
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 156, Pt. 1522938 December 18, 2010 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid 
upon the table. 

The President will be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session. 

f 

SBIR/STTR REAUTHORIZATION ACT 
OF 1999—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, all consent 
agreements that I have been involved 
in over the years have been imperfect, 
but this is the best we could do. I think 
it is a pretty good one. 

I ask unanimous consent that at 3 
p.m. today all postcloture time be con-
sidered expired and the Reid motion to 
concur with amendments be with-
drawn; that no further amendments or 
motions be in order, and without fur-
ther intervening action or debate the 
Senate proceed to vote on the Reid mo-
tion to concur in the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment on 
H.R. 2965; that upon disposition of the 
House message, the Senate then re-
sume executive session and the START 
treaty and there be 4 minutes of debate 
prior to a vote in relation to the 
McCain amendment, No. 4814, with the 
time equally divided and controlled be-
tween Senators KERRY and MCCAIN or 
their designees; that upon disposition 
of the McCain amendment, Senator 
RISCH be recognized to offer an amend-
ment, with any debate time prior to 
disposition of the House message with 
respect to H.R. 2965 equally divided and 
controlled between the leaders or their 
designees. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object, and I will ob-
ject, 4 minutes is not adequate for my 
amendment. There are a couple of 
speakers, including the cosponsor, Sen-
ator BARRASSO. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I say 
through the Chair to my friend, the 
Senator from Arizona, I agree. So tell 
me what time you think would be ap-
propriate. It does not matter. 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, might I join 
in this colloquy? 

I do not think there needs to be any 
reference to time for debate. If I could 
just make a brief statement, I think 
the purpose for this unanimous consent 
agreement was to allow Members, by 
unanimous consent, to speak as in 
morning business on the don’t ask, 
don’t tell bill prior to a vote on that 
at—— 

Mr. REID. At 3 o’clock. 
Mr. KYL. At 3 o’clock, but that we 

would be on the treaty, and if people 

did not want to talk about the don’t 
ask, don’t tell, then we would be on the 
McCain-Barrasso amendment, and that 
debate would conclude before 3 o’clock, 
and then the vote on the McCain-Bar-
rasso amendment would follow the vote 
on the don’t ask, don’t tell. 

Mr. REID. I think that is totally ap-
propriate. I would just add and say to 
my friend while the Chair is consid-
ering the consent request, one of the 
reasons we were able to get this agree-
ment is we have worked pretty hard in 
the last few days, and people felt we 
should have the afternoon off after we 
finish this information. As far as I am 
concerned, I will be in my office. If peo-
ple want more time, that is fine. But 
that was one of the conditions that 
some people wanted on your side, and 
that is fine with me. 

We will come in about midday tomor-
row to resume consideration of the 
START treaty. 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, reserving 
the right to object, and I will not. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, so I now 
understand that we now have a revised 
request, which is that between now and 
the hour of 3 o’clock, there will be an 
opportunity for Senators to speak ei-
ther on the amendment or on don’t 
ask, don’t tell, and following the vote 
at 3 o’clock on don’t ask, don’t tell, 
there would then be a vote on the 
McCain amendment. Is that correct? I 
agree with that. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Is that agreeable to the 
manager? 

Mr. KERRY. I think that makes 
sense. 

Mr. REID. I would ask, Mr. Presi-
dent, that the request be modified to 
the effect here as has been indicated. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The request is agreed to. 

The Senator from Washington. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Thank you, Mr. 

President. 
Mr. President, I come to the floor 

today—and before I speak, I ask unani-
mous consent that Senator BOXER of 
California be the next Democratic Sen-
ator speaking after I conclude and Sen-
ator HUTCHISON has concluded on the 
Republican side. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, I reserve 
the right to object. What is the pending 
business before the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
pending business is the motion to con-
cur on H.R. 2965. That is the pending 
business. As I understand the request 
from the Senator from Washington, on 
the Democratic side Senator BOXER 
will be the next Democrat recognized. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Following the Repub-
lican speaker. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Maybe I am wrong, but 
I thought the time would be either on 
the don’t ask, don’t tell or the START 
treaty. 

Mrs. MURRAY. That is correct. The 
Senator is correct. I am merely asking 
for—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time 
will be equally divided between now 
and 3 o’clock, and the Senators may 
speak on either subject. 

Mr. MCCAIN. I thank the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
The Senator from Washington is rec-

ognized. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Thank you, Mr. 

President. 
Mr. President, I come to the floor 

this afternoon to speak and join in the 
effort to repeal don’t ask, don’t tell. 

This policy has failed in its intended 
goals. It has done a tremendous dis-
service to the men and women who 
want nothing more than to defend our 
country, and it is time for this policy 
to go. I want to begin this afternoon by 
talking about a true hero from my 
home State of Washington named Mar-
garet Witt. 

She joined the Air Force in 1987 and 
served honorably for 18 years as a 
flight nurse—rising to the rank of 
major. She was described in reviews 
and by her peers as being an exemplary 
officer, an effective leader, and a 
skilled and caring nurse. 

But in 2004 her superiors discovered 
she was a lesbian and, acting under 
don’t ask, don’t tell policy they sus-
pended and ultimately discharged her. 
Margaret lost the job she had given her 
life to, and our country lost a talented 
and committed flight nurse. 

She did not give up. She went to 
court. She called witnesses. She made 
her case. In September of this year, 
U.S. District Judge Ronald Leighton 
ruled that she must be reinstated. 
Judge Leighton said the government 
gave no compelling reason for dis-
missing Major Witt, and that the appli-
cation of don’t ask, don’t tell was not 
shown to further the government’s in-
terest in promoting military readiness. 

That was the right decision, and it 
was amazing news for Major Witt. She 
is now working with disabled veterans 
in Spokane, WA, but she says she is ex-
cited to get back in the air and back to 
helping the troops who need her. 

Major Witt is a true hero. Her com-
mitment to our country should be rec-
ognized and honored. But she should 
never have been put in this position. 
She has the skills, the experience, and 
the commitment to do her job. The fact 
that she is a lesbian does not change 
that one bit. 

There are so many reasons to repeal 
don’t ask, don’t tell and to do it now. 
This policy destroys lives. We have all 
heard stories like Margaret’s. There 
are thousands like it, and for every one 
we hear there are so many more who 
suffer silently, whose lives and liveli-
hoods are devastated—not because of 
something they did but because of who 
they are: men and women who are 
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