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throughout the local community including the 
Colleyville Center, Leone Hodges Butterfly 
Garden at Kidsville, Colleyville City Hall, 
Colleyville Parks and Recreation Office, 
Sparger Park, and Webb House. From 2008 
to 2010, the Club generously donated two 
bronze sculptures and three Lyman Whitaker 
wind sculptures to McPherson Park. 

On behalf of the 24th Congressional District 
of Texas, it is my distinct pleasure to recog-
nize the Colleyville Garden Club for its 50 
years of service in the Colleyville community. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE CENTEN-
NIAL ANNIVERSARY OF CALI-
FORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, 
FRESNO 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
with my colleagues, Mr. RADANOVICH and Mr. 
CARDOZA to extend our sincerest congratula-
tions to California State University, Fresno as 
they celebrate their centennial anniversary. 

As Fresno State celebrates its 100th anni-
versary, the university is ‘‘Powering the New 
California’’ in our rapidly changing region as 
we move forward in the 21st Century. Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno, also known as 
Fresno State, has evolved from its founding as 
a teachers college to become a renowned 
center for higher learning in the Central Valley 
with eight schools and colleges serving over 
twenty thousand students. 

Fresno State was originally founded as 
Fresno State Normal School on September 
11, 1911 under the guidance of its first presi-
dent Mr. Charles L. McLane. In 1921, Fresno 
State Normal School changed its name to 
Fresno State Teachers College and began to 
share a campus with another fine local institu-
tion, Fresno City College, to provide a quality 
education to local students for whom the dis-
tance of universities such as the University of 
California and Stanford University was too 
great a hardship. Fresno State Normal School 
would change its name again to Fresno State 
College in 1934, and in 1949 the first ad-
vanced degrees in English and Education 
were granted. Forty-five years after Fresno 
State first opened its doors, it relocated to its 
present location on Shaw and Cedar Avenues 
in 1956, where it currently sits on over three 
hundred acres of land. In 1961, Fresno State 
College became the charter institution of the 
California State University System and would 
officially become known as California State 
University, Fresno in 1972. 

Today, Fresno State enrolls more than 
21,500 undergraduate students and 4,400 
graduate students and offers Bachelor’s, Mas-
ter’s, and Doctoral degrees. In 2011, Fresno 
State will graduate its 100th class with an an-
ticipated 5,500 students graduating from the 
institution. Notable among the academic pro-
grams at Fresno State, the Sid Craig School 
of Business has been nationally recognized by 
the Princeton Review as a ‘‘Top Business 
School,’’ the Jordan College of Agricultural 
Science and Technology oversees the only 

commercial winery in the country run by a uni-
versity, and the Lyles College of Engineering 
has the only Geomatics undergraduate pro-
gram in the Nation. Fresno State is also home 
to the Henry Madden Library, which with over 
one million books is the largest academic li-
brary between Sacramento and Los Angeles, 
and serves as a learning resource for the en-
tire region. It is programs and institutions such 
as these that truly embody the excellence of 
Fresno State. 

Fresno State has not only established itself 
as a leader in academics, but also in athletics; 
the school has gained national recognition 
through their various sports programs such as 
football, baseball and soccer. For instance, in 
1998, Fresno State’s women’s softball team 
won the NCAA Women’s College World Series 
by defeating the defending two-time former 
champions, the University of Arizona. Addition-
ally, a decade later, the Fresno State men’s 
baseball team climbed their way through the 
College World Series as the lowest ranked 
seed in post-season play to capture the 2008 
NCAA title in a shocking defeat of the Univer-
sity of Georgia. Fresno State’s distinguished 
alumni include Mayor of Fresno, California 
Ashley Swearingin, three-time Olympic Gold 
Medalist Laura Berg, former NASA Astronaut 
and Mission Commander of the Space Shuttle 
Columbia Colonel Rick Husband, U.S. Ambas-
sador to Colombia and Honduras Phillip V. 
Sanchez, former U.S. Secretary of the Treas-
ury Paul H. O’Neill, former Nevada Governor 
Kenny Guinn, and 2001 Super Bowl winning 
quarterback Trent Dilfer. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
with Mr. RADANOVICH, Mr. CARDOZA and my-
self, in recognizing California State University, 
Fresno as they celebrate their centennial anni-
versary and continue their outstanding edu-
cational leadership for students throughout the 
Central Valley and the State of California. 
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OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend and congratulate Gail Neal 
upon her retirement as the Mariposa County 
Chief Probation Officer. 

Ms. Neal began her career with Mariposa 
County as clerk II for the District Attorney’s of-
fice in April 1978. In September 1981, she 
transferred to the Sheriff’s Office, where she 
was a dispatcher and then a jail officer. In No-
vember 1987, Ms. Neal transferred back to the 
District Attorney’s office, where she served as 
a Clerk III for a short time before being pro-
moted to legal secretary. Ms. Neal began in 
Probation as a probation aide in May 1989. 
From there, she received a number of pro-
motions: to Acting Deputy Probation Officer in 
September of 1990, Deputy Probation Officer 
in January of 1991, Deputy Probation Officer 
II in January of 1993, Deputy Probation Officer 
III in May of 1995, Deputy Chief Probation Of-
ficer in January of 2001, Interim Chief Proba-
tion Officer in March of 2001 and Chief Proba-
tion Officer two weeks later in March of 2001. 

Ms. Neal has displayed outstanding leader-
ship, organization and commitment in her time 
with Mariposa County Probation. Her duties in-
cluded planning, organizing, directing, super-
vising and administering actives and oper-
ations of the County Probation Department 
and Juvenile Hall. She also developed and 
oversaw the Revenue & Recovery Division. 

Besides her commitments to Mariposa 
County Probation, Ms. Neal served as a mem-
ber of a number of groups, including of the 
Chief Probation Officers of California, Cali-
fornia Probation, Parole and Corrections Asso-
ciation, American Probation and Parole Asso-
ciation, Mariposa County Domestic Violence 
Coordinating Council, Mariposa County Alco-
hol & Drug Advisory Board, and was Chair on 
Mariposa County Juvenile Justice Coordi-
nating Council. In her free time, Ms. Neal also 
ran a side business as a candle maker. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor Gail 
Neal for her dedicated service to the people of 
Mariposa County. I invite my colleagues to join 
me in wishing Ms. Neal many years of contin-
ued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICES OF 
CAMP PATRIOT 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Camp Patriot and 
their tremendous service to veterans in the 
Greater Seattle Area and throughout the coun-
try. 

Camp Patriot was founded in 2006 to help 
provide the 2.3 million disabled U.S. veterans 
with the opportunity to take outdoor trips. The 
nonprofit group organizes fishing, hunting, ski-
ing, hiking, and motorcycling trips for our 
brave veterans. Camp Patriot enables dis-
abled veterans the chance to develop relation-
ships with other fellow veterans through out-
door adventures and team building exercises. 
The program works with outdoor organizations 
and financial sponsors that provide equipment, 
supplies, and clothing, and allow veterans to 
attend the camp free of cost. 

Camp Patriot is a relatively new organiza-
tion yet has done much in their outreach to 
veterans and their families. One major goal 
they are currently working toward is the con-
struction of a lodge on Lake Koocanusa in 
Montana, which would accommodate 20 dis-
abled veterans a week at no charge to the 
veterans. 

Among Camp Patriot’s major activities is the 
annual hike to the summit of Mount Rainier. 
The inaugural climb took place in July 2007. 
Most recently, the Camp Patriot team reached 
the 14,411–foot summit on July 14, 2010. 
Each year, before the climb, participants travel 
to Seattle to dine at Qwest Field and tour the 
stadium with the Seattle Seahawks. Partici-
pants also attend a week-long training spon-
sored by Iron90 Workplace Wellness. Iron90 
prepares the veterans for the grueling hike up 
the summit. Founder Micah Clark, a fellow vet-
eran, often accompanies the hikers on the 
climb and sees first-hand the effect his organi-
zation can have on disabled veterans. 
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