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best option to detain terrorists that 
pose a threat to our national security 
at home and abroad. Let me be clear. 
Guantanamo Bay houses some of the 
most dangerous terrorists in the world, 
some of whom have succeeded in their 
plots to kill American citizens and sol-
diers. Yet, despite their record of plot-
ting attacks on civilians, beheadings, 
and using innocent women and children 
as shields, our military personnel pro-
vide the detainees with a host of 
rights, privileges, and, yes, indeed, re-
spect. 

If the administration won’t tell the 
full story about how we treat Guanta-
namo detainees, Madam Speaker, then 
I certainly will. 

Among the rights and privileges ex-
tended include 24/7 medical service, 
comprised of things like annual dental 
checkups, eye exams, physical therapy, 
mental health services, and one med-
ical staffer for every two detainees. De-
tainees are afforded anywhere from 4 to 
20 hours of outdoor recreation daily; 
are allowed unmonitored legal commu-
nication, have access to more than 
15,000 books, magazines, and DVDs in 18 
different languages; and they are, in-
deed, allowed to observe their religious 
customs. Cultural and dietary needs 
are met. Each detainee receives up to 
6,800 calories per day, with six menus 
from which to choose. No wonder the 
average weight gain, Madam Speaker, 
has been 15 to 20 pounds. 

That’s the reality of Guantanamo 
Bay. Having gone to these lengths, it is 
simply, to me, incomprehensible that 
we would spend hundreds of millions of 
dollars to transfer these detainees to 
our shores and make accommodations 
for them within our borders, especially 
with a $13.8 trillion national debt 
that’s only growing. 

Furthermore, Madam Speaker, ter-
rorists who cannot be prosecuted 
should not be released. This is particu-
larly true given that the recidivism 
data that was released just last week 
indicates that up to 25 percent of those 
released from Guantanamo Bay have 
reaffiliated with terror groups and re-
joined the fight against us, continuing 
to kill Americans. 

Madam Speaker, the American peo-
ple know that the Gitmo detainees— 
which include terrorist trainees, ter-
rorist financiers, bomb makers, Osama 
bin Laden’s body guards, terrorist re-
cruiters, and would-be suicide bomb-
ers—are not minor offenders by any 
means. Indeed, attempted attacks on 
our homeland in the skies over Detroit, 
in the streets of New York City, and in 
a courthouse square in Portland, Or-
egon, remind us that the battlefield is 
not limited to our efforts in Afghani-
stan and Iraq. 

Those that seek to do us harm should 
never be transferred to our soil or tried 
in our Federal court system, where 
they would essentially be provided the 
same protections under our Constitu-

tion as the very U.S. citizens they 
would love to kill. 

Transferring terrorist detainees to the U.S. 
could eventually lead to their release—on 
American soil, Madam Speaker, putting our 
own citizens at risk. Indeed, any facility where 
they could be held—whether for trial or lifelong 
detention—could itself become a terrorist tar-
get. 

Simply put, the American people believe 
that bringing Guantanamo Bay detainees to 
American soil—for any purpose— 
putsAmericans at risk and is a national secu-
rity threat. The President and his Administra-
tion would be wise to listen to the voice of the 
American people, follow the lead of this Con-
gress, and keep Guantanamo Bay open. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN 
PATRICK KENNEDY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr. LAN-
GEVIN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor my colleague and 
good friend, Congressman PATRICK 
KENNEDY from Rhode Island. 

I have known and worked with PAT-
RICK for more than half of my life now. 
PATRICK and I were first elected to the 
Rhode Island General Assembly to-
gether in 1988. And I must say, I’m hav-
ing a bit of a hard time imagining com-
ing back to work in January without 
him serving in the Congress. 

I still remember hearing about his 
first run for the State House, the 
young KENNEDY taking on the estab-
lishment in Providence. People 
thought that he didn’t have a chance, 
but they didn’t know PATRICK very 
well. He knocked on every door, shook 
every hand, and fought for every last 
vote. In the end, that race wasn’t even 
close. 

In the State House, he immediately 
showed his independence, refusing to 
toe the party line, much to the surprise 
of the House leadership at the time. I 
remember well one of his early efforts 
to enact responsible gun control meas-
ures, an issue that was and is very im-
portant to me as well. 

PATRICK soon arrived in the Halls of 
Congress, and as the nephew of Presi-
dent John Kennedy and Senator Robert 
Kennedy and the son of Senator Ed-
ward Kennedy, an intimidating legacy 
followed closely behind him. But PAT-
RICK didn’t strive to fill anyone else’s 
shoes. He worked hard every day to 
chart his own course and to fight for 
his constituents in Rhode Island. But, 
and perhaps without intention, he not 
only upheld his family’s own enduring 
legacy, he carried it forward by knock-
ing down new barriers as well. His com-
passion and commitment to promoting 
social justice for all Americans was 
clearly evident, particularly when he 
spoke out on behalf of those suffering 
from mental illness and addiction. 

It is because of PATRICK’s efforts that 
I and many of my colleagues have 

gained a new awareness of the tens of 
millions of Americans who struggle 
every day with the hidden disability of 
mental illness or addiction. These peo-
ple had no voice, no champion until 
PATRICK stepped up and took on what 
so many others were afraid to say out 
loud. Mental health parity legislation 
passed this Congress because PATRICK 
KENNEDY fought for every vote, just as 
he did with that first State House run. 
He met with every chairman, he sat 
down with every Member, and he raised 
this issue at every event that he went 
to, even if it meant bringing attention 
to what he once considered his own 
greatest weakness, but he did so with-
out hesitation once he learned that 
speaking openly and honestly about his 
personal battles could move the debate 
forward and help countless others seek 
treatment and overcome their own 
challenges. 

Most people know PATRICK as a pas-
sionate and outspoken advocate for 
millions of people, but to really know 
PATRICK is to watch him sit down one- 
on-one with a constituent, a child or a 
senior citizen. And where politicians 
are often running from place to place 
to the next event trying to shake the 
most hands, see the most people, PAT-
RICK would rather sit down and talk 
with one person about their experi-
ences, about their family, their opin-
ions rather than jump from event to 
event. He really truly cared about what 
his votes and his actions and the things 
he did meant to each Rhode Islander, 
and I know how much each conversa-
tion, each meeting, and each inter-
action meant to him and how it helped 
him to grow as a legislator and as a 
person. 

PATRICK, I know your dad must have 
been so proud to serve with you for 
these past 16 years. Together, you 
forged a better path for social justice 
and equality for the people of Rhode Is-
land and the people of our Nation. As 
you prepare to leave, know that you 
have made a profound difference during 
your time in this great institution, one 
that will endure and continue to reso-
nate throughout our Nation. 

b 1740 

I look forward to continuing our 
work together, both inside and outside 
the Halls of Congress. And to quote 
your dad, Senator Edward Kennedy: 
‘‘The work goes on, the cause endures, 
the hope still lives, and the dream shall 
never die.’’ 

With that, I yield to the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. MORAN) the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam 
Speaker, I thank my great friend, Mr. 
LANGEVIN, from Rhode Island. 

Madam Speaker, no one has brought 
more passion to the floor of this Con-
gress than PATRICK KENNEDY. PATRICK 
has never hesitated to speak out for 
the poor and the powerless, those who 
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faced mental and physical disabilities, 
those who needed someone on their 
side. The Kennedy family has always 
been about bringing the marginalized 
out from the shadows. So the entire 
Kennedy clan should be so proud of this 
man, PATRICK KENNEDY, and this Na-
tion should be as grateful for his pres-
ence in this Congress. 

Let me emphasize, Madam Speaker, 
the fact that mental health parity 
would not have become law had it not 
been for PATRICK KENNEDY. That is a 
legacy for which this Nation should al-
ways be grateful. PATRICK KENNEDY’s 
legacy will continue for generations to 
come. We can’t thank him enough for 
his service to this Nation and this Con-
gress. 

f 

DR. RICHARD LEVIN COMMENCE-
MENT SPEECH EXCERPTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. YARMUTH) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, last 
May, President Richard Levin of Yale 
University delivered a commencement 
speech, and I think the message he con-
veyed in that speech is worth repeating 
here for the Members of this body and 
also for the American people. I am 
going to read a portion of the speech 
and then include the entire commence-
ment speech for the RECORD. These are 
the words of Dr. Richard Levin: 

‘‘Aristotle tells us that we are by na-
ture political animals. But one wonders 
whether we would recognize the species 
we have become. Eighteen months ago, 
the United States elected a new Presi-
dent who was prepared to address intel-
ligently and collaboratively the most 
pressing problems confronting the Na-
tion—education, health care, climate 
change, and improving America’s 
image in the rest of the world. Late in 
the election campaign, the financial 
crisis intervened, and economic recov-
ery and financial sector reform were 
added to this ambitious agenda. 

‘‘What has happened since does not 
inspire great confidence in the capac-
ity of our system to deal intelligently 
with important problems. Why is this 
happening?’’ 

Dr. Levin says: ‘‘Let me make two 
observations and then trace their im-
plications for how you might conduct 
yourselves as citizens and participants 
in political life. First, contemporary 
political discussion is too often domi-
nated by oversimplified ideologies with 
superficial appeal to voters. And, sec-
ond, political actors in the United 
States give too much weight to the in-
terests of groups with the resources to 
influence their reelection and too little 
attention to the costs and benefits of 
their actions on the wider public. 

‘‘In the Federalist No. 10, James 
Madison addresses the second of these 
observations in the context of the 

fledgling republic established by the 
U.S. Constitution. He notes that the 
tendency to pursue self-interest can 
never be entirely suppressed, but it can 
be mitigated by the proper design of 
political institutions. 

‘‘The protections that our form of 
government offers against ideology and 
faction have attenuated greatly since 
Madison’s time, for at least two rea-
sons. First, mass communication in-
creases the opportunity to sway voters 
by appeal to simple formulations. Of 
course, the rise of mass communication 
could be a tool for raising the level of 
discourse through more effective edu-
cation of the electorate. But it inter-
acts with the second attenuating fac-
tor: that the money required to win 
elections through the media has cre-
ated a dependence on funding from spe-
cial interest groups. And it is these in-
terest groups who distort reasoned dia-
logue by sponsoring oversimplified 
messages. 

‘‘To move beyond ideology and fac-
tion, we need to raise the level of polit-
ical discourse. You, as the emerging 
leaders of your generation,’’ he told the 
students, ‘‘must rise to the challenge. 

‘‘In the first paragraph of the Fed-
eralist No. 1, writing about the infant 
republic whose constitution he was en-
deavoring to defend, Alexander Ham-
ilton asserts: 

‘‘It has frequently been remarked 
that it seems to have been reserved to 
the people of this country, by their 
conduct and example, to decide the im-
portant question, whether societies are 
really capable or not of establishing 
good government from reflection and 
choice. 

‘‘There is much in America’s history 
of the past two-and-a-quarter centuries 
that would incline us to conclude that 
Hamilton’s question has been answered 
in the affirmative. Our institutions of 
representative government have proven 
themselves to be durable, the rule of 
law has prevailed, and the scope of per-
sonal liberty has expanded far beyond 
what the Founders envisioned. But 
today, in the face of oversimplified ide-
ology and the dominance of narrow in-
terests, we must wonder again whether 
Hamilton’s question is still open. 

‘‘Women and men of the Yale College 
class of 2010,’’ Dr. Levin said, ‘‘it falls 
to you, the superbly educated leaders 
of your generation, to rise above ide-
ology and faction, to bring to bear your 
intelligence and powers of critical 
thinking to elevate public discourse, to 
participate as citizens, and to answer 
the call to service. Only with your 
commitment can we be certain that 
our future will be decided by reflection 
and choice in the broad best interest of 
humanity. You can do it. Yes, you 
can.’’ 

Madam Speaker, Dr. Levin made this 
call to the young women and men who 
will lead our Nation in the years to 
come. But all of us should listen. 

As we end this Congress and begin a 
new one, our Nation faces challenges as 
complex as they are consequential, and 
we stand at a tipping point. More spe-
cial interest money is flooding our po-
litical system than ever before. Con-
gress is the most partisan it has been 
in history. The media is often more a 
source of polarization than informa-
tion. And the American people don’t 
know whom to believe, if anyone; and I 
don’t blame them. 

The result is that our ability to have 
serious discussions about serious chal-
lenges is severely damaged. And now 
arguably the most significant chal-
lenge facing our country is figuring out 
how to have those conversations. That 
must be our calling for the 112th Con-
gress. If we fail in this effort, we not 
only fail Congress, we fail our country. 

BACCALAUREATE ADDRESS: RECLAIMING 
POLITICS 

President Richard C. Levin, Yale University 
What a journey you have had! Four years 

of exploring a place so rich with treasure: 
courses taught by some of the world’s most 
brilliant and creative scholars and scientists, 
a library with few peers, museums that ex-
pose you to the full variety of nature and 
human cultures, musical and theatrical per-
formances of the highest quality, vigorous 
intercollegiate and intramural athletic pro-
grams, and classmates whose excellence 
never ceases to astonish—and all this set 
within the imposing and inspiring architec-
ture of a campus that is itself a museum. 
You have had the chance to interact with 
classmates from 50 states and 50 nations, and 
the great majority of you have taken advan-
tage of Yale’s abundant international pro-
grams to spend a semester or a summer 
abroad. 

In the classroom, you were encouraged to 
engage thoroughly and rigorously in think-
ing independently about the subjects you 
studied. You were challenged to develop the 
powers of critical reasoning fundamental to 
success in any life endeavor. Outside the 
classroom, as you worked productively in 
the hundreds of organizations you joined or 
founded, you exercised the skills of team-
work and leadership. In your overseas experi-
ences, you deepened your capacity for under-
standing those whose values and cultures dif-
fer from your own—preparing you for citi-
zenship in a globally interconnected world. 
You may not recognize this in yourselves, 
but you are ready for what is next. 

Understandably, you may be uncertain and 
a bit anxious about what lies ahead. But, if 
history is to be trusted, you will find many 
paths open to you. Because of the talent you 
possessed before you came here, as well as 
the intellectual and personal growth you 
have experienced here, you will find, with 
high likelihood, success in your chosen en-
deavors. And we expect you to stay con-
nected. The vibrant life of this university is 
greatly enriched by the deep commitment 
and active participation of its graduates— 
think of all the master’s teas and guest lec-
tures and college seminars offered by our 
alumni. And keep in mind that when you 
thanked your parents a few moments ago, 
you might also have been thanking the gen-
erations of Yale graduates whose gifts past 
and present supported half the total cost of 
your education. 

Perhaps I am overconfident about your 
prospects for personal fulfillment and profes-
sional success, but I don’t think so. If you 
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