
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 156, Pt. 15 22387 December 16, 2010 
tell our fellow Americans that we lis-
tened and have heard their concerns 
about the economy and their money. 
Let’s show them by extending all the 
current tax rates for every American 
and do that without other items that 
add to the deficit. 

f 

WE MUST DO MORE FOR OUR NA-
TIONAL ECONOMY AND JOB MAR-
KET 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today proud to represent the third fast-
est growing high-tech job market in 
the country, that being Albany and the 
capital district of New York. 

According to a new Tech America 
Foundation report, Albany grew its 
high-tech positions last year by 1.6 per-
cent. While this is good news, there is 
also bad news. Nationwide, the number 
of high-tech jobs shrank by 3.2 percent. 
Albany’s success is at least partially 
due to the resources available at the 
University at Albany’s College of 
Nanoscale Science and Engineering. 
These jobs were not created by a gov-
ernment handout to millionaires or 
massive estates. They were created by 
investing in the local infrastructure 
and economy to create jobs. 

While Albany added 900 high-tech 
jobs over the past couple of years, with 
an average wage nearing $80,000, we 
must do more to lay the groundwork 
for our national economy and job mar-
ket to grow the high-tech outcome. 
Those investments yield great returns 
and produce jobs. 

f 

OMNIBUS 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, it’s over 
1,900 pages long. It contains more than 
6,000 earmarks. It costs over $1.1 tril-
lion. It’s the new Senate omnibus bill 
and it’s a legislative travesty. 

A lame duck Congress with Members 
who won’t be here in just 3 weeks 
should not saddle the American people 
with hundreds of billions of dollars in 
new debt. This bill increases spending 
over last year, even though we ran up 
a $1.3 trillion debt this year, and will 
run up a similarly high deficit next 
year. We don’t need to be growing the 
Federal Government; we need to be 
shrinking it. 

This bill totally ignores what hap-
pened in this country on November 2, 
but seeing as some of the earmarks 
come from Senators who won’t be back 
next year, I guess we shouldn’t be sur-
prised. The American people are tired 
of paying their taxes so that $165,000 
can pay for maple syrup research and 

$1 million can go to AFL–CIO training 
programs. 

Congress’ approval rating this ses-
sion is at a record low, 13 percent. With 
bills like this, we shouldn’t be sur-
prised. 

f 

TAX CUT PROPOSAL DEFINES 
CONTRASTING PRIORITIES 

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I’m here this 
morning to simply say that Democrats 
continue to fight to maintain tax cuts 
on income up to $250,000 for couples and 
$200,000 for individuals. My Republican 
colleagues continue to demand tax cuts 
for all incomes, including millionaires 
and billionaires. 

I ask my Democrats to please con-
tinue to extend the unemployment ben-
efits to help out Americans to make it 
through this recession, and I plead 
with my Republican colleagues to not 
hold the middle class and unemploy-
ment hostage any longer. 

I also recommend that we help the 
155 million middle class Americans at a 
cost of $214 billion, and I plead with my 
colleagues to join us in assisting to 
help because only 4.8 million of the 
country’s wealthiest, at a cost of $133 
billion, is what we are trying to make 
a decision on. 

Please join me and look out for the 
working people of this country, and let 
the billionaires continue to pay the 
bills. 

f 

b 1020 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF CORPORAL CHAD 
STAFFORD WADE 

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor one of America’s brav-
est, Corporal Chad Stafford Wade of 
Bentonville, Arkansas, who valiantly 
sacrificed his life in support of combat 
missions in Afghanistan. Corporal 
Wade was a devoted family man and 
friend who was known to make those 
around him laugh. He shared his zest 
for life through the small things he did 
that put a smile on the faces of those 
who loved him, demonstrating his love 
of music, singing his favorite country 
songs, and enjoying the outdoors. 

Corporal Wade taught others the im-
portance of service, joining the Marine 
Corps in October of 2007. He was a 
member of the 2nd Battalion, 1st Ma-
rine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, I 
Marine Expeditionary Force based in 
Camp Pendleton, California, and served 
in combat missions in Iraq and Afghan-
istan. 

My prayers and the prayers of Arkan-
sans are with Corporal Wade’s family, 
including his wife, Katie, his mom, 
Tami, and his dad Terence. I humbly 
offer my thanks to Corporal Wade, a 
true American hero, for his selfless 
service to the security and well-being 
of all Americans, and I ask my col-
leagues to keep his family in our 
thoughts and prayers during this very 
difficult time. 

f 

WHERE IS ROBIN HOOD WHEN YOU 
NEED HIM? 

(Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Mr. 
Speaker, where is Robin Hood when 
you need him? I rise today to express 
my profound sadness about the tax bill 
that was passed by the Senate and set 
to pass in this House that benefits the 
wealthiest of Americans at the expense 
of putting billions of dollars of debt 
onto the backs of our children and 
grandchildren. Where is Robin Hood? 

It’s not just about the estate tax for 
6,600 families or the tax cuts for the 2 
percenters. This is so irresponsible. It 
contradicts everything, as Democrats, 
that we have been fighting for for gen-
erations. And for those who charge 
that it’s purity or sanctimony, make 
no mistake, this is about our value as 
Democrats. It’s about the prospect of 
creating hope and opportunity for our 
children and grandchildren, and we’re 
not doing it here. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to say that it’s time for us to do 
what’s in the interest of working fami-
lies in this country and not to continue 
to sacrifice for the very few. 

f 

FREE TRADE AGREEMENTS 

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people are hurting. We all know 
that. In my State of California, we 
have a statewide unemployment rate of 
12.5 percent; and in part of the area I 
am privileged to represent, we have a 
15.5 percent unemployment rate. There 
are steps that we should have taken 
that we still can take that will help 
deal with the joblessness problem 
about which we are all concerned. 

I believe that the President has been 
right on target in talking about the 
need to open up new markets around 
the world as we seek to create good 
manufacturing jobs right here in the 
United States of America. We can do 
that if we move as expeditiously as 
possible to pass not only the Korea 
Free Trade Agreement, which the 
President has talked about and he be-
lieves is very important, which will be 
the single-largest bilateral free trade 
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