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to be called what they are—they are not ran-
dom acts of ‘‘violent extremists.’’ They are, 
for Islamists, jihad. And they must be de-
feated. 
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HONORING JOSHUA MATTHEW 
LEVINE 

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam Speaker, 
I rise to mark the untimely passing of an out-
standing young man, Joshua Matthew Levine, 
one of my constituents who lived in North 
Haven, NY. Josh, who was only 35 years old, 
was a much beloved and well-known advocate 
for organic farming and healthy living. He left 
a successful job in New York City to move to 
the Hamptons where he became involved in 
the burgeoning organic farming movement that 
has recently attracted so many talented young 
people across our nation. He began as a vol-
unteer at Quail Hill Farm in Amagansett, a 
stewardship project of the Peconic Land Trust, 
a non-profit land preservation organization. 
Quail Hill is one of the original CSA (Commu-
nity Supported Agriculture) farms in the United 
States and serves 200 families as well as sup-
plies food to local restaurants, schools and 
food pantries. After working a year as a volun-
teer at the 30-acre farm, he became an ap-
prentice and then was hired as the farm’s 
marketing manager. He also operated the or-
ganization’s weekly Saturday Farmer’s Market. 

Along with his wife Susan Ann Jones Le-
vine, he threw himself wholeheartedly into the 
business of promoting healthy food and 
healthy living and he would go out of his way 
to explain the benefits of sustainable agri-
culture and organic farming to others. He was 
devoted to his wife and their two children, 
three-year-old Willa and six-month-old Ezra. At 
a time when many think of the Hamptons as 
the land of glitz and glamour, it is refreshing 
to encounter a young person of such sub-
stance with an unwavering dedication to val-
ues that make our world a better place—co-
operation, hard work and respect for the earth 
we live on. Josh Levine truly lived his beliefs. 
He was devoted to the idea of sustaining the 
land for future generations. On days when the 
Farmer’s Market was open, he would arise at 
5 a.m. and go to the farm to get the food and 
deliver it to the market in time for the opening 
at 9 a.m. More than 600 people attended his 
funeral and told stories about how hard he 
worked and how much he did to help others 
understand the benefits of healthy living. 

One woman recalled how she inadvertently 
left a large bunch of kale that she had pur-
chased at the farm stand one Saturday. Josh 
knew that she needed the kale to help in her 
fight against cancer, and he spent three hours 
tracking her down after the farm stand had 
closed and successfully delivered the kale to 
her freshly packed on ice so that it would not 
wilt in the sweltering August heat. He believed 
in what he was doing, and his passion and en-
thusiasm attracted others. He enjoyed cooking 
and was an avid follower of the slow food 
movement. As a tribute to his good works, the 
mayor ordered the flag to be flown at half 

mast on the day of his funeral, a tribute usu-
ally reserved for military personnel. 

It is with great sadness that I mark the 
passing of such a vibrant young man, so in-
volved in his community and devoted to his 
beliefs. 
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HONORING MAJOR GENERAL 
GREGORY WAYT 

HON. STEVE AUSTRIA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. AUSTRIA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Major General Gregory Wayt for 
his service to the State of Ohio and our nation 
on the occasion of his retirement. 

It is an honor to join the people of Ohio’s 
7th Congressional District in congratulating 
General Wayt upon his retirement as Adjutant 
General for the State of Ohio. Serving as Ad-
jutant General since 2004, General Wayt com-
manded the Ohio National Guard and was re-
sponsible for overseeing the day-to-day oper-
ation and management of the readiness, fis-
cal, personnel, equipment, and real property 
resources of the Guard. 

The Ohio National Guard consists of the 
Ohio Army National Guard, Ohio Air National 
Guard, Ohio Military Reserve, and Ohio Naval 
Militia, totaling more than 17,000 personnel. 

A 1975 alumnus of The Ohio State Univer-
sity, General Wayt is a Distinguished Military 
graduate of the university’s Reserve Officer 
Training Corps program. He then served on 
active duty as an Air Defense Artillery Officer 
with the U.S. Army until joining the Ohio Army 
National Guard in 1980. 

As a member of the Ohio Army National 
Guard, General Wayt has commanded and 
has held staff officer assignments at all levels. 
Prior to serving as Ohio’s Adjutant General, he 
served as the Commander for the 145th Regi-
ment and the Ohio Regional Training Institute. 

He also served as the Deputy Chief of Staff 
for Plans, Operations, Training, and Military 
Support and as the Joint Chief of Staff for the 
Joint Force Headquarters for the Ohio Na-
tional Guard. 

General Wayt has led a distinguished career 
and holds many awards including the Legion 
of Merit with one Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster, the 
Meritorious Service Medal with one Silver Oak 
Leaf Cluster and One Bronze Oak Leaf Clus-
ter, and the Army Commendation Medal with 
three Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters. 

Ohio’s 7th Congressional District has been 
well served by General Wayt as the district in-
cludes the Springfield Air National Guard Base 
and the Air and Army National Guard Units lo-
cated at the Rickenbacker International Air-
port. He has also coordinated efforts in co-
operation with the Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base and the Defense Supply Center of Co-
lumbus. I personally have worked alongside 
General Wayt as he has been an integral part 
of supporting our national guard and military 
facilities across Ohio and our nation. 

For his many years of dedication to the 
State of Ohio and to this nation, I again join 
the people of Ohio’s 7th Congressional District 
in extending our best wishes upon his retire-

ment and wish him success in all his future 
endeavors. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE 
OF THE PROFESSIONAL STAFF 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANS-
PORTATION AND INFRASTRUC-
TURE 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, as my 
service in Congress and my term as Chairman 
of the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure come to a close, I would like to take 
this opportunity to recognize the professional 
staff of the Committee. These are the dedi-
cated individuals who do the research, the 
analysis, the drafting, the corrections, the ne-
gotiations, and the leg work needed to bring 
legislation to the Floor of this House and get 
it enacted into law. 

I honor them all for their diligence, tenacity, 
intelligence, insightfulness, loyalty, and friend-
ship. 

David Heymsfeld has served the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure for 35 
years, as Democratic Staff Director of our 
Subcommittee on Aviation from 1975 to 1995, 
and as Democratic Staff Director of the full 
Committee from 1996 to 2010. He has been 
the lead staff on legislative and oversight 
issues in aviation, and, since 1995, has di-
rected all staff activities of the Full Committee. 

His responsibilities have required him to 
master the policy issues involved, to under-
stand the positions of all interested parties and 
of government officials, to negotiate solutions, 
which achieve the Committee’s policy objec-
tives, to draft legislation, and to plan strategies 
for passing legislation. He has carried those 
responsibilities for major aviation legislation, 
and, since 1995, he has also played a major 
role in legislation affecting the Federal pro-
grams for highway and transit, rail, Coast 
Guard, water resources, and public buildings. 

Our Director of Communications, Jim 
Berard, has been the voice of the Democratic 
side of the Committee for 13 years, and 
served in my personal office and that of Sen. 
KENT CONRAD for a decade prior. An award- 
winning journalist before coming to Capitol 
Hill, Jim has proven himself to be a master 
communicator, adept at interpreting complex 
legislative issues for lay audiences. 

Jim has been at the center of nearly every 
major transportation issue I have faced in the 
past 23 years, handling inquiries from the 
media, getting them answers, shaping our 
message, and delivering that message to the 
public. 

Jim is also an accomplished writer, a pub-
lished author, an historian, and a humanitarian 
who spends his free time helping build homes 
for Habitat for Humanity in Maryland, and the 
St. Bernard Project in Louisiana. 

He has been a trusted Member of my per-
sonal and Committee staff, and I am grateful 
to him for his service. 

Mary Kerr’s extensive communications and 
public policy experience, along with her legal 
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