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people who really want to serve their 
country. So I hope we can get that 
done. 

Don’t ask, don’t tell is another issue 
that is certainly ripe for completion. I 
appreciate the work of the House in 
completing that. There is no reason, no 
matter how they may dislike that leg-
islation, to stand in the way of the 
START treaty. The don’t ask, don’t 
tell, as we all have seen from reading 
the press, we have enough votes to pass 
that. It passed in the House for the sec-
ond time. It picked up 45 votes from 
the first time they voted on it, so it is 
gaining strength. 

The one reason I think it is so impor-
tant to do that, to complete the repeal 
of don’t ask, don’t tell, one of the prob-
lems we have had with the issue of 
abortion around the country is that it 
has been determined by the courts not 
the legislature. There have been nu-
merous articles written about how that 
is one problem that has caused so much 
consternation with the abortion issue— 
because it should have been handled by 
the legislature. I feel the same way 
about don’t ask, don’t tell. We can see 
the courts moving in on this. We 
should have the courage to do what is 
right for the American people and do it 
legislatively, not leave it to the courts. 

The only thing I didn’t mention is we 
have a lot of nominations I am working 
with the Republican leader on to com-
plete. One person we are concerned 
about is Jim Cole, the Deputy Attor-
ney General. That is the No. 2 person 
at the Justice Department. It is a 
shame it has taken so long to com-
plete. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

TREATY WITH RUSSIA ON MEAS-
URES FOR FURTHER REDUCTION 
AND LIMITATION OF STRATEGIC 
OFFENSIVE ARMS 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing treaty, which the clerk will re-
port. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

Treaty calendar No. 7, Treaty with Russia 
on Measures for Further Reduction and Lim-
itation of Strategic Offensive Arms. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I note 
the minority leader is here and he may 
wish to use his leader time now. I un-
derstand that. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I would say to my 
friend from Massachusetts, I was going 

to make my opening remarks. I believe 
Senator LEMIEUX is making his fare-
well address, if you could give us a 
chance. 

Mr. REID. I note the absence of a 
quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, as soon 
as the leader wants to take the floor, I 
will see to that. I am not trying to hold 
the floor. I just wish to say to col-
leagues that we are now beginning day 
3 of consideration of the START trea-
ty. We have not yet voted on or moved 
on any amendment. So I hope col-
leagues will take advantage of the 
extra time we now have, given the 
events with respect to the omnibus/CR, 
and we have an opportunity today to 
quickly get there. 

Needless to say, at some point, par-
ticularly in the absence of amend-
ments, there will be a higher motiva-
tion to move to a cloture vote to move 
to bring this to a close if that is what 
it is going to take. We are ready to 
vote on our side of the aisle. We are 
ready to vote today on the START 
treaty. 

So I wish to emphasize to colleagues, 
if there are amendments, now is the 
time to bring them to the floor, and I 
hope we can do that. We look forward 
to a good, robust debate in an effort to 
try to bring this matter to a close. 

I yield the floor to the minority lead-
er at this time. 

RECOGNITION OF THE REPUBLICAN LEADER 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

GOOD NEWS 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

am pleased to report two pieces of good 
news out of Congress today. After 2 
years of policies that lacked public 
support, the tide is beginning to turn. 

Today the President will sign a bill 
that ensures no American—not a single 
one—gets a tax hike on January 1. Re-
publicans have fought hard for this leg-
islation. Up until last week, most 
Democrats resisted. But in the end the 
American people were heard. That is a 
welcome change from the last 2 years. 

The American people have finally 
been heard on another matter as well. 
Yesterday, Republicans united against 
a 2,000-page, $1.2 trillion spending bill 
that Democrats were trying to ram 
through Congress in the final hours of 
this session. The goal of this bill was 
perfectly clear. Its purpose was to lock 
in for another year the same big gov-
ernment policies voters overwhelm-
ingly rejected on November 2. 

By approving this bill, we would have 
helped cement for another year mas-
sive increases in spending and helped 
pave the way for a health care bill 
most Americans are asking us to re-
peal. 

Once those details became clear, it 
was imperative that we reject it. 

The voters don’t want us to wait to 
cut spending and debt and fight the 
health care bill next October—they 
want us to do these things imme-
diately. 

So I am proud of my conference for 
sticking together on these principles. 

Here in these final days of the 111th 
Congress we have held the line on 
taxes. 

We have held the line on spending. 
Next, we turn to cutting spending 

and cutting debt. 
The American people are seeing 

change here in Washington. 
They can expect more in the New 

Year. 
TRIBUTE TO RETIRING SENATORS 

GEORGE LEMIEUX 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise to pay tribute to a man who has 
made the most of a short tenure here 
in the Senate. Shortly after GEORGE 
LEMIEUX was sworn in last September 
he said that his goal was to get years 
of work done in 16 months. And I don’t 
think there is any doubt the junior 
Senator from Florida made good on 
that promise. 

In his short tenure, GEORGE has 
served the people of Florida with 
honor, integrity, and purpose. And 
while he may be leaving us soon, I am 
certain this will not be the last time 
we hear from this incredibly gifted 
man. 

GEORGE grew up in Coral Springs, FL, 
or ‘‘God’s country’’ as he refers to it. 
He went on to college at Emory, where 
he graduated magna cum laude and Phi 
Beta Kappa. As an undergraduate, 
GEORGE interned for Congressman Clay 
Shaw and Senator Connie Mack. And 
then it was on to Georgetown for law 
school and then private practice back 
home in Florida. 

GEORGE got his start in local politics 
as chairman of the Broward County 
Young Republicans. He then went on to 
make his own bid for the Florida State 
house in 1998, knocking on more than 
10,000 doors in the heavily Democratic 
district he was hoping to represent. 

Despite GEORGE’s own campaign loss, 
he impressed a lot of Republicans and 
was elected chairman of Broward Coun-
ty Republican Party. In 2003, he was 
asked to serve as deputy attorney gen-
eral. And GEORGE answered the call, 
leaving the law firm he was working in 
at the time. As deputy attorney gen-
eral, GEORGE was responsible for a 
team of 400 lawyers. He also argued and 
won a death penalty case that earned a 
unanimous ruling from the U.S. Su-
preme Court. 
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