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elected office was president of the stu-
dent council at Helena Central High 
School. She got a bachelor’s degree 
from Randolph Macon Women’s College 
in Lynchburg, VA, and then went to 
work on the congressional staff for 
Representative Bill Alexander. 

She left the Congressman’s office 
after 2 years to pursue private sector 
work in Washington, DC, but would re-
turn home to Arkansas to run against 
her former boss in 1992. Her campaign 
for Congress was successful and 
BLANCHE became the first woman ever 
to represent the Arkansas First Dis-
trict in the House of Representatives. 

All told, Senator LINCOLN served two 
terms in the House before running for 
Senate in 1998. That year, at the age of 
38, Senator LINCOLN became the young-
est woman ever elected to the U.S. 
Senate and only the second female 
Senator in the history of Arkansas. 

BLANCHE’s career in the Congress has 
been defined by her willingness to 
reach across the aisle and work with 
Senators from both parties. She is a 
proud Democrat but has never been an 
ideologue. Her devotion has never been 
to a party line or platform, but to her 
own convictions and to the people of 
Arkansas. 

I have had the privilege of working 
close with Senator LINCOLN on a num-
ber of occasions. Much of the time, we 
found ourselves on different sides of 
the issues. But, there were also a num-
ber of times where we were in agree-
ment. In fact, I can think of several oc-
casions where she defied her own par-
ty’s leadership and was, at the end of 
the day, a difference-maker on a num-
ber of important efforts. 

Here in the Senate, things have a 
tendency to get contentious in a hurry. 
Far too often, partisanship gets in the 
way of good policymaking. We should 
commend those who are willing to see 
past the politics of the day and focus 
on the long-term impact of the things 
we do here in the Senate. Senator 
BLANCHE LINCOLN is one of those peo-
ple. 

I want to wish Senator LINCOLN and 
her family the very best of luck going 
forward. 

f 

DREAM ACT 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask the 
RECORD reflect that if I would have 
been present for yesterday’s vote on 
the Development, Relief, and Edu-
cation for Alien Minors—DREAM—Act 
of 2010, H.R. 5281, that I would have 
voted against cloture. My wife and I 
had a long standing family commit-
ment to attend my grandson’s gradua-
tion. 

The American people sent us a clear 
message on November 2, 2010, to focus 
on getting our economy moving again. 
It bears repeating: our country’s unem-
ployment rate is nearly 10 percent. Yet 
instead of listening to the true needs of 

this Nation, the majority in the Senate 
is moving full speed ahead with legisla-
tion in order to curry favor with polit-
ical constituencies. 

Pushing this bill through during a 
lameduck session of Congress is not 
how Utahns or Americans want Con-
gress to operate. The bill before us is 
one of many versions of the DREAM 
Act introduced in the last 2 months. 
Though H.R. 5281 would result in a sig-
nificant change to U.S. immigration 
law, the bill never received 1 day of a 
committee markup. An issue as impor-
tant as this one needs to follow the 
regular order of the legislative process. 

Now more than ever, our Nation’s po-
rous border is flowing over with in-
creasingly violent crimes—fueled by 
drugs, gangs and even human traf-
ficking. Unfortunately, this chaos is 
spilling into our communities. That is 
why, when it comes to immigration, 
my primary focus is on how we can fi-
nally secure our borders and how best 
to fix our broken immigration system. 

The fight to control the border is no 
longer isolated to just the physical 
boundary between the United States 
and Mexico. Indeed, it now includes ad-
dressing Mexican cartels; prohibiting 
mass deferral or parole; streamlining 
the visa process; requiring participa-
tion in key law enforcement programs; 
clamping down on identity theft; 
tracking the amount of welfare bene-
fits being diverted by illegal immi-
grant households; ensuring that dollars 
are being used to cover newly eligible 
American children in CHIP and Med-
icaid; and keeping our great national 
parks and federal lands safe and free 
from drug traffickers, drug cultivation, 
and environmental damage. All of 
these important issues are addressed in 
my recently introduced bill, the 
Strengthening Our Commitment to 
Legal Immigration and America’s Se-
curity Act, S. 3901. 

Mr. President, I remain under-
standing about individuals who, 
through no fault of their own, were 
brought to this country for a better 
life. However, the urgent challenges 
facing our country must take priority. 

f 

DON’T ASK, DON’T TELL REPEAL 
ACT 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I was re-
grettably absent for the vote on the 
cloture motion to H.R. 2965, The Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act as my wife 
and I had a long standing family com-
mitment to attend my grandson’s grad-
uation. If I had been present, I would 
have voted against cloture. 

I have long stated that our troops 
should not be held hostage to con-
troversial social policy changes at a 
time when our Nation is at war. Sev-
eral top military leaders have con-
cluded that changing military policy 
could jeopardize our soldiers fighting 
for our Nation. That is something I 
cannot support. 

These concerns were only reaffirmed 
a few days ago when the Commandant 
of the Marine Corps, GEN James Amos 
was quoted as saying, ‘‘I take that 
very, very seriously . . . I don’t want 
to lose any marines to the distraction 
[of implementing the repeal of Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell] . . . I don’t want any 
marines that I’m visiting at Bethesda 
[National Naval Medical Center mili-
tary hospital in Maryland] with no legs 
be the result of any type of distrac-
tion.’’ 

This opinion was echoed by Air Force 
Chief of Staff Norton Schwartz, who 
stated in testimony before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee that he op-
posed implementing any reform until 
2012 because he did ‘‘not agree with the 
study assessment that the short-term 
risk to military effectiveness is low.’’ 

Moreover, the recent report also 
showed that the percentage of those 
servicemembers in combat arms units 
which predicted a negative or very neg-
ative effects on their unit’s ability to 
‘‘work together to get the job done’’ 
stood at an alarming 48 percent within 
Army combat arms units, and 58 per-
cent within Marine combat arms units. 

Our military leaders and front-line 
forces have spoken. They do not believe 
repealing don’t ask, don’t tell is appro-
priate at this crucial time in our Na-
tion’s history and neither do I. 

f 

NATIONAL INSTANT CRIMINAL 
BACKGROUND CHECK SYSTEM 
IMPROVEMENT ACT 
Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, the in-

tent of the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System, NICS, Im-
provement Act of 2007 is to increase 
compliance with existing law in order 
to prevent guns from getting into the 
hands of those with mental health con-
cerns who might cause harm to others. 

Unfortunately, the initial draft of 
this legislation would have expanded 
the existing classes of people forbidden 
by statute from possessing or pur-
chasing a weapon to include people who 
simply had trouble managing their fi-
nances or other personal affairs. This 
expansion of existing law would have 
legitimized overly broad regulations 
that included people who have never 
been found to be a danger to them-
selves or to others. 

This is problematic because these 
overly broad regulations have allowed 
for the criminalization of veterans who 
needed help managing the benefits they 
received for serving our country. These 
veterans lost their constitutional right 
to bear arms without committing a 
crime, without going before a court of 
law, and without being found to be a 
possible danger to themselves or any-
one else. Furthermore, they lost their 
rights without their knowledge, and 
without a way to restore them. 

For this reason I did not consent to 
H.R. 2640 until these concerns were 
adequately addressed. 
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