
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 156, Pt. 15 22955 December 18, 2010 
The motion to lay on the table was 

agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Idaho. 
AMENDMENT NO. 4839 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, is amend-
ment No. 4839 at the desk? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is. 
The clerk will report. 
The bill clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Idaho [Mr. RISCH] pro-

poses an amendment numbered 4839. 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that reading of the 
amendment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To amend the preamble to the 

Treaty to acknowledge the interrelation-
ship between non-strategic and strategic 
offensive arms) 
In the preamble to the New START Treaty, 

insert after ‘‘strategic offensive arms of the 
Parties,’’ the following: 

Acknowledging there is an interrelation-
ship between non-strategic and strategic of-
fensive arms, that as the number of strategic 
offensive arms is reduced this relationship 
becomes more pronounced and requires an 
even greater need for transparency and ac-
countability, and that the disparity between 
the Parties’ arsenals could undermine pre-
dictability and stability, 

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President and fellow 
Senators, what we are going to do is, 
tomorrow, at noon, we are going to 
start with amendment No. 4839. 
Amendment No. 4839 deals with the re-
lationship between strategic weapons, 
which this treaty deals with, and tac-
tical weapons, which this treaty does 
not deal with but should. That is essen-
tially the purpose of this amendment. 

I think virtually everyone who is in-
volved in this debate has an opinion on 
this, No. 1. But almost everyone agrees 
that the issue of tactical weapons, 
namely, short-range weapons, is a very 
serious issue and rises to at least the 
level of the discussion on strategic 
weapons, and perhaps even more so. 

So tomorrow we are going to have a 
spirited discussion about those issues. 
There has actually been quite a bit of 
debate already on this, and for those of 
you who are like me, and you take the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD home and read 
it in the evening, if you go back and 
look at the debates on the various trea-
ties that dealt with nuclear weapons 
treaties, you will see that some very 
bright people, some of whom are still 
Members of this body, have already 
spoken on this issue. 

I am looking forward to having this 
discussion tomorrow. 

With that, Mr. President, I yield the 
floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to go into morning 
business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, before I 
talk about the Forest Jobs and Recre-
ation Act, I want to say, you never 
looked better, Mr. President. So I ap-
preciate you being in the Chair today. 

f 

FOREST JOBS AND RECREATION 
ACT 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I want 
to talk a little bit about the omnibus 
bill that was pulled down 2 nights ago 
because there were not the votes from 
across the aisle to get the bill moving. 

In that omnibus bill, there was a 
number of very important projects for 
every State in the Union. But there 
were a lot of very important projects 
for the State of Montana in that bill 
that I am afraid now will be put on the 
back burner. 

Nonetheless, there was also some 
very important language in the omni-
bus bill. In my particular case, there 
was language in that bill that was 
going to help put people back to work, 
and that language was contained in a 
bill we call the Forest Jobs and Recre-
ation Act. 

What this bill does is create 660,000 
acres of new wilderness. It creates 
370,000 permanent acres in new recre-
ation areas. It requires forest restora-
tion and logging of 100,000 acres over 15 
years. 

It is important in Montana for sev-
eral reasons. The first reason is, we 
have been attacked by beetles, the 
bark beetles that have killed a large 
percentage of our forests, and we need 
to give the Forest Service the tools 
they need to be able to treat that. 

The second thing is that in the west-
ern part of Montana the economy has 
been hurt pretty badly. The unemploy-
ment rate there is the highest in our 
State. This bill will create jobs. Let me 
give you an example. 

Over the last year, in Montana, 1,700 
jobs were lost in the wood products in-
dustry alone. This bill would help get 
those folks back to work. How? Well, it 
would help the folks running the chain 
saws, doing the cutting in the woods, 
the mills that create dimension lumber 
and plywood, and those kinds of things, 
get back up running and employing 
people. 

It would help provide the opportunity 
for biofuels with these trees, to be able 
to get a dependable supply, to be able 
to put the investment in to create 
biofuels, and move that industry along, 
to make this country more energy 
independent. 

It would help save our timber infra-
structure because, quite frankly, if you 
look at some of the States in the West, 
that timber infrastructure is gone, and 
our ability to manage those forests 
leaves us when that timber structure 
goes. That is not the case in Montana, 
but we are getting very close. It is why 

this bill needs to be passed. Unfortu-
nately, it does not look as though it is 
going to happen at this point in time. 

The other part about this bill—as I 
said, while there were so many projects 
in the omnibus, the CBO says this bill 
is deficit neutral, with no cost to the 
taxpayers. It is a bipartisan bill. It is a 
bill we have support for from both sides 
of the aisle, with Governors and Sen-
ators and Congressmen and local coun-
ty commissioners, from both parties. 

It is a bill that the Forest Service, 
through Secretary Vilsack, supports. It 
is popular with over 70 percent of Mon-
tanans. 

As I said earlier, we are in dire need 
of it because our forest is dying, with 
over 1 million acres of dead and dying 
trees. This bill has been the subject of 
intense public debate for the past year 
and a half since I dropped it in. We had 
a Senate hearing a year ago, a year ago 
yesterday, I believe it was. We have 
had townhall meetings, 11 in total, 
across Montana. We have had unprece-
dented transparency with this bill, 
with it being online and explaining and 
taking input and changing the bill as it 
has moved forward, making it a better 
bill. We have taken suggestions from 
the public, and where we have been 
able to address those concerns, we have 
been able to address them straight-up 
and move forward. It really is a new 
way of doing business for the Forest 
Service, for our forested lands, our gov-
ernment-owned forested lands in this 
country. 

It has not been an easy go. This bill 
would not have happened 10 years ago. 
It absolutely would not have happened 
20 years ago because for the last 30 
years we have had gridlock in our for-
est industry. We have had conserva-
tionists and environmentalists and 
loggers and mill owners and 
recreationists all fighting with one an-
other, and nothing has gotten done in 
the last 30 years. 

Well, about 5 years ago these folks 
got together and they said: You know, 
we have all been losing. Nobody has 
been winning. We should set our dif-
ferences aside—and this body should 
listen to this—set our differences aside, 
find a common ground, and move for-
ward with solutions. They did exactly 
that. It was not easy, but they did ex-
actly that—where everybody gives a 
little but gets a lot. They sat down at 
those tables and they met, and they 
met for years, and they came up with 
this proposal. 

Shortly after I was elected, they 
came to me and said: Would you carry 
it? 

I looked at it, and I said: You know 
what, this bill makes sense. It makes 
sense for Montana. It makes sense for 
the West. 

We were on track to get this bill 
passed until the omnibus was pulled 
the other night because of a lack of 
support. Our No. 1 responsibility right 
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