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to be amended so that quality stand-
ards are applied to FHA and other gov-
ernment agencies. This should not im-
pair credit availability for the impor-
tant home-building and real estate in-
dustries. 

As a former real estate attorney, I 
know the government should not over-
whelm homeowners with mortgages 
they cannot afford. This destroys 
neighborhoods and families. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

TAX CUTS THROUGH BIPARTISAN 
COMPROMISE 

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, as we 
work to close out this session of Con-
gress, Members of this House today 
will vote on a major piece of legisla-
tion to extend tax cuts for every Amer-
ican. While this bill is expected to help 
provide a boost to our economy, per-
haps equally important is the way that 
we arrived at this stage in the legisla-
tive process—through bipartisan com-
promise. 

This bill is a result of negotiation be-
tween Republicans and Democrats, be-
tween the President and the Congress, 
between the House and the Senate. 
That’s right. This bill which we are 
going to pass today and send to the 
President is a result of the type of 
give-and-take negotiation that is sup-
posed to be part of the legislative proc-
ess but that, unfortunately, has long 
been lacking in Congress. 

Hopefully, passage of this bill today 
will be but a sign of things to come. I 
hope the new Republican leadership in 
Congress taking office on January 5 
will incorporate all points of view—of 
Republicans and Democrats alike—and 
will continue working in a bipartisan 
way to put the American people ahead 
of partisan politics. 

f 

b 1010 

INTERNATIONAL PREVENTING 
CHILD MARRIAGE ACT 

(Mr. SCHOCK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SCHOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the International 
Preventing Child Marriage Act. 

I had the opportunity to travel ear-
lier this year in September with the 
well-respected nonprofit CARE to the 
country of Ethiopia. During that time, 
we visited the Hamlin Fistula Hospital 
and saw firsthand the atrocities and 
the realities of the situation with so 
many of these young girls who are 
forced into early marriages beyond 
their wishes, marriages that rob their 

potential to grow and mature both 
physically as well as mentally, for 
them to be able to establish their own 
life and their own goals and hopes and 
dreams for them to pursue. 

As a leader here in our country and 
around the world in preventing world 
poverty and spreading goodwill, there 
can be nothing better that we can do as 
a country than to join with our inter-
national partners in trying to prevent 
child marriage, both in Ethiopia as 
well as other countries around the 
world, and give these young women the 
hope and opportunity that people in 
our country have for themselves. 

I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote. 
f 

INCREASING THE NATION’S DEBT 
(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Yesterday, with one 
vote, the United States Senate in-
creased the debt of the United States 
by $858 billion. Is this the best we can 
do to help those out of work, the best 
we can do to begin a sustained eco-
nomic recovery, to enshrine the trick-
le-down, supply-side tax cuts of the 
Bush years that have failed so miser-
ably over the last decade and some of 
the worst aspects of the so-called stim-
ulus debt finance consumption of goods 
made in China with money borrowed 
from China? 

Worse yet, $112 billion of this is going 
to come from Social Security, the first 
time Congress has ever broken down 
the firewall between the general fund 
of the United States and the sacrosanct 
Social Security trust fund. 

No, we could do much, much better. 
f 

REJECT THE OMNIBUS 
APPROPRIATIONS BILL 

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, when the 
Obama administration was faced with a 
massive omnibus in January of 2009, 
the President stated that he had to 
sign it because this is simply last 
year’s business that he had no part of. 
Well, he’s going to face another omni-
bus this year. This was all done under 
his watch by the Congress. It’s not his 
fault, but he has a veto pen and he 
should use it. 

This omnibus that’s going to come to 
the President is going to contain more 
than 6,000 earmarks for things like a 
couple of hundred thousand that was 
mentioned for maple syrup research or 
$500,000 for biodiesel research from sew-
age-based biodiesel and thousands and 
thousands of other earmarks like this. 

The President recently said: I agree 
with those Republican and Democrat 
Members of Congress who have re-
cently said that, in these challenging 
days, we simply can’t afford what are 
called earmarks. 

Well, Mr. President, please make 
good on that statement. Veto this om-
nibus bill coming. Better yet, convince 
your colleagues in the House and the 
Senate to reject it before it comes to 
the floor. 

f 

WE CAN DO BETTER 

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I came to 
Congress to fight for new jobs, protect 
the retirement security of America’s 
seniors, and give middle class families 
a fair shake in this economy. Yet our 
efforts, the basic bricks in the founda-
tion of a working economy, have been 
cast aside by my Republican col-
leagues. 

The Republicans have sweetened the 
tax deal today by demanding that 
American taxpayers fork over $26 bil-
lion for an estate tax break that will 
go to about 6,600 families. I offer some 
perspective. 

There are more than 6,600 people in 
Century Village, King’s Point, and 
each of the major retirement commu-
nities I represent. There are more un-
dergraduates at Florida Atlantic Uni-
versity in my district. And my teenage 
daughters and their high school friends 
are together on track to have more 
than 6,600 Facebook friends. 

And $26 billion? 16.2 million Ameri-
cans who depend on food stamps to eat 
could eat for a year. 3.5 million Amer-
ican college students at our public uni-
versities could see their tuition paid in 
full. And most striking, more than 
$175,000 could go to each of the 140,000 
families whose sons and daughters are 
serving in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

We can do better, Mr. Speaker. 
f 

EXTEND ALL THE CURRENT TAX 
RATES FOR EVERY AMERICAN 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today is De-
cember 16, 2010. There are only 15 days 
left until the American people are bur-
dened with one of the largest tax in-
creases in almost three decades. We 
must act now to extend all of the cur-
rent tax rates for every American. We 
must allow Americans to keep more of 
their hard-earned money. 

Stopping the tax increases leaves 
more dollars and cents in the pockets 
of those who need them. It will also en-
courage small businesses and the pri-
vate sector to invest and hire. We need 
to spur economic growth to pull us out 
of one of the worst economies in our re-
cent history. 

The President and his party cur-
rently control both Chambers of Con-
gress and will maintain a majority in 
the Senate and will hold the White 
House come January. Let’s not just 
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