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SENATE—Thursday, December 16, 2010 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable 
KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND, a Senator from 
the State of New York. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Sovereign God, You see all that hap-

pens in our world as You lead us by 
Your mercies and grace. Continue to 
shower our land with Your blessings, 
protecting us from the forces that 
hinder freedom. Give our lawmakers 
the wisdom to obey You, striving al-
ways to do what is right. May their 
words be true and sincere and their ac-
tions be characterized by honor and re-
spect. Help them to keep their prom-
ises to You and to one another, no mat-
ter how great the challenges may be. 
Lord, enable them to walk securely in 
the path of Your will. We pray in Your 
great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Honorable KIRSTEN E. GILLI-

BRAND led the Pledge of Allegiance as 
follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The bill clerk read the following let-
ter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, December 16, 2010. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable KIRSTEN E. GILLI-
BRAND, a Senator from the State of New 
York, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. REID. Madam President, fol-

lowing leader remarks, if any, the Sen-

ate will proceed to executive session to 
consider the New START treaty. Roll-
call votes are expected to occur 
throughout the day in relation to 
amendments to the treaty. The man-
agers of this bill, Senator KERRY and 
Senator LUGAR, are two of our most ex-
perienced Members, and they will do an 
outstanding job of managing this legis-
lation. 

The current continuing resolution 
expires Saturday at midnight, so we 
need to take action to consider a fund-
ing resolution sometime in the next 
few days. 

Just an update on the schedule: The 
tax package which we passed yesterday 
is now in the House. They are going to 
consider that very likely today. We 
have the omnibus or the continuing 
resolution we have to deal with in the 
near future because, as I have indi-
cated, the funding expires at midnight 
on Saturday. 

The DREAM Act is something we 
need to work on. It is an extremely im-
portant piece of legislation allowing 
young men and women to join the mili-
tary. If they serve 2 years in the mili-
tary, they would be eligible to get their 
green cards. It also allows them to con-
tinue their education. It is an ex-
tremely important piece of legislation. 

We have the 9/11 health matter; we 
need to reconsider that. We hope we 
can move forward on that matter. 
There are thousands of people who are 
desperately ill who need to be helped as 
a result of the terrorist attack that 
took place on 9/11. 

Yesterday the House passed don’t 
ask, don’t tell, and we are going to 
have to deal with that in some way. 

We have nominations, including that 
of Jim Cole, the Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral, we have been trying for several 
months now to get cleared—that sec-
ond ranking person in the entire Jus-
tice Department. It seems to me we are 
having trouble getting even a vote on 
this individual. So that is going to 
have to be resolved before we leave. It 
is extremely important we do that. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order leader-
ship time is reserved. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

TREATY WITH RUSSIA ON MEAS-
URES FOR FURTHER REDUCTION 
AND LIMITATION OF STRATEGIC 
OFFENSIVE ARMS 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 

Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to consider the following treaty 
which the clerk will report. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
Treaty Calendar No. 7, Treaty with Russia 

on measures for further reduction and limi-
tation of strategic offensive arms. 

RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLICAN LEADER 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

OMNIBUS APPROPRIATIONS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

want the American people to see some-
thing. This is the bill the majority 
would have us pass, this Omnibus ap-
propriations bill. It is 2,000 pages long. 
I think the American people should 
think back to this time a year ago— 
last December—when the Democrats 
did the very same thing. At that point, 
it was a 2,700-page health care bill be-
cause, frankly, they didn’t want us to 
see what was in it. Only afterwards did 
we find out about the ‘‘Cornhusker 
kickback,’’ the ‘‘Louisiana purchase,’’ 
and all the rest. 

This is eerily familiar to anyone who 
remembers the health care debate. We 
even have snow in the forecast, which 
is reminiscent of last year. Last year 
we voted on health care in a blizzard— 
the 2,700-page health care bill in the 
middle of a blizzard. 

This bill is so enormous it took the 
Government Printing Office 2 days to 
print it. It spends more than $1⁄2 billion 
a page. Let’s take a look at it again. 

Here is the bill. It spends—right at 
2,000 pages in this bill—it spends $1⁄2 
billion a page. It has more than $1⁄2 bil-
lion in it for the Democratic health 
care bill we passed last year, the 2,700- 
page bill that looked pretty much like 
this. It has $1⁄2 billion in it for that 
health care bill we passed last year. 

An ever-growing number of Ameri-
cans looking at that health care bill 
would like for us to repeal it, not fund 
it. This is exactly the kind of thing the 
American people voted against last No-
vember—just this kind of thing. We 
had a referendum on November 2 on 
how the American people felt about 
what we have been doing for the last 2 
years, and right at the top of the list 
was the 2,700-page health care bill. 

Frankly, it is just unbelievable. Just 
a few weeks after the voters told us 
they don’t want us rushing major 
pieces of complicated, costly, far- 
reaching legislation through Congress, 
we get this 2,000-page bill. They want 
to ram this gigantic, trillion-dollar bill 
through Congress, and they are using, 
once again, the Christmas break as an 
inducement to vote for it. 

Look, we all know this is not the way 
to legislate. Americans expect more 
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