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staff of the Committee. His integrity, energy, 
and innovative ideas have been a great asset 
to the Committee and to my work. 

Mr. Hayworth’s time on the staff has proven 
his zeal for public service. His responsibilities 
have enhanced his analytical skills to the ben-
efit of us all. Recently, he concurrently as-
sumed responsibilities with the Economic De-
velopment, Public Buildings, and Emergency 
Management Subcommittee. Chair ELEANOR 
HOLMES NORTON and the staff of the Sub-
committee have found him to be calm and col-
lected, but always with a vibrant sense of 
humor and a smile, even in the unpredictable 
environment of the House. 

Laurie Bertenthal has been a valued staff 
member of the Committee for nearly four 
years. Laurie started as a Staff Assistant for 
the Oversight and Investigations staff, where 
she supported groundbreaking Committee in-
vestigations, including problems with the U.S. 
Coast Guard’s Deepwater Acquisition pro-
gram, and Southwest Airlines’ ‘‘cozy’’ relation-
ship with the Federal Aviation Administration. 

In 2008, Laurie became an integral member 
of the Aviation Subcommittee, first as Legisla-
tive Assistant, and progressed to Professional 
Staff. Laurie has worked on many important 
matters pertaining to reauthorization of the 
FAA and National Transportation Safety 
Board. Additionally, Laurie played a key role in 
the recently-enacted Airline Safety and Fed-
eral Aviation Administration Extension Act of 
2010, P.L. 111–216. Laurie employed her 
strong research and legislative drafting skills 
to craft a provision that will create a pilot 
records database, which will allow airlines to 
efficiently access pilot applicant records and 
improve the safety of the flying public. 

Jeff Schnobrich has served the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure for two 
years, first as an intern, later with the full 
Committee staff, and finally as a Staff Assist-
ant with the Subcommittee on Highways and 
Transit. 

Jeff has shown himself to be a detail-ori-
ented, dedicated member of my staff. From 
the beginning, he showed an appreciation for 
the importance of an effective transportation 
system to the economic vitality of America. He 
soon became versed in the intricacies of both 
Federal transportation policy and Congres-
sional procedures and processes. During his 
time, he helped lead the Committee’s effort to 
establish a database of Member-designated 
projects, ensuring transparency and account-
ability. In all his tasks, he has been efficient, 
reliable, and a pleasure to work with. I thank 
Jeff for his years of service and wish him the 
best. 

Rose M. Hamlin has been a stalwart on the 
Committee staff for 19 years. 

She began her service with the Sub-
committee on Water Resources where she es-
tablished herself as a dedicated and effective 
office manager. In her years of working on the 
Committee, she concurrently worked on Public 
Buildings, Coast Guard, and Oversight and In-
vestigations. 

Ms. Hamlin is now the Office Manager of 
the Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines and 
Hazardous Materials. She has played an in-
strumental role in the passage of several key 
pieces of legislation, coordinated dozens of 
hearings and markups, and has ensured that 

I and members of the Committee staff remain 
up-to-date on issues under the Subcommit-
tee’s jurisdiction. 

Although his time with the Committee has 
been short, Lee Matsos has done an admi-
rable job as Staff Assistant for the Sub-
committee on Water Resources and Environ-
ment. Lee’s strong background in writing and 
editing allowed him to contribute to the Com-
mittee’s national media coverage and con-
cisely summarize the critical weekly news 
within the Water Resources jurisdiction for the 
Committee Membership. Lee also served as 
an able point of contact for witnesses testi-
fying at the Subcommittee’s September 30th 
hearing on the Impact of Green Infrastructure. 

In addition, Lee managed the database con-
tent and the filing of project requests for the 
expansive Water Resources Development Act 
of 2010. He connected constituents to the leg-
islative staff in an eloquent and professional 
manner. It is clear that Lee has a bright future 
ahead of him, and we have been lucky to 
have him on our staff. 

Madam Speaker, the essence of the legisla-
tive process is collaboration. Each individual 
member of the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure staff has played a vital role 
in the work of the Committee these past four 
years, and, through collaboration and hard 
work, has made this Committee the most pro-
ductive on Capitol Hill. 

I wish them all much success in whatever 
the future brings. 

f 

TRIBUTE ON THE BIRTH OF 
HARRISON CLAY LAVENDER 

HON. SPENCER BACHUS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. BACHUS. Madam Speaker, I am happy 
to congratulate Larry Lavender and his wife 
Kathryn on the birth of their new son, Mr. Har-
rison Clay Lavender. Harrison was born on 
December 16, 2010, at 11:14 in the morning. 

I am excited for this new blessing to the 
Lavender family and wish them all the best. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND 
DEDICATION OF SEAN GILLILAND 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, today I rise to recognize Sean 
Gilliland for his contributions to Tennessee’s 
Sixth Congressional District. As any member 
of Congress knows, our legislative achieve-
ments and successful constituent services pro-
grams would not be possible without a cadre 
of great staff working behind the scenes. They 
work long hours—often for little pay or rec-
ognition—and their service is simply invaluable 
to those of us who serve in this esteemed 
chamber. Throughout my 26 years in Con-
gress, I have been fortunate to have many 
bright, able staff members with an interest in 

serving their country by working in this body. 
Today, I’d like to single out those who are 
serving my constituents as my tenure comes 
to a close. 

For more than 15 years, Sean Gilliland has 
been a dedicated and loyal field representative 
in my Murfreesboro office. He has spent 
countless hours traveling the district with me 
and attending parades, open meetings and 
events in every corner of the district. Sean 
works tirelessly on behalf of Middle Ten-
nessee’s veterans and their families, ensuring 
they receive the benefits and assistance they 
deserve, and helping them obtain the medals 
they earned during their service to our coun-
try. Over the years, Sean has helped me send 
the best and brightest young men and women 
to our nation’s military service academies, 
filled in for me when my duties in Washington 
prevented me from attending an event or 
meeting, and enabled me to better represent 
the needs and interests of the people of the 
Sixth District. 

Sean’s career has been one of service, 
whether at my office or in the community. He 
serves on the Board of Directors of Main 
Street, Leadership Rutherford, the 
Murfreesboro Youth Orchestra, the Rutherford 
County Adult Activity Center, and others. He 
has also donated his time to many other civic 
committees, and is deeply involved in his 
church. It is fitting that Sean will leave govern-
ment service to enter a new kind of public 
service in the administration of the Primary 
Care and Hope Clinic, a faith-based non-profit 
that provides health care to the uninsured. 

Madam Speaker, Sean is a loving father, a 
dedicated husband and an all-around good 
person. I know that my busy weekend sched-
ules in Tennessee have led him to spend 
some Independence Day and other holiday 
celebrations at official functions with me rather 
than with his wife, Anne, and daughter, Molly. 
I appreciate the sacrifices they have made 
over the years. 

Sean, thank you for all your help and dedi-
cation over these many years. I wish you, 
Anne and Molly all the best. 

f 

BRAZIL HARBORS AMERICAN 
DAUGHTER 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 17, 2010 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, Brazil 
is at it again. We thought they learned their 
lesson in the case of Sean Goldman, but they 
have not—as of 2009, there were still over 50 
kidnapped children in Brazil, including Nicole 
Pate, the daughter of my constituent, Marty 
Pate. 

I have come to this floor before to talk about 
the case of my constituent, Marty Pate. Marty 
lives in Crosby, Texas, and has not seen his 
daughter, Nicole, in 4 years. Her mother, 
Monica, is a native of Brazil. In 2006, she took 
Nicole on a trip to Brazil and never came 
back. 

Legal documents from Texas give Marty 
joint custody, and the Hague Convention re-
quires Brazil to work out visitation for Marty. 
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