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Afghanistan, a breeding ground for inter-
national terrorism. 

Obviously, the United States does not sign 
arms control agreements just to make 
friends. Any treaty must be considered on its 
merits. But we have here an agreement that 
is clearly in our national interest, and we 
should consider the ramifications of not rati-
fying it. 

Whenever New START is brought up for 
debate, we encourage all senators to focus on 
national security. There are plenty of oppor-
tunities to battle on domestic political 
issues linked to the future of the American 
economy. With our country facing the dual 
threats of unemployment and a growing fed-
eral debt bomb, we anticipate significant 
conflict between Democrats and Repub-
licans. It is, however, in the national inter-
est to ratify New START. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam President, 
I will vote to ratify this treaty. The 
vote we are about to have today is 
about whether to end debate. The ma-
jority’s decision to jam through other 
matters during this lameduck session 
has poisoned the well, driven away Re-
publican votes, and jeopardized ratifi-
cation of this important treaty. 

Nevertheless, this treaty was pre-
sented in the Senate on May 13, after 12 
hearings in two committees and many 
briefings. The Foreign Relations Com-
mittee reported the treaty to the Sen-
ate on September 16 in a bipartisan 
vote of 14 to 4. For several months, 
there have been intense negotiations to 
develop a realistic plan and the funding 
for nuclear modernization. That up-
dated plan was reported on November 
17. The Senate voted to proceed to the 
treaty last Wednesday. I voted no be-
cause I thought there should still be 
more time allowed for amendment and 
debate. 

Despite the flawed process, I believe 
the treaty and the nuclear moderniza-
tion plan make our country safer and 
more secure. It will allow us to resume 
inspection and verification of disar-
mament of nuclear weapons in Russia. 
The head of our missile defense system 
says the treaty will not hamper our 
missile development program—and if it 
does, we can withdraw from the treaty. 

All six former Republican Secretaries 
of State support ratification of this 
treaty. Therefore, I will vote to ratify 
the New START treaty and during the 
next several years vote to fund the nu-
clear modernization plan. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND 
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2010 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 

the House message to accompany H.R. 
3082, which the clerk will report. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
Motion to concur in the House amendment 

to the Senate amendment, with an amend-
ment to H.R. 3082, an act making appropria-
tions for military construction, Department 
of Veteran Affairs and Related Agencies, for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2010, and 
for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Reid motion to concur in the amendment 

of the House to the amendment of the Senate 
to the bill, with Reid amendment No. 4885 (to 
the House amendment to the Senate amend-
ment), in the nature of a substitute. 

Reid amendment No. 4886 (to amendment 
No 4885), to change the enactment date. 

Reid motion to refer the message of the 
House on the bill to the Committee on 
Apropriations, with instructions, Reid 
amendment No. 4887, to provide for a study. 

Reid amendment No. 4888 (to (the instruc-
tions) amendment No. 4887), of a perfecting 
nature. 

Reid amendment No. 4889 (to amendment 
No. 4888) of a perfecting nature. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam President, 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The minority leader is recog-
nized. 

NET NEUTRALITY RULES 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

later today the Federal Communica-
tions Commission is expected to ap-
prove new rules on how Americans ac-
cess information on the Internet. There 
are a lot of people rightly concerned. 
The Internet has transformed our soci-
ety, our economy, and the very way we 
communicate with others. It has served 
as a remarkable platform for innova-
tion at the end of the 20th century and 
now at the beginning of the 21st cen-
tury. All of this has been made possible 
because people have been free to create 
and to innovate, to push the limits of 
invention free from government in-
volvement. 

Now that could soon change. Today, 
the Obama administration, which has 
already nationalized health care, the 
auto industry, insurance companies, 
banks, and student loans, will move 
forward with what could be a first step 
in controlling how Americans use the 
Internet by establishing Federal regu-
lations on its use. This would harm in-
vestment, stifle innovation, and lead to 
job losses. That is why I, along with 
several of my colleagues, have urged 
the FCC Chairman to abandon this 
flawed approach. The Internet is an in-
valuable resource. It should be left 
alone. 

As Americans become more aware of 
what is happening here, I suspect many 
will be as alarmed as I am at the gov-
ernment’s intrusion. They will wonder, 
as many already do, if this is a Trojan 
horse for further meddling by the gov-
ernment. Fortunately, we will have an 
opportunity in the new Congress to 
push back against new rules and regu-
lations. 

Madam President, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Madam Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent the 
order for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. I thank the 
Chair. 

Mr. INOUYE. Madam President, 
today the Senate will consider a 73-day 
continuing resolution, which will fund 
the government through March 4 of 
next year. This is a clean CR that is $1 
billion above the spending level for fis-
cal year 2010. It meets the most basic 
needs of the Federal Government, and 
will allow Congress the time necessary 
to reconsider a funding bill next year. 
Most importantly, this temporary 
funding measure will avoid a govern-
ment shutdown, which would be a ter-
rible thing for the American people. 
That is the last thing any responsible 
Member of this body should wish for. 

As I have previously stated, it is 
deeply unfortunate that we were un-
able to take up and pass the omnibus 
bill. An omnibus, as opposed to a CR, 
assumed responsibility for the spending 
decisions that are the most basic re-
sponsibility of Congress. I regret that 
our colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle, many of whom helped to craft 
the omnibus, failed to support it in the 
end. It was a far superior alternative to 
this short-term CR. The omnibus bet-
ter protected our national security and 
would have brought a responsible con-
clusion to the fiscal year 2011 appro-
priations process. 

The CR we have before us allows for 
a limited number of adjustments for 
programs that would lose either their 
funding or their authorization between 
now and March 4. The CR will also pre-
vent the layoff of thousands of Federal 
workers and contractors during the 
holiday season. 

When the 112th Congress convenes in 
January, I hope the Senate and the 
House will find a way to move forward 
in a responsible manner to conclude 
work on the fiscal year 2011 appropria-
tions process. To do so, we will require 
a good-faith effort from Members of 
both parties to reach reasonable com-
promises on a range of issues. I hope 
that despite the current political envi-
ronment, we can find a way to work to-
gether to fund critical priorities that 
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