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confidence to ultimately win a congressional 
campaign. 

Her kindness has stayed with me through-
out these years, as I have grown closer to the 
Brandell family. 

In fact, her son Jim is my Chief of Staff. 
Now a decade into service for this institution, 
Jim carries with him the sensibilities instilled 
by Mary Ellen: Family, faith, and true citizen-
ship. 

For far too many people, these are mere 
words, but for Mary Ellen, these were the pil-
lars on which she built and lived her life. And 
they served her well. She was a constant 
presence in the Mt. Pleasant community. From 
continuing her work with the ever-growing 
Central Michigan University, to her extensive 
list of charities including most recently with the 
Isabella County Sesquicentennial Committee, 
Woodland Hospice, Access to Recreation, and 
the Rotary Club. In fact, her efforts were so 
well recognized that she was named Mt. 
Pleasant Citizen of the Year. 

She was also a world traveler, taking yearly 
trips with Jim to see new corners of our plan-
et. She valued the time she spent with her 
family, but also used these opportunities to 
meet distant relatives and make new friends. 
She was even utilized in her role as a commu-
nity leader of Mt. Pleasant to reach out to sis-
ter cities. 

Even with these public and global accom-
plishments, I know that Mary Ellen’s proudest 
accomplishment was her family, which in-
cludes seven children and fifteen grand-
children. She has given them the love and 
nurturing they needed to grown and excel in 
their careers and she led by example, by re-
turning to school and getting her master’s, 
specialist and doctoral degrees, after her sev-
enth child was born. And she put her family 
first, selflessly caring for her husband Dick at 
home for many years as his health declined 
prior to his death in 2004. 

Mary Ellen was a remarkable woman, and 
one that cannot be replaced. She will be re-
membered for all of the lives that she had 
touched. I will be forever grateful for her kind-
ness and generosity. 
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TRIBUTE TO PAT HEDGES 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor a community 
leader, Pat Hedges, on his retirement after 33 
years of service with the San Luis Obispo 
County Sheriff’s Department, most currently as 
Sheriff-Coroner. 

Sheriff Hedges grew up in San Luis Obispo 
County, graduating from Morro Bay High 
School in 1970, earning an associate degree 
from Cuesta College and later a bachelor’s 
degree in administration of justice from Cali-
fornia State University, Sacramento. After re-
ceiving his degree from Cuesta College, Sher-
iff Hedges went on to join the United States 
Coast Guard in 1971, went through boot camp 
in Alameda, California, and served in the 
Coast Guard until his retirement in 1997. He 

went to work for Pacific Engineering in 1973 
and then Thrifty Drug in 1974. In 1977, he 
began his career with the San Luis Obispo 
County Sheriff’s Department. 

Sheriff Hedges was elected Sheriff of San 
Luis Obispo County in 1998, and served 3 
consecutive terms. As Sheriff, he was respon-
sible for law enforcement for an area in ex-
cess of 3,200 square miles, oversaw 400 em-
ployees, and oversaw a county jail that cur-
rently houses more than 500 inmates. Sheriff 
Hedges instituted many improvements and 
was instrumental in forging the modern Sher-
iff’s Department. Among many things, Sheriff 
Hedges helped facilitate opening the new 
North Patrol Station in Templeton and a DNA 
laboratory for the department. He improved 
the efficiency of law enforcement in San Luis 
Obispo County by creating an Independent 
Sheriff’s Narcotics Unit, forming the Rural 
Crime Task Force, and implementing school 
resource officers. Sheriff Hedges also was a 
founding member of the Anti-Gang Coordi-
nating Council and established the Sexual As-
sault Felony Enforcement Unit. 

Sheriff Hedges currently serves on the 
Board of Governors for the San Luis Obispo 
County Narcotics Task Force and has pre-
viously served in many community organiza-
tions including the North County Women’s 
Shelter and the Sexual Assault Recovery and 
Prevention Center Board, San Luis Obispo 
Mental Health Board, California State and San 
Luis Obispo County Cattlemen’s Associations, 
and the Anti-Gang Coordinating Commission. 
Sheriff Hedges is a member of the Los Ange-
les Joint Terrorism Task Force Executive 
Board. 

Dedicated to serving his community in a va-
riety of ways, Sheriff Hedges’ leadership at the 
San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s Department 
will be deeply missed. I’ve known Pat for 
years and value his friendship and support, 
and while he may no longer be Sheriff, Pat will 
continue to be a leader in our community. I 
plan to continue to call on him for advice and 
counsel, and a good dose of his dry wit. 

In this new chapter of his life, I’m sure Pat 
is looking forward to spending more time with 
his wife, Sandy, and children. I commend his 
service to the County of San Luis Obispo, and 
I hope that Sheriff Hedges enjoys the next 
stage of his life. 
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HONORING BYRON LEYDECKER 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise with my colleague Congress-
man MIKE THOMPSON today to recognize the 
great accomplishments of our friend Byron 
Leydecker, who recently announced that he 
will conclude operation of Friends of the Trinity 
River, the organization he founded eighteen 
years ago and has led ever since. 

The Trinity River flows through mountains in 
coastal northern California and is the largest 
tributary of the Klamath River. These rivers 
supported huge bountiful populations of both 
Chinook and Coho salmon, steelhead and 

other fish that sustained native Americans for 
millennia and visitors from other continents for 
the past two centuries. The impacts of ill-ad-
vised and poorly managed development had 
devastated both the Trinity and the Klamath. 
Thanks in large part to Byron, the Trinity is on 
its way to recovery. 

He pushed the Department of the Interior to 
develop and then implement the historic 2000 
Trinity Record of Decision, he has worked tire-
lessly ever since to ensure that the Trinity res-
toration program goes forward as intended, 
and he has pushed the agencies to follow the 
science. 

Byron has led an active and vigorous orga-
nization over the years, devoting his time, en-
ergy, and financial resources to make a real 
difference in the direction of the Trinity River 
restoration program, which is today one of the 
leading efforts of its kind. 

Byron and FOTR have worked with the 
usual alphabet soup of government agencies, 
as well as tribes, fishermen, and water and 
power interests, to develop and implement the 
restoration plan. Byron has always been con-
sistent and persistent, cooperative when pos-
sible and tough when needed. 

Thanks to Byron and the work of FOTR, the 
Trinity River is now in better shape than at 
any time since the 1960s—we have seen in-
creased flows, a healthier fishery, and a 
stronger scientific foundation for its manage-
ment. 

While there will always be snags and eddies 
in these undertakings, the successful restora-
tion of the Trinity River will serve as a national 
model of a restored river below a federal dam. 
The Trinity River could have no better friend 
than Byron Leydecker. We are grateful to 
Byron for his leadership, and thank him for all 
his work on behalf of healthy rivers and sus-
tainable fisheries. 
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TRIBUTE TO FORT DALE ACAD-
EMY’S CHAMPIONSHIP EAGLES 
FOOTBALL TEAM 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor my alma mater, Greenville’s Fort Dale 
Academy, for its outstanding achievement in 
capturing the Alabama Independent School 
Association’s Class AAA title. 

On November 19, the Fort Dale Academy 
Eagles soared to victory over their rival, the 
Monroe Academy Volunteers, winning the 
state championship by a 49 to 21 margin. 

Both teams were outstanding this year, and 
while I represent Monroe Academy in Con-
gress, I hope they will allow me to express my 
pride for this unique achievement by my alma 
mater. 

I wish to congratulate the Eagles’ head 
coach James ‘‘Speed’’ Sampley, assistant 
coaches Daniel Autrey, Josh Beverly, Clint 
Lowery, Jason Taylor, Jimmy Gardner, Jimmy 
Phelps, Bert Rice, and Will McInvale; and, the 
Eagles varsity players, Taylor Windham, Mat-
thew Bender, Eli Blackmon, Ryan Salter, An-
drew Callen, Stephen Till, Stewart Matthews, 
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Hunter Armstrong, Ryan Taylor, Dylan Jones, 
Patrick Russell, Chip Taylor, Mason Stinson, 
Dow Gardner, Ethan Gregory, Luke Hamm, 
Zane Speir, Taylor Loftin, Perry Singleton, 
Jacob Phillips, Miller Owens, Brandon Mat-
thews, Manny Norrell, Sawyer Reeves, Chase 
Whiddon, Loredo Russell, Caleb Luckie, Tripp 
Neilson, Patten Thompson, Charlie Scofield, 
Alex Bloodworth, Taylor Hartley, Cade Tillery, 
Brady Clark, Larry Harold, Tyler Jones, Ethan 
Edgar, Davis Crocker, Bud Thagard, Chase 
Smith, Chance Williams, Alex Medley, Jona-
than Scott, and Will Davis. 

Congratulations on an excellent season and 
for bringing Fort Dale Academy its first state 
crown. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, due to 
recent major surgery, I have been unable to 
travel to Washington, DC and would like the 
RECORD to reflect my stated positions on three 
major votes that I missed due to my recovery 
from surgery. 

Rollcall vote 625 of December 8, 2010 on 
HR 5281 that contained the DREAM Act, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall vote 638 of December 15, 2010 on 
the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act of 2010, 
I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

Rollcall vote 647 of December 17, 2010 on 
the Tax Compromise, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 

I look forward to returning to Washington, 
DC next month when cleared to travel by my 
doctor. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 642, to suspend the rules and pass S. 
3447 the Post-9/11 Veterans Educational As-
sistance Improvements Act of 2010, I was un-
avoidably detained and unable to vote. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE DAPHNE HIGH 
SCHOOL TROJANS—ALABAMA’S 
6A FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to the outstanding achievement of the 
Daphne High School Trojan varsity football 
team in capturing the Alabama Class 6A title. 

On December 3, the unbeaten Trojans held 
tough, despite a determined Hoover High 

School that was knocking on the one yard 
line, to cinch a 7 to 6 victory at the State 
Class 6A championship game. It was truly a 
classic in Alabama high school athletics. 

I would like to congratulate the Trojan 
coaching squad, Glenn Vickery, Brian Camp-
bell, Milton Sutton, Mike Vickery, Lawrence 
Yelding, Bart Sessions, Mike Barnard, Benny 
Houston, and Nathan McNair as well as the 
entire Trojan varsity team, including, Israel 
Lamprakes, Leo Battiste, Kyndal Minnefield, 
T.J. Yeldon, Torren McGaster, Tyrell Hollo-
way, Ryan Anderson, Justin Jackson, Chris 
Hill, T.J. Fleeton, Chris Sain, Cartels Young, 
Horace Johnson, Russ Mosely, Douglas 
Perdue, Adam Lofton, Brandon Roberts, Trey 
Jenkins, Zack Morgan, Markell Jones, Jona-
than McGaster, Robert Nettles, Jr., Rodrick 
Tate, Michael Pierce, Jalan Coleman, Trey 
Rembert, Josh Johnson, Zach Houston, Pres-
ton Conley, Trey Thomas, Bennett Barr, Pat-
rick Wilson, Clark Newsome, Daniel Coole, 
Jeremy Freeman, Zach Sanchez, Malik Pruitt, 
Dominic Edney, Zack Taylor, Caleb McMillan, 
Cain Knox, Kevin Wilson, Pierce Parker, Josh 
Kirchharr, Willie White, Trent Johns, Greg Jen-
kins, Nic Morgan, Andy Headley, Ben Lewis, 
Ashton Mcquitery, T.J. Jackson, Carlos 
Barrera, Jordan Davis, Colton Byrd, Jonathan 
Perry, Anthony Rudolph, Lucas Carson, Cam-
eron Lemcool, Hunter Broadus, Elliot Williams, 
Kevin Caldwell, Matthew Mabry, Jeremy 
Sparks, Ronnie Williams, Monya Brown, Rob-
ert Alexander, Jonathan Parslow, Jacob 
Olmsted, Ryan Olson, Dalis Houston, Clay 
Myers, Blake Douglas, Adam Daniel, Serge 
Kolotov, David Phillips, Alex Jackson, James 
Reyner, Eric Lee, David Carroll, Ryan Pugh, 
and Duquan Able. 

Congratulations, gentlemen on a truly amaz-
ing season and Alabama Class 6A victory. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND 
DEDICATION OF KENT SYLER 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize James Kent 
Syler for his contributions to the Sixth Con-
gressional District of Tennessee. As any mem-
ber of Congress knows, our legislative 
achievements and successful constituent serv-
ices programs would not be possible without a 
cadre of great staff working behind the 
scenes. Throughout my time in Congress, I 
have been fortunate to have many bright, able 
staff members with an interest in serving their 
country by working in this body. Today, I’d like 
to single out someone who has accomplished 
an amazing feat that deserves recognition, ap-
plause, and perhaps, a test of his sanity; in-
credibly, Kent Syler has been a part of my 
staff for all of my 26 years in Congress. 

Kent and I both attended Middle Tennessee 
State University, where we both served as stu-
dent body president. Kent then came to work 
for the Tennessee State Democratic Party, 
where I served as chairman. As my district 
Chief of Staff, he has managed an outstanding 
staff in Tennessee, represented me at events 

when Congress’ voting schedule has pre-
vented me from being home, and provided me 
with advice and counsel on some of the 
toughest challenges facing our nation. 

So many of my legislative accomplishments 
would never have been possible without 
Kent’s invaluable contributions and hard work. 
In the early 1990s, Kent traveled with me to 
Romania to visit orphanages and talk with Ro-
manian policymakers about the country’s 
adoption policies. His hard work helped lead 
to the easing of Romania’s cumbersome 
adoption restrictions, allowing hundreds of Ro-
manian children to find loving homes in the 
United States. Kent also inspired the first reg-
ulations on the 1–800 and 1–900 number in-
dustry, prompted by a late night TV session 
when he was on bottle-feeding duty with his 
then-baby daughter Liala. The Telephone Dis-
closure and Dispute Resolution Act is now 
law, and Liala is now a student at MTSU. 

Kent and I have done our best to stay true 
to our principles over the years, and we have 
never lost faith in MTSU’s Blue Raiders. Kent 
has always had his finger on the pulse of the 
community, a valuable attribute that has made 
him a trusted advisor. 

Kent is an institution in Rutherford County, 
which has seen enormous development and 
nearly tripled in population since he and I first 
began working together three decades ago. 
Together, we have worked to improve the 
quality of life in our community through the ex-
pansion to Stones River National Battlefield, 
the development of the Greenway system and 
improvements to MTSU. 

Kent is one of three men who have stood by 
me from the very beginning, through victories 
and disasters—through hell and, literally, high 
water in the aftermath of tornadoes and se-
vere flooding. Along with Jimmy Stubblefield 
and Billy G. Smith, Kent has been there every 
step of the way. 

Kent has dedicated his entire adult life to 
me and to our community. I can’t ask for much 
more than that. He was best man at my wed-
ding. He met his wife Lynell while working for 
me, and I’ve watched their daughters Liala 
and Emily grow up to be bright, accomplished 
young women. 

Madam Speaker, any success I’ve had is 
Kent’s success. He is a dedicated public serv-
ant, a respected leader in his community and 
a trusted friend. Kent, thank you for all your 
help and dedication over these many years. I 
wish you, Lynell, Liala and Emily all the best. 

f 

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT OF 
THE MARINE CORPS 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, I submit 
the following. 

Ladies and gentlemen, thanks for coming 
to the oldest post of the Marine Corps, the 
Marine Barracks of Washington, D.C. A little 
history on this hall—it is now called the 
Crawford Hall, named after that great band 
director that you see on the wall over there. 
But this was the original stomping grounds 
of John Philip Sousa. 
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