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Americans have had more than enough 
of artificial timelines set by politicians 
eager for attention. They want us to 
focus on their concerns, not ours, and 
never more so than on matters of na-
tional security. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

TREATY WITH RUSSIA ON MEAS-
URES FOR FURTHER REDUCTION 
AND LIMITATION OF STRATEGIC 
OFFENSIVE ARMS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing treaty, which the clerk will re-
port. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
Treaty with Russia on Measures for Fur-

ther Reduction and Limitation of Strategic 
Offensive Arms. 

Pending: 
Inhofe amendment No. 4833, to increase the 

number of Type One and Type Two inspec-
tions allowed under the Treaty. 

Thune amendment No. 4841, to modify the 
deployed delivery vehicle limits of the Trea-
ty. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Massachusetts 
is recognized. 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I am de-
lighted to be able to say a few words in 
response to the minority leader. I have 
great respect for the minority leader. 
He and I came to the Senate together 
in the same class, and I appreciate the 
difficulties of his job and certainly the 
difficulties of corralling any number of 
the different personalities. The same is 
true for the majority leader. These are 
tough jobs. 

But I say to my friend from Ken-
tucky that just because you say some-
thing doesn’t make it true. Our friends 
on the other side of the aisle seem to 
have a habit of repeating things that 
have been completely refuted by every 
fact there is. Our old friend Patrick 
Moynihan used to remind all of us in 
the Senate and in the country that ev-
erybody is entitled to their own opin-
ion, but they are not entitled to their 
own facts. John Adams made that fa-
mous statement that facts are stub-
born things. Mr. President, facts are 
stubborn things. 

The facts are that this treaty is not 
being rushed. This treaty was delayed 
at the request of Republicans. This 
treaty was delayed 13 times separately 
by Senator LUGAR to respect their de-
sire to have more time to deal with the 
modernization issue, which the admin-

istration has completely, totally, thor-
oughly dealt with in good faith. I 
would like to know where the good 
faith comes from on the other side oc-
casionally. They put extra money in. 
They sat and negotiated. They sent 
people to Arizona to brief Senator KYL 
personally. For weeks, we delayed the 
procession of moving forward on this 
treaty in order to accommodate our 
friends on the other side of the aisle. 
And now, fully accommodated, with 
their requests entirely met, they come 
back and say, oh, it is being rushed. 

Well, today marks our sixth day of 
debate on the New START treaty. That 
is a fact—6 days of debate on the New 
START treaty. Now they will come to 
the floor and say that we had an inter-
vening vote here or there. Sure. That is 
the way the Senate works. That is the 
way it worked when they passed the 
first START treaty in 5 days. We are 
now spending more time on this treaty 
than we did on a far more complicated 
treaty, at a far more complicated time. 
The fact is that if we go through today, 
which we will, on this treaty, and de-
pending what happens with cloture and 
when the other side decides they want 
to vote, we can be here for 9 days on 
this treaty, which is more time than 
we would have spent on the START 
treaty, START II treaty, and the Mos-
cow Treaty. With the time it took 
other Senates to deal with three trea-
ties, these folks are complaining about 
the time to take one treaty, and it will 
be more time. It is astounding to me. 

I hope people in the country will see 
through this. When the leader comes to 
the floor and says our national secu-
rity is being driven by politics, we need 
to step back and calm down for a mo-
ment and think about what is at stake. 
This treaty is in front of the Senate 
now not because of some political 
schedule; it is here because the Repub-
licans asked us to delay it. We wanted 
to hold this vote before the election. 
What was the argument then by our 
friends on the other side of the aisle? 
‘‘Oh, no, please don’t do that; that will 
politicize the treaty.’’ And so in order 
to not politicize the treaty, we made a 
decision on our side to accommodate 
their interests. Having accommodated 
their interests, they now turn around 
and say: You guys are terrible, you are 
bringing this treaty up at the last 
minute. Is there no shame ever with re-
spect to the arguments that are made 
sometimes on the floor of the Senate? 
Is the idea always, just say it, say it 
enough, go out there and repeat it, and 
somewhere it will stick—maybe in the 
rightwing blogosphere or somewhere— 
and people will get agitated enough 
and believe this is being jammed some-
how? 

This is on the floor for the sixth day. 
It is a simple add-on treaty to every-
thing that has gone before, over all the 
years of arms control. It is a simple 
add-on treaty and extension of the 
START I treaty. 

This is not a new principle; it is not 
complicated. It is particularly not 
complicated when the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Director of 
National Intelligence, the Secretary of 
Defense, the Secretary of State, and 
every prior Republican Secretary of 
State all say ratify this treaty, ratify 
it now. We need it now. 

Honestly, I scratch my head and am 
baffled at the place we have seemingly 
arrived at, where national security in-
terests of our country are going to get 
wrapped up in ideology, politics, and 
all of the things that have commanded 
everybody’s attention over the course 
of the last couple of years. 

We did have an election a few weeks 
ago. It has been much referred to by 
our colleagues. It did signal the need to 
do some things differently. One of the 
things it signaled the need to do dif-
ferently is something like the START 
treaty, where the American people ex-
pect us to come to the floor and do the 
Nation’s business, particularly the 
business of keeping America safer. 

We have had an excellent debate so 
far. The two amendments that were 
proposed were rejected overwhelm-
ingly—60 to 30 was the last one. We had 
a number of people who were absent. 
That is a pretty pronounced statement 
by the Senate. It seems to me the Sen-
ator from Kentucky just said the major 
argument for not approving one of 
those amendments was that it would 
require us to go back and renegotiate. 
No, Mr. Leader, that is not the major 
argument. That is an argument that 
underscores the major argument, 
which is that the language has no 
meaning. The language doesn’t affect 
missile defense. The major arguments 
are the facts, the substance of which is 
that the preamble language has no im-
pact whatsoever on what we are going 
to do with respect to missile defense, 
and everybody who has anything to do 
with missile defense in this adminis-
tration has said that. That is the major 
argument. In addition, the major argu-
ment is also that Henry Kissinger and 
Donald Rumsfeld and Secretary Gates 
have all said that language that has no 
legal impact and is just an expression 
of a truism—the reality that offense 
and defense have a relationship. 

Are we not capable in the Senate of 
overlooking nonbinding, nonlegal, non-
impacting language that acknowledges 
a simple truth about the relationship 
of offense and defense in the nature of 
arms control? That is all it does. That 
is the major argument. It just happens 
that in addition to having no impact 
on our defense, and no impact legally, 
and no impact that is binding—in addi-
tion to that, it also requires going back 
to the Russians and renegotiating the 
treaty. As we will show in the classi-
fied session today, there are a lot of 
reasons why that doesn’t make sense 
from the security interests of the 
United States of America. It is not 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 09:43 Nov 04, 2013 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR10\S20DE0.000 S20DE0eh
ie

rs
 o

n 
D

S
K

2V
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-11T23:38:11-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




