock, 
who died on December 4, 2010, while serving 
in Khost Province, Afghanistan. Wayne, as he 
was known to his family and friends, was a 
loving father, husband, brother, and son who 
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