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member, Senator BOND, to correct cler-
ical errors to project and attribution 
tables in the transportation, housing, 
and urban development title to the 
Omnibus Appropriations Act for Fiscal 
Year 2011. 

Senator CASEY should be added for 
attribution to the Economic Develop-
ment Initiative project for the city of 
Wilkes-Barre, PA. 

The project under the Bus and Bus 
Facilities Account for Longview Tran-
sit Vehicle Replacements, Clark Coun-
ty, WA, should read Longview Transit 
Vehicle Replacements, Cowlitz County, 
WA. 

The project under Surface Transpor-
tation Improvements Bench Boulevard 
Improvements, Helena, MT, should 
read Bench Boulevard Improvements, 
Billings, MT, where the project con-
struction will be taking place. 

The project under Surface Transpor-
tation Improvements for the Maritime 
Fire and Safety Administration, WA, 
should read Maritime Fire and Safety 
Association, WA. 

Senator BOXER should not be listed 
for attribution to the Marin-Sonoma 
Narrows, CA, project under the Surface 
Transportation Investments account, 
and she should be listed for attribution 
for the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Tran-
sit, SMART, CA project under the Fed-
eral Transit Administration Capital In-
vestment Grant account. 

The project under the Surface Trans-
portation Improvement Account listed 
as SR 522 Corridor Improvements 
should read SR 522 Corridor Signal Im-
provements, 61st and 181st Street, WA. 

Additionally, Senator FRANKEN 
should be added as a requester of the 
Economic Development Initiative 
project for the Lutheran Social Serv-
ices of Minnesota, MN, Renovation of 
Homes for the Disabled. 

Mr. BOND. My colleague and chair, 
Senator MURRAY, is correct. In addi-
tion to the projects she mentioned, the 
project description under the Economic 
Development Initiative Account for 
the City of Brewer, ME, should read 
‘‘For the development of a riverfront 
trail system as part of the Penobscot 
Landing redevelopment initiative.’’ 

Further, under the technical correc-
tions table, Senators CHAMBLISS and 
ISAKSON should not be listed for attri-
bution for the Newton County Eastside 
High School to County Library Trail, 
GA. 

Mrs. MURRAY. I have confirmed 
with my staff that these projects have 
been properly disclosed and have been 
certified to be free of any pecuniary in-
terest. 

Mr. BOND. My colleague and chair, 
Senator MURRAY, is correct, and I con-
cur with these changes. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
SPECIALIST MATTHEW W. RAMSEY 

Mr. BENNET. M. President, it is with 
a heavy heart that I honor the life and 

heroic service of SPC Matthew W. 
Ramsey. Specialist Ramsey, assigned 
to the 101st Airborne Division, based in 
Fort Campbell, KY, died on November 
29, 2010, of injuries sustained when his 
unit faced small arms fire. Specialist 
Ramsey was serving in support of Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom in Nangarhar 
Province, Afghanistan. He was 20 years 
old. 

A native of Quartz Hill, CA, Spe-
cialist Ramsey graduated from Quartz 
Hill High School in 2008 and enlisted in 
the Army. He served two tours of duty 
in Afghanistan, both with decoration. 
Among many other awards, Specialist 
Ramsey earned the National Defense 
Service Medal, the Global War on Ter-
rorism Medal, and the NATO Medal. 

During over 2 years of service, Spe-
cialist Ramsey distinguished himself 
through his courage, dedication to 
duty, and unremitting commitment to 
family. Shortly after enlistment, Spe-
cialist Ramsey learned from his wife 
that he was to become a father. He saw 
the Army as a path to attaining a 
bright future for his new family. His 
wife, Mirella, is expecting a second 
child in early 2011. 

Specialist Ramsey worked on the 
front lines of battle, serving in the 
most dangerous areas of Afghanistan. 
He is remembered by those who knew 
him as a consummate professional with 
an unending commitment to excel-
lence. His family remembers him as a 
dedicated son, husband, and father. 

Mark Twain once said, ‘‘The fear of 
death follows from the fear of life. A 
man who lives fully is prepared to die 
at any time.’’ Specialist Ramsey’s 
service was in keeping with this senti-
ment by selflessly putting country 
first, he lived life to the fullest. He 
lived with a sense of the highest honor-
able purpose. 

At substantial personal risk, he 
braved the chaos of combat zones 
throughout Afghanistan. And though 
his fate on the battlefield was uncer-
tain, he pushed forward, protecting 
America’s citizens, her safety, and the 
freedoms we hold dear. For his service 
and the lives he touched, Specialist 
Ramsey will forever be remembered as 
one of our country’s bravest. 

To Wayne and Melissa, Specialist 
Ramsey’s parents, Mirella, his wife, 
Zachary, his son, and his entire family 
I cannot imagine the sorrow you must 
be feeling. I hope that, in time, the 
pain of your loss will be eased by your 
pride in Matthew’s service and by your 
knowledge that his country will never 
forget him. We are humbled by his 
service and his sacrifice. 

SERGEANT FIRST CLASS JAMES E. THODE 
Mr. President, it is with a heavy 

heart that I honor the life and heroic 
service of SFC James E. Thode. Ser-
geant Thode, assigned to the 118th En-
gineer Company, 1457th Engineer Bat-
talion, Army National Guard, died on 
December 2, 2010, from injuries he sus-

tained when an improvised explosive 
device detonated near his patrol. He 
was serving in support of Operation En-
during Freedom in Khost Province, Af-
ghanistan. He was 45 years old. 

A native of Kirtland, NM, Sergeant 
Thode graduated from Catalina High 
School, in Tucson, AZ, and the Univer-
sity of Arizona. Sergeant Thode served 
as an officer in the Farmington, New 
Mexico, police department for 14 years. 
He was a senior member of the SWAT 
team and also served in the Army Na-
tional Guard, deploying for tours in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

During his years of service, Sergeant 
Thode distinguished himself through 
his courage, dedication to duty, and 
willingness to take on any job. Fellow 
soldiers respected his intensity, and 
they relied heavily on his leadership. 
Sergeant Thode was awarded numerous 
medals and awards, including the 
Bronze Star, the Purple Heart, the 
Army Commendation Medal, two Army 
Achievement Medals, and the Army 
Good Conduct Medal. 

Sergeant Thode worked on the front 
lines of battle, serving in the most dan-
gerous areas of Afghanistan. He is re-
membered by those who knew him as a 
consummate professional with an 
unending commitment to excellence. 
Friends at the Farmington Police De-
partment note that he was beloved by 
his colleagues. They remember Ser-
geant Thode as an effective manager 
who led by example. 

Mark Twain once said, ‘‘The fear of 
death follows from the fear of life. A 
man who lives fully is prepared to die 
at any time.’’ Sergeant Thode’s service 
was in keeping with this sentiment—by 
selflessly putting country first, he 
lived life to the fullest. He lived with a 
sense of the highest honorable purpose. 

Sergeant Thode braved the chaos of 
combat zone throughout Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. And though his fate on the 
battlefield was uncertain, he pushed 
forward, protecting America’s citizens, 
her safety, and the freedoms we hold 
dear. For his service and the lives he 
touched, Sergeant Thode will forever 
be remembered as one of our country’s 
bravest. 

To Sergeant Thode’s entire family—I 
cannot imagine the sorrow you must be 
feeling. I hope that, in time, the pain of 
your loss will be eased by your pride in 
James’s service and by your knowledge 
that his country will never forget him. 
We are humbled by his service and his 
sacrifice. 
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REMEMBERING CONGRESSMAN 
STEPHEN SOLARZ 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a good friend 
and former colleague of mine, former 
Congressman Stephen Solarz, who 
passed away late last month at the age 
of 70. I would like to take this moment 
to convey my heartfelt condolences to 
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