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HONORING REVEREND BRUCE 

HENNING DAVIDSON 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Reverend Bruce Henning David-
son, Director of the Lutheran Office of Govern-
mental Ministry of New Jersey, who is retiring 
January 1, 2011. The Office of Governmental 
Ministry is an advocacy ministry of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church of America and com-
municates the official policies and actions of 
the church to leaders in state government, 
particularly on issues of hunger and poverty, 
and more recently, immigration reform, deten-
tion practices, refugee issues and marriage 
equality. 

Reverend Davidson is recognized statewide 
as an inspiring pastor, an energetic community 
activist, and as an advocate for justice for all 
people. Since becoming Director of the Lu-
theran Office of Governmental Ministry of New 
Jersey, Reverend Davidson has been a tire-
less laborer in the vineyard of social service. 
He founded the New Jersey Advocacy Net-
work to End Homelessness and the Anti-Pov-
erty Network of New Jersey and a number of 
other community service organizations. 

Heeding the biblical command to feed, 
clothe and shelter the poor and needy, Bruce 
Davidson made it his business to search out 
ways for people in need to have an oppor-
tunity for a better life. He recognized that the 
homeless are often people with bad luck—lack 
of a job, a sick child and no health insurance, 
a lack of education, or a traumatizing war ex-
perience can cause a person to become 
homeless and this can happen to any of us. 
He believes that no one should be homeless 
in America and inspires us to join in the fight 
against the poverty and indifference that al-
lows this to happen. 

Bruce Davidson was born on March 10, 
1948 to David E. and Anne H. Davidson. He 
is a graduate of the Philadelphia school sys-
tem and Temple University and was ordained 
following his graduation from the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in 1974. He has spent 
his entire career in New Jersey, ministering to 
congregations from Cape May in Southern 
New Jersey to Bergen County in the north. 

Wherever he has lived and preached, Bruce 
Davidson has made an impact, as evidenced 
by the many organizations that have honored 
him for his leadership in the community. He 
received the Equal Justice Award from Legal 
Services of New Jersey and was recognized 
by New Jersey Citizen Action and the Bergen 
County Chapter of NAACP. He was chosen a 
Distinguished Alumnus by the Community Col-
lege of Philadelphia. 

I have known Bruce Davidson for many 
years and my admiration for his life’s work has 
no bounds. He is an unselfish and humble 
man who inspires the best in all of us. He de-
serves a happy and healthy retirement, with 
much time to spend with his long-time partner, 
Donald Barb, and a bit of leisure. But it is hard 
to think that he will not continue his advocacy 
for the unfortunate. Please join with me in rec-
ognizing Pastor Bruce Davidson and thanking 
him for a life of service. 

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
DELTA REGIONAL AUTHORITY 
(DRA) 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the Delta Regional Authority, DRA, 
on the occasion of its 10th anniversary. Ten 
years ago, President Clinton signed into law 
legislation establishing the DRA. He did so 
with the widespread bipartisan support of 
Members of Congress who were eager to give 
this region a strong foothold up the ladder to 
success. 

The DRA has proven to be effective in lev-
eling the playing field for the Delta region. The 
DRA helps connect opportunity with the sheer 
grit, intelligence, and willpower that already 
exists in the people of the region. For ten 
years, DRA has made great strides in bridging 
the gaps that have kept the region isolated 
from progress. 

The DRA is a federal-state partnership that 
serves 252 counties and parishes in parts of 
Tennessee, Alabama, Arkansas, Illinois, Ken-
tucky, Louisiana, Mississippi and Missouri. 
These counties and parishes hold great prom-
ise for access and trade in bordering the 
world’s greatest transportation arterial—the 
Mississippi River. 

It has been a privilege for me to work along-
side DRA and the people of the Delta region 
over the years. The educators, healthcare pro-
viders, farmers, local officials, small business 
owners and workers in this part of the country 
have all made meaningful contributions to 
overcome unique challenges and make the 
Delta region a wonderful place to live and 
work. 

The people of the Delta region are fortunate 
to have a reliable federal partner in the DRA. 
In its first ten years of work, the DRA has 
made significant progress tackling the region’s 
unique challenges. For example, the DRA op-
erates a highly successful grant program in 
each of the eight states it serves, allowing cit-
ies and counties to leverage money from other 
federal agencies and private investors. 

An independent report from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Economic Research 
Service found that per capita income grew 
more rapidly in counties where the DRA had 
the greatest investment. Anyone who knows 
what it is like to live and work in an area with-
out the most basic infrastructure systems will 
understand how important the DRA work is to 
bring critical infrastructure such as new water 
and sewer services to more than 43,000 fami-
lies. 

I look forward to working with the DRA as 
it continues to expand its regional initiatives in 
the areas of health care, transportation, lead-
ership training and information technology, 
small business development and entrepre-
neurship, and alternative energy jobs. I am 
proud to recognize the DRA’s first ten years of 
achievements, and I look forward to working 
with the DRA to build an even stronger region 
for our future. 

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF JOSEPH 
EUGENE QUINN 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
with my colleagues Mr. CARDOZA, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Mr. LANGEVIN and Mr. NEAL, to pay trib-
ute to Mr. Joseph Eugene Quinn who passed 
away on December 3, 2010 at the age of sev-
enty. Mr. Quinn was an extraordinary man 
who will long be remembered. 

Joseph Eugene Quinn was born in Paw-
tucket, Rhode Island on March 1, 1940, the 
third of four sons to the late Joseph L. and 
Mary E. Quinn. Joseph Eugene, known as 
Gene by friends and family, attended St. 
Raphael Academy in Pawtucket and excelled 
on the football and basketball teams. He grad-
uated from Providence College in 1960 and 
maintained a life-long commitment to the intel-
lectual and spiritual traditions of the Dominican 
Order. 

After graduation, Gene enlisted in the 
United States Army. While serving in the mili-
tary, he travelled extensively and befriended a 
wide spectrum of people who delighted in ex-
changing viewpoints on religion, politics and 
sports. 

After his discharge from the Army, Gene 
moved to Largo, Florida where he became 
president of Bardmoor Country Club, a real 
estate and resort development. Gene later 
moved to Washington, DC and worked on 
Ronald Reagan’s reelection bid in 1984. Mr. 
Quinn went on to hold a series of increasingly 
important positions with the Federal Govern-
ment, and being a fond admirer of President 
Reagan, he took great pride later in his career 
when telling friends that he worked in the Ron-
ald Reagan Building. At the time of his pass-
ing, Gene was an international trade specialist 
and project officer for Global Trade Programs 
at the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Although Mr. Quinn lived in the Washington 
area for three decades he considered Rhode 
Island his home and always enjoyed spending 
summers there. 

Mr. Quinn leaves behind his loving wife, 
Marguerite Slocum Quinn, to whom he was 
married twenty-three years. They were both 
founding members of the Anacostia Gracious 
Arts Program, an urban afterschool arts pro-
gram for underprivileged youth in Washington. 
Gene was also a member of the Spouting 
Rock Beach Association in Newport, RI, the 
Clambake Club of Newport, the Providence 
College Alumni Association, and the American 
Ireland Fund. 

In addition to his wife, Mr. Quinn is survived 
by his daughter, Tara, her husband Andrew 
Reilly, and his grandchildren, Andrew and 
Fiona of Middletown, RI. He is also survived 
by his brothers, Paul of McLean, VA, Thomas 
of Washington, DC, Francis of New York City, 
and their families. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
Mr. CARDOZA, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. LANGEVIN, Mr. 
NEAL and I in remembering the life of this re-
markable man as we offer our condolences to 
his family and celebrate his memory and serv-
ice to our country. 
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