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child care and development block grant 
program, which he fought to establish, 
has helped millions of low-income fam-
ilies get the child care they so des-
perately needed. The Head Start pro-
gram has been a career-long priority, 
and his hard work to ensure that Head 
Start remains strong has made a huge 
difference in countless lives. 

His work on behalf of families ex-
tends to protecting them from preda-
tory credit card companies. I worked 
closely with him in the fight for pas-
sage of the Credit Card Accountability 
and Disclosure Act, which provided 
tough new protections against unfair 
practices in the credit card industry. 

Part of the reason for CHRIS DODD’s 
extraordinarily successful legislative 
career is that people simply like work-
ing with him. He is good-natured, open 
and non-defensive, willing to listen to 
differing points of view. His openness is 
accompanied by an infectious sense of 
humor that has eased tense moments 
and helped us all take ourselves a little 
less seriously, which in turn has helped 
overcome some mighty serious im-
passes. 

A common thread runs through all 
his signature accomplishments. 
Throughout his career, CHRIS DODD has 
been dedicated to the idea that com-
passion has a place in this chamber; 
that as we do our work, we should keep 
in mind that real families, with real 
problems, are looking to us for solu-
tions; and that a Senator, with hard 
work and resourcefulness and team-
work, can make a difference in the 
lives of those families. 

As CHRIS DODD’s Senate career draws 
to a close, speeches will be given, por-
traits will be hung, someday statues 
will be raised, but the ultimate monu-
ment to his Senate career will be the 
mother or father who has time to care 
for a sick child because of the Family 
and Medical Leave Act. It will be the 
parent who doesn’t have to choose be-
tween putting food on the table or pro-
viding health insurance for his chil-
dren. It will be the child who excels in 
the classroom because of Head Start. 
The monuments to CHRIS DODD will be 
the millions of Americans whose lives 
are safer, more secure and more pros-
perous because of the work he has done 
here. No Senator could ask for more 
meaningful tributes. I will miss his 
wisdom and his humor as we conduct 
business here, but I will continue to 
value his friendship. I wish him and his 
wonderful family the happiest of times 
in all the years to come. 

RUSS FEINGOLD 
Mr. President, true bipartisanship 

has been in sadly short supply in this 
Chamber recently. Sadly, at the end of 
this Congress, the supply of bipartisan-
ship will be a little lower, because we 
will no longer have the benefit of RUSS 
FEINGOLD’s presence in the Senate. 

Senator FEINGOLD’s service to the 
Senate demonstrates that one need not 

abandon strongly held convictions to 
reach bipartisan solutions. His example 
proves that disagreeing with someone 
on one issue need not prevent working 
with them on another issue. He has 
shown that one can act as a good stew-
ard of taxpayer dollars and a careful 
advocate for fiscal responsibility with-
out leaving behind the working fami-
lies who need us to stand up for them. 

There are many examples of Senator 
FEINGOLD’s search for bipartisan solu-
tions, but justifiably, he is best known 
for the McCain-Feingold campaign fi-
nance legislation. The assault on this 
legislation in the courts should not dis-
tract us from its wisdom. This bipar-
tisan legislation was based upon the in-
herently American and inherently 
democratic notion that elections 
should be decided by the will of the 
people, and not because of the influ-
ence of wealthy donors or moneyed in-
terests. This is a notion that is not Re-
publican or Democratic, not liberal or 
conservative. It relies not on party loy-
alty or ideological fervor, but on a 
sense of justice. That sense of justice is 
central to what Russ Feingold has 
brought to the Senate. 

Likewise, the civil rights of Amer-
ican citizens are not a matter of party 
or ideology. I admire Senator FEIN-
GOLD’s unflagging commitment to 
those rights, and his efforts to find a 
reasonable balance between protecting 
our safety and preserving our freedom. 

Now, Senator FEINGOLD and I have 
not agreed on every issue. While we 
both believed the Iraq war was a mis-
take, he believed we should respond by 
ending funding for the war. I disagreed, 
and believed that such a move would 
harm our troops in the field whom we 
should support. But I never doubted 
that Senator FEINGOLD came to his 
conclusions only after giving careful 
consideration to the arguments oppos-
ing them. 

We will miss RUSS FEINGOLD, miss his 
intellect, his independence, and his 
dedication. I will always call him my 
friend. The Senate will be poorer for 
his absence. But I know that the Na-
tion will continue to enjoy the benefits 
of his service. 

f 

MUSEUM AND LIBRARY SERVICES 
ACT 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, this week, 
with little fanfare, we completed work 
on an important bill, through a bipar-
tisan process, by passage of S. 3984, the 
Museum and Library Services Act of 
2010. 

This bill updates museum and library 
services funded through the Institute 
for Museum and Library Services, 
IMLS, to better meet the needs of 
Americans of all ages and in all types 
of locations. 

The Museum and Library Services 
Act represents our national commit-
ment to the institutions that are es-

sential to building strong and vibrant 
communities. Through a relatively 
modest federal investment, this law 
helps build capacity to support and ex-
pand access to library and museum 
services at the State and local level. 

We were able to complete this legis-
lation because we worked together— 
across the aisle and across the Capitol, 
and with the input of the museum and 
library community. 

I would like to take a moment to rec-
ognize and thank our HELP Committee 
Chairman TOM HARKIN, Ranking Mem-
ber MIKE ENZI, and Senator RICHARD 
BURR for working with me to craft this 
bipartisan legislation. I would also like 
to recognize our cosponsors, Senators 
COCHRAN, COLLINS, and TESTER. In ad-
dition, I would like to express my ap-
preciation to House Education and 
Labor Committee Chairman GEORGE 
MILLER and Ranking Member JOHN 
KLINE for quickly guiding this bill 
through the House. 

No piece of legislation can be enacted 
without the diligent work of dedicated 
staff. I would like to thank Kristin Ro-
mero and Margaret Bomba of the office 
of legislative counsel who worked with 
us to draft the bill. I would also like to 
recognize the efforts of staff: Thomas 
Showalter, Pam Smith, and Bethany 
Little with Chairman HARKIN; Beth 
Buehlmann and Kelly Hastings with 
Senator ENZI; Celia Sims with Senator 
BURR; Lory Yudin with the HELP Com-
mittee; and in my office, Elyse Wasch, 
Moira Lenehan-Razzuri, Andrew 
Odgren, and Jason Kanter. 

Additionally, all of us who worked on 
this bill appreciate the technical as-
sistance and feedback we received from 
the staff of IMLS. Finally, I would like 
to commend the American Library As-
sociation and the American Associa-
tion of Museums for developing 
thoughtful recommendations and 
working with us to improve museum 
and library services across the Nation. 
I especially appreciate the wisdom and 
input I have received from the vibrant 
library and museum community in 
Rhode Island. 

I look forward to this legislation 
being swiftly signed into law. 

f 

TRUCK WEIGHTS ON MAINE 
INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I have an 
amendment to the continuing resolu-
tion, H.R. 3082. 

My amendment will rectify an im-
pediment to international commerce 
flowing through Maine, and protect 
Maine drivers and pedestrians. For the 
past year, Maine truckers have oper-
ated under a pilot program that allows 
trucks over 80,000 pounds to move from 
local roads to safer interstate routes, 
far from schools and homes. The pilot 
project has been a great success, and I 
seek to make it permanent. 
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Unless we take action before Decem-

ber 17, trucks over 80,000 pounds trav-
eling to or from the Canadian border or 
within upstate Maine will be forced 
onto secondary roads, many of them 
two-lane roads, which run through 
towns and villages. Trucks traveling 
between Houlton and Hampden, ME, on 
these local roads will pass more than 
three thousand homes, several schools, 
and hundreds of intersections. Tanker 
trucks carrying fuel will again be trav-
eling past elementary schools and li-
braries, and competing with local traf-
fic. Not only is this an inefficient 
method of moving goods, but it also 
unnecessarily increases risks on nar-
row local roads. 

What is the result of such truck traf-
fic on local roads? According to a study 
conducted by the Maine Department of 
Transportation, traffic fatalities in-
volving trucks weighing 100,000 pounds 
are 10 times greater on secondary roads 
in Maine than on exempted interstates. 
Serious injuries are seven times more 
likely. The past year’s pilot program 
has proved that Maine’s rural inter-
state is a safer place for large trucks. 

Maine Department of Transportation 
officials strongly support this program. 
Extensive studies and infrastructure 
inspections have left State DOT offi-
cials confident that heavier trucks car-
rying interstate and international 
loads belong on the interstate. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
straightforward amendment. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, yester-
day the Senate voted on the tax bill 
compromise that was fashioned by the 
President and Republican leaders in 
the Congress. 

I voted against the compromise. 
I recognize that the Republicans in 

Congress put the President in the posi-
tion of having to agree to things in the 
compromise that he strongly objected 
to. And I also realize that compromise 
is essential to move forward and to try 
to fix what is wrong with our economy. 

But here is the dilemma. We have 
two very serious problems that can un-
dermine America’s economic future. 
First is the crushing debt in our fiscal 
policy. Our debt is currently over $13 
trillion with a yearly deficit of over $1 
trillion. This proposal will substan-
tially increase that debt which I be-
lieve will continue to undermine the 
confidence people have in this coun-
try’s future. 

The estimate that this agreement 
will increase the debt by over $1 tril-
lion is far short of what will actually 
happen. The tax cut extensions are for 
2 years and I am certain that in 2 
years, in the middle of an election 
campaign, the tax cuts will be further 
extended. The total cost of those tax 
cuts for a decade will be to add $4 tril-
lion to the Federal debt. Again, I think 
that will undermine any confidence the 
American people or, for that matter, 
others in the world will have about our 

ability to rein in a fiscal policy that 
has us borrowing 40 percent of every-
thing we spend in the Federal Govern-
ment. 

The second serious problem that we 
face is the slow rate of economic 
growth that is unlikely to create jobs 
at a pace that we need. I understand 
that in order to address this problem 
we would want to have a further eco-
nomic stimulus to extend the growth of 
the economy. However, this economy 
has been about as stimulated as any 
economy in history. Adding more stim-
ulus through borrowing seems to me is 
not the way to promote confidence or 
economic growth. 

Earlier in the week I voted for clo-
ture because I did not want to block a 
compromise on these matters. How-
ever, the specific compromise which we 
voted on yesterday I believe falls short 
of what the country needs, especially 
in dealing with what I believe is the 
controlling issue of a crushing Federal 
debt and therefore an erosion of con-
fidence in our economy. 

The fact that this agreement was 
flawed was not the President’s fault. 
Rather, it was due to the position of 
the Republicans insisting on the exten-
sion of tax cuts for the wealthiest 
Americans. Without that concession, 
the Republicans made it clear they 
were going to block any compromise. 

If our country is going to remain a 
world economic power we need to make 
good decisions and courageous deci-
sions to fix the things we know are 
wrong. In order to do that, the Presi-
dent is going to need help. It requires 
more willingness to compromise on the 
part of the Republicans than they have 
shown recently. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, this 
week, the U.S. Senate took an impor-
tant vote to prevent the largest tax in-
crease in American history—and help 
get America’s job creators off the side-
lines. 

I voted for this bill for one simple 
reason: raising taxes during a recession 
on anyone is not a good idea. 

This bill prevents tax increases on 
every American who pays income 
taxes, because it keeps the lowest 
bracket at 10 percent; keeps the high-
est bracket 35 percent; preserves relief 
from the marriage penalty—as well as 
the $1,000 per child tax credit; blocks 
higher taxes on capital gains and divi-
dends; protects at least 21 million fami-
lies from the alternative minimum tax; 
and reduces the ‘‘death tax’’ by 20 per-
cent from what it would have been on 
January 1. 

Some of my fellow conservatives 
have reservations about this bill, and I 
share them. This bill certainly falls far 
short of what I think we would see if 
Republicans controlled both Chambers 
of Congress and the White House. I 
think we would see a permanent exten-
sion of all the 2001 and 2003 tax relief; 
a much lower estate tax; and zero new 

spending or tax breaks for special in-
terests. 

But given that President Obama will 
hold the veto pen for at least 2 more 
years—and given all the class-warfare 
rhetoric that the President and the 
majority have indulged in over the last 
few years—I consider an extension of 
tax relief for every American taxpayer 
to be a remarkable legislative achieve-
ment for Republicans. One pundit 
summed up the agreement this way: ‘‘If 
someone had told me, the day after 
Election Day 2008, that tax rates on in-
come and capital would not increase 
for the next four years, I would have 
laughed at them. Now it’s about to 
come true, and Presidents Obama and 
Clinton are helping make it happen.’’ 

The only thing I would add to that 
statement is that several of my col-
leagues deserve credit for making this 
agreement happen—especially Senator 
MCCONNELL, Senator KYL, and Senator 
GRASSLEY. 

Some of my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle have also raised objec-
tions to this legislation—and I would 
like to respond to just one of those ob-
jections: the claim that it is hypo-
critical to say you are concerned about 
the deficit but then vote to keep taxes 
low on American families and small 
businesses. 

Let me set the record straight on 
what actually happened to the deficit 
once the tax relief Congress originally 
passed in 2001 and 2003 began to kick in 
to our economy. As our colleagues re-
mind us constantly, deficits did go up 
during the first years of the Bush ad-
ministration—in part due to the col-
lapse of the dot-com bubble, the reces-
sion, and 9/11. In fact, by fiscal year 
2004, the deficit was up to $413 billion, 
or 3.5 percent of GDP. 

But then, just as the 2001 and 2003 tax 
relief started to kick in, a strange 
thing happened to the deficit: It went 
down to $318 billion in fiscal year 2005, 
then down again to $248 billion in fiscal 
year 2006, and then down to $161 billion 
in fiscal year 2007. By then our deficit 
was only 1.2 percent of GDP. 

Now why did the deficit go down in 
those years? One big reason is that tax 
relief helped grow the economy; got 
about 8 million more people on the 
payroll between 2003 and 2007; and 
therefore generated more tax revenue. 

I think the person who said it best 
was Austin Goolsbee, the chairman of 
the President’s Council of Economic 
Advisers. On ‘‘Meet the Press’’ Sunday, 
he had this to say: ‘‘You cannot reduce 
the deficit if the economy is not grow-
ing, period.’’ I agree. 

Now I also agree that preventing a 
massive tax increase is not the only 
thing we must do to get our national 
debt under control. We must cut gov-
ernment spending—and that means 
killing the $1.3 trillion omnibus spend-
ing bill the majority introduced yester-
day. We must study the proposals of 
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the President’s Debt Commission—and 
take action to prevent the looming fis-
cal catastrophe that they described. We 
must address head-on the need for re-
form in our entitlement programs like 
Social Security and Medicare—and put 
them on a sustainable path. And we 
must pass a balanced budget amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution. 

We can begin addressing all of these 
tough decisions in just a few weeks— 
once the new Congress elected by the 
American people is sworn in. Today, 
our urgent decision is whether we want 
taxes to go up on January 1, or rather 
extend the tax relief and remove a huge 
element of uncertainty among our job 
creators. 

I believe the choice is clear, and so do 
the American people. 69 percent of the 
American people support this legisla-
tion, according to a poll released yes-
terday by the Washington Post and 
ABC News. 

As usual, the American people have 
got it right. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE FBI 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise 
to congratulate the men and women of 
the FBI’s Baltimore field office who 
have prevented yet another cata-
strophic terrorist attack on our Na-
tion. Similar to the plot to bomb the 
tree lighting ceremony in Portland, 
OR, over the recent Thanksgiving holi-
day weekend, the outstanding work of 
the men and women of the FBI’s Balti-
more field office was successful in infil-
trating and thwarting the planned 
bombing of a military recruitment cen-
ter in Catonsville, MD. This deplorable 
scheme was meant to harm the young 
men and women who sacrifice so much 
for our country by serving in the 
Armed Forces. That is why I am grate-
ful for the FBI’s months of careful, 
covert and skillful investigations and 
operations to disrupt this plot, put the 
terrorist behind bars, and keep Mary-
landers safe. 

This is the second time in as many 
weeks that the FBI has stopped a ter-
rorist plot to harm Americans here at 
home, reminding us they are on the job 
24 hours a day 7 days a week keeping 
the United States safe. Whether they 
are catching sexual predators who ex-
ploit children on the Internet, tar-
geting scammers who prey on hard- 
working, middle-class families with 
mortgage fraud schemes, stopping 
cyber crooks from hacking into U.S. 
networks, or preventing terrorists bent 
on murder and destruction from ac-
quiring weapons of mass destruction, 
the FBI is committed to protecting our 
communities with fidelity, bravery and 
integrity. This job is not easy and most 
of the time the good work done by FBI 
employees does not make headlines, 
but they remain committed to their 
mission of fighting to protect 300 mil-
lion Americans nonetheless. 

A tremendous amount of detective 
work was carried out by the FBI and 
their Federal, State and local law en-
forcement and homeland security part-
ners to prevent this attack and save 
lives. The takedown went exactly as 
planned, and that can be attributed to 
professionalism and diligence displayed 
by the many agencies involved. Lead-
ing the charge was the Joint Terrorism 
Task Force, which was integral in co-
ordinating a multiagency team that in-
vestigated the threat thoroughly and 
ensured the safety of Marylanders. In 
addition, I want to praise the critical 
contributions to the investigation by 
the Baltimore City Police Department, 
Baltimore County Police Department, 
Maryland State Police, Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service, Army Recruiting 
Command, Air Force Recruitment 
Command, Air Force Office of Special 
Investigations, Army 902d Military In-
telligence Group, Defense Criminal In-
vestigative Services (DCIS) and other 
DOD components, U.S. Marshals Serv-
ice, and Immigration and Customs En-
forcement. 

As chairwoman of the Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, 
and Science, I know firsthand the im-
portance of the national security re-
sponsibilities shouldered by the FBI as 
they protect us from both homegrown 
and international terrorism. In a time 
when many Americans eye the Federal 
institutions with wariness and dis-
approval, the FBI continues getting 
the job done and restoring confidence 
in our government’s ability to keep us 
safe. Again, I congratulate the FBI’s 
brave men and women for their tireless 
efforts in protecting our communities, 
and say to them, ‘‘Keep up the fight!’’ 

f 

ARGENTINA DEBT DEFAULT 
Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I rise 

today to discuss the debt default of the 
Republic of Argentina. Since it de-
faulted on its debt 9 years ago, the na-
tion has ignored the judgments of 
American courts even though Argen-
tina committed to honor such judg-
ments when the debt was originally 
issued. 

In 2001, Argentina defaulted on over 
$81 billion in sovereign debt, the larg-
est default in modern history. Amer-
ican creditors were heavily exposed to 
the losses that resulted from that de-
fault and Argentina’s debt restruc-
turing. Despite paying off certain 
creditors in full, Argentina still owes 
U.S. bondholders over $3 billion while 
holding nearly $54 billion in reserves. 

Bondholders have won over 100 U.S. 
Federal court judgments against Ar-
gentina. Additionally, Argentina has 
not paid claims brought by U.S. compa-
nies and other bondholders in inter-
national forums, which have collec-
tively issued over $900 million in judg-
ments against Argentina. 

I have been approached on this mat-
ter by my constituents in Mississippi 

who are concerned about the out-
standing court judgments. The issue of 
Argentina’s default also reaches be-
yond my state’s borders to every U.S. 
taxpayer because some of these losses 
are qualified tax deductions. 

In light of my concerns, I am consid-
ering introducing legislation next year 
to address this issue. This is a step I 
hope I do not have to make, but I be-
lieve previous obligations should be 
honored. 

f 

PORTEOUS IMPEACHMENT 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I 

would like to address two matters con-
cerning the impeachment of Judge 
Porteous. As a former Federal pros-
ecutor and State attorney general, I 
have reviewed and drafted a number of 
indictments. I do not believe that evi-
dence of acts committed before con-
firmation should be withheld from con-
sideration in the impeachment process 
or that it is inappropriate to aggregate 
claims together. 

The Constitution does not require 
that all conduct be committed post 
Federal appointment nor does it stipu-
late at all when the conduct must 
occur. Whether treason or bribery oc-
curs before or after confirmation is not 
the question, but whether or not it oc-
curred. If this were not so, individuals 
like Judge Porteous, who are very ca-
pable of practicing the art of deception 
and are confirmed, could not be re-
moved from office. 

I believe that all four counts against 
Judge Porteous were well drafted. The 
Senate has previously stated that ‘‘the 
House has substantial discretion in de-
termining how to aggregate related al-
leged acts of misconduct in framing Ar-
ticles of Impeachment and has histori-
cally frequently chosen to aggregate 
multiple factual allegations in a single 
impeachment article . . . Judge 
Porteous engaged in a number of elabo-
rate schemes. Having prosecuted fraud, 
conspiracy, and racketeering cases, I 
understand that the facts in these 
types of cases can be extensive and can 
build up over a period of years. What 
we should look at is whether the events 
are sufficiently related so as not to 
produce prejudice. Each of these counts 
told a complete story of wrongdoing 
that was coherent and was held to-
gether logically. 

Finally, let me say that Judge 
Porteous’s behavior should serve as a 
reminder to the President of the crit-
ical importance of vetting his nomi-
nees and as a reminder to this body 
that a thorough confirmation process 
is imperative. The process should al-
ways emphasize character, integrity, 
mental and emotional health, and high 
morals. 

f 

OMNIBUS APPROPRIATIONS 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I wish 

to join in a colloquy with my ranking 
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