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in December 2000. She was re-elected twice 
by voters in District Three, where she is serv-
ing until her tenure ends at the end of Decem-
ber 2010. In January 2009, she was selected 
by her colleagues to serve as President of the 
Board for 2009 and 2010. 

During her tenure as Supervisor, Ms. Lai- 
Bitker has been a strong advocate for increas-
ing health care for children. She spearheaded 
the No Wrong Door policy in Social Services 
to ensure quick and efficient service. Her work 
on domestic violence includes A Day of Re-
membrance, honoring victims of domestic vio-
lence and assisting in obtaining federal funds 
for a Family Justice Center in Alameda Coun-
ty. 

Ms. Lai-Bitker chairs the Board’s Health 
Committee and serves on the Social Service 
Committee. She is a member of the Alameda 
County Transportation Authority and she rep-
resents the Board of Supervisors on the Bay 
Conservation and Development Commission. 
She is a member of the Board of the George 
Mark Children’s House, the UC Berkeley 
School of Social Welfare Community and Cali-
fornia State University East Bay Institute for 
Mental Health and Wellness Education. 

Supervisors Steele and Lai-Bitker have 
many notable accomplishments, and have 
won many awards for their contributions. I join 
the community in thanking each of these out-
standing women for the significant impact 
they’ve had in our community. 

f 

HONORING BRIAN MULLER 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend and congratulate Brian 
Muller upon his retirement as the Mariposa 
County Sheriff/Coroner/Public Administrator. 

Mr. Muller has served Mariposa since Feb-
ruary of 1981, when he started in the Sheriff’s 
Office as a Jail Officer/Dispatcher. In Novem-
ber of 1985, he became a Deputy Sheriff, after 
which he received a series of promotions: to 
Sergeant in 1998, to Lieutenant in 1999 and fi-
nally to Undersheriff in 2003. Finally, Mr. Mull-
er was appointed as the Sheriff/Coroner/Public 
Administrator in January 2008 and he has ably 
served the County in that capacity since. 

While working for the Sheriff’s Office, Mr. 
Muller was responsible for a wide range of du-
ties in the County, including 9–1–1 dispatch, 
patrol, an adult detention facility, investiga-
tions, court security, boat patrol, animal con-
trol, coroner, public administrator duties, and 
Sheriff’s Community Organized Policing Effort 
(SCOPE). Mr. Muller also successfully applied 
for a number of grants from the State of Cali-
fornia that benefited Mariposa County. For his 
service to the County, Mr. Muller received a 
number of awards, including the Mariposa Ga-
zette Best Peace Officer award and Law En-
forcement Officer of the Year from Mountain 
Crisis Services. 

In addition to his many duties as Sheriff, Mr. 
Muller has contributed to the County in other 
ways. Brad and his wife Sarah are actively in-
volved in their church and regularly assist at 
the Senior Center. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor Brad 
Muller for his dedicated service to the people 
of Mariposa County. I invite my colleagues to 
join me in wishing Mr. Muller many years of 
continued success. 

f 

HONORING CLARKE WARDLAW 
MCCANTS, JR. 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the late Clarke Wardlaw 
McCants, Jr., of Columbia, South Carolina, 
who passed away on December 3 of this year. 
Clarke Wardlaw McCants, Jr., was a brilliant 
legal mind. Growing up in Columbia in the 
1930s, he distinguished himself among his 
peers as a fine attorney and was recognized 
by The Best Lawyers in America in its Trusts 
and Estates Section. An active member of the 
American Bar Association, he even served as 
the Editor of the Association’s Journal of Real 
Property and Probate Trust Law. 

Not just an outstanding lawyer, Clarke 
McCants was a kind man who raised a fine 
family that he took great pride in. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 54 years, Anne Lucius 
McCants and many loving children and grand-
children. It is important that the people of our 
nation step forward to serve their communities 
and give back to their country. This was not 
lost on Clarke McCants who gave generously 
of his time to his community. 

Educated at the University of South Carolina 
as both an undergraduate and a law school 
student, he was a very active participant in the 
student government and many various extra 
curricular programs on campus such as Omi-
cron Delta Kappa, President of Pi Kappa 
Alpha, and the debate team. 

Between his undergraduate and law school 
education, Mr. McCants served us all in the 
United States Army Air Corps as a flight radio 
operator. His service in World War II earned 
him one Bronze Star. We are thankful for his 
service and we can all learn from the life ex-
periences of Clarke Wardlaw McCants, Jr. 

In closing, I just wanted to take a moment 
to share my condolences to the family of 
Clarke Wardlaw McCants, Jr. The entire staff 
and I are sorry for your loss and the pain this 
has caused you and your family. 

f 

CONGRATULATING GREENWOOD, 
SOUTH CAROLINA’S SELF RE-
GIONAL HEALTHCARE 

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate Green-
wood, South Carolina’s Self Regional 
Healthcare on receiving the South Carolina 
Governor’s Quality Award. Presented by the 
South Carolina Quality Forum; an affiliate of 
the South Carolina Chamber of Commerce, 

the Governor’s Quality Award recognizes or-
ganizations across the state that have mir-
rored the superior standards of the Malcolm 
Baldrige National Quality Award. 

As my colleagues know, the Baldrige Pro-
gram’s mission is to improve the competitive-
ness and performance of U.S. organizations. It 
is the only formal recognition of performance 
excellence given by the President of the 
United States to companies and organizations 
in the business, healthcare, education, and 
nonprofit sectors. 

Five years in the making, Self Regional was 
recognized for improving the quality of patient 
care while simultaneously improving the out-
look of its long-term financial performance. I 
give credit to the team of 2,300 physicians, 
administrators and volunteers who worked tire-
lessly to put their patients first. To each and 
every one of them, I say, a job well done. 

I am pleased to see everyone involved at 
Self Regional being recognized for their hard 
work and dedication by the Governor’s Quality 
Award. While congratulations are certainly in 
order, I concur with Mr. Jim Pfeffier, President 
and CEO of Self Regional, who said, ‘‘It is im-
portant to note the real winners in this are our 
patients, for quality and safety are especially 
important when it comes to addressing the 
health needs of others.’’ 

Since making the commitment to improve its 
level of patient care, Self Regional has re-
ceived the Quality Forum’s Silver Award twice 
and the Explorer’s Award once. With such a 
stellar track record, Self Regional is making a 
name for itself in not only South Carolina, but 
also, across the nation. I am pleased to add 
my name to the many that offer Self Regional 
their heartfelt congratulations on this award. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JULIE 
LANCELLE 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor Julie Lancelle for her outstanding com-
munity service in Pacifica, California, since 
1986. 

Julie moved to Pacifica in 1986 with her 
husband and daughter and was quickly drawn 
into the public activism intrinsic to this coastal 
town. One of her first causes was the opposi-
tion to extending the Highway 1 freeway south 
of Rockaway Beach. The following year she 
was appointed to the Pacifica Open Space 
Task Force. 

In 1992, Julie was first elected to the 
Pacifica City Council. After serving a two-year 
term, she left to spend more time with her chil-
dren. In 1997, she recommitted herself to 
community service and became a member of 
the Pacifica Land Trust Board where she used 
her years of experience to preserve open 
space. 

She was again elected to the city council in 
2002 and during her eight years of service 
was instrumental in the completion of the 
Pacifica Strategic Plan, the Palmetto 
Streetscape Plan and the expansion of the 
Community Emergency Response Team Pro-
gram. She advocated for the preservation of 
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the habitat at Sharp Park, balancing environ-
mental concerns with the recreational pursuits 
of golf and archery. Julie also represented her 
community on the Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory 
Committee and the City/County Association of 
Governments. 

Throughout her life, Julie has been pas-
sionate about the outdoors and the preserva-
tion of open space. One of the highlights in 
her career was the purchase of Mori Point and 
its inclusion into the Golden Gate National 
Recreational Area. She launched a campaign 
for that purchase and organized the commu-
nity to raise money to partner with the Trust 
for Public Land, the Park Service and the 
Coastal Conservancy. Thanks to Julie, Mori 
Point is now a spectacular hiking area open to 
everyone. 

Madam Speaker, it is right to honor my 
friend and colleague Julie Lancelle for her out-
standing advocacy and dedication to her com-
munity, particularly on December 15, 2010, 
the day she retires from the Pacifica City 
Council. 

f 

HONORING CHRIS EBIE 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend and congratulate Chris 
Ebie upon his retirement as the Mariposa 
County Auditor. 

Mr. Ebie began his career with Mariposa 
County in September of 1987 as Account 
Clerk III in the Auditor’s Office. In November 
of 1988, he was promoted to Assistant Audi-
tor. In April 2005, Mr. Ebie briefly left Mariposa 
County but returned in January 2006 as the 
Board-appointed County Auditor. In June 
2007, Mr. Ebie was officially elected to the po-
sition of County Auditor. 

In his time with the County, Mr. Ebie worked 
on a number of projects, including coordi-
nating efforts in assuring the County’s compli-
ance with Governmental Accounting Stand-
ards Board (GASB) 45, maintaining the Coun-
ty’s software and budget structure and imple-
menting the Alternative Measurement Method 
(AMM) for reporting costs and liabilities asso-
ciated with health and other non-pension ben-
efits for public employees. 

In addition to his service to the County, Mr. 
Ebie is a dedicated family man. Chris and his 
wife Grace are the proud parents of four chil-
dren and the proud grandparents of four 
grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor Chris 
Ebie for his dedicated service to the people of 
Mariposa County. I invite my colleagues to join 
me in wishing Mr. Ebie many years of contin-
ued success. 

f 

HAITI EARTHQUAKE 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Ms. CLARKE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to draw attention to the plight of Haiti. As we 

all know, Haiti suffered a devastating earth-
quake in January 2010. The magnitude 7 
quake claimed the lives of hundreds of thou-
sands of Haitians, displaced over a million and 
left the capital of Port-au-Prince and outlying 
country areas in ruins. 

Haiti’s road to recovery has been long and 
arduous. Despite overwhelming support from 
the international community, the success of re-
development and rebuilding efforts has been 
extremely limited. Even today, thousands re-
main in international displacement camps, 
many overrun with disease and violence. To 
date, more than a thousand have died due to 
the cholera outbreak. Even more continue to 
suffer in unspeakable poverty and squalor. 

One of the strongest obstacles to meaning-
ful recovery in Haiti has been a political envi-
ronment long plagued with corruption and dis-
honesty. Despite the presence of over 100 ob-
servers, Haiti’s presidential election two Sun-
days ago was overrun with allegations of fraud 
and overtly questionable practices. It is my 
hope that the election results are indeed as 
accurate as possible and that the former First 
Lady Mirlande Manigat and ruling party can-
didate Jude Celestin are the true, democrat-
ically elected candidates to participate in the 
Presidential run-off. 

Although Haiti experienced numerous polit-
ical and economic problems prior to the earth-
quake, the current level of challenges the Hai-
tian people are facing is no longer tolerable. 
The United States and the international com-
munity cannot continue to accept the pace at 
which Haiti’s recovery is taking place, while 
human lives are at stake. We can all do bet-
ter, and to choose complacency over delib-
erate action would be a grave insult to human-
ity. 

As we approach a new year and a new 
Congress, I urge my colleagues to never for-
get Haiti and the challenges its people con-
tinue to face. As the Representative of a large 
Caribbean-American constituency and as a 
daughter of Caribbean, Haiti has always been 
close to my heart. However, my commitment 
to helping Haiti does not solely come from my 
constituency or my familial background. It 
comes from my identity as a public servant 
and a citizen of the world. In all of my work, 
I will continue to give the people of Haiti a 
voice. I will not give up until my colleagues 
recognize Haiti and Haiti resurges as the pearl 
of the Caribbean once again. 

Let us never forget that as we unite with the 
people of Haiti, Haitian-Americans and the 
Haitian Diaspora to assist with the develop-
ment of this great nation, we are forever guid-
ed by the words etched indelibly on the Hai-
tian flag, ‘L’Union fait la force’ (Loon yon feh 
la force) . . . through unity, there is strength! 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY OF CALIFORNIA 
STATE UNIVERSITY, FRESNO 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize California State University, Fres-

no as it celebrates its one hundred-year anni-
versary. 

Beginning in 1911 as a small teachers col-
lege, Fresno State has built a reputation for its 
academic standards as well as its athletic 
achievements. Located in the heart of the San 
Joaquin Valley, Fresno State has played an 
important role in the history of the valley, in-
cluding making it the most productive agricul-
tural region in the world. 

Fresno State is one of the few universities 
in the country to have an on-campus diversi-
fied farm of over 1,000 acres. The campus 
was also the first in the country fully licensed 
to produce, bottle, and sell wine. 

Home to the largest library in the California 
State University System, Fresno State has 
educated innovative professionals in every-
thing from winemaking to nursing to liberal 
arts. The extensive range of degrees offered 
by the college mirrors the diversity of the val-
ley. 

In addition to outstanding academic stand-
ards, Fresno State has gained a reputation for 
its championship-winning athletic program. 
This includes the Bulldogs baseball team win-
ning the 2008 College World Series. 

From its beginnings as the Fresno Normal 
School, Fresno State has become one of the 
leading academic institutions in the San Joa-
quin Valley. I am proud to have the Fresno 
State campus in my district and congratulate 
past and present students, teachers, and ad-
ministrators for 100 years of success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, 
due to severe weather which delayed my re-
turn to Washington, D.C., I was unable to be 
on the House Floor for rollcall votes 628, 629 
and 630. Had I been present I would have 
voted: yea on rollcall vote 628; nay on rollcall 
vote 629; and yea on rollcall vote 630. 

f 

GERRY HOUSE 

HON. JIM COOPER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. COOPER. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to honor Mr. Gerry House on the occasion of 
his retirement from WSIX radio and the end of 
his famous radio show, Gerry House and the 
House Foundation. Mr. House is an award- 
winning American radio personality, talented 
songwriter, stand-up comic and an outstanding 
Tennessean. 

The king of morning radio in Nashville, 
Gerry has kept listeners company in their cars, 
offices and homes for three decades. He will 
be the first-ever country music DJ to join other 
American radio and television luminaries in the 
National Association of Broadcasters Hall of 
Fame. 

Gerry is truly engaged in all levels of the 
music industry. He has written songs for leg-
ends like George Strait, Reba McEntire, 
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