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RITA PETERSON 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Rita Peterson 
for her outstanding service to our community. 

Rita Peterson has been co-owner and Vice 
president of her family owned appraisal busi-
ness since 1977. The business has grown 
from one appraiser and a part time secretary 
to six full time appraisers and three adminis-
trative staff. They began primarily appraising 
operating farms and ranches throughout the 
state, and now deal with more complex issues 
involving eminent domain, conservation ease-
ment valuations and federal land exchanges. 

While running and expanding her business, 
Rita still found time to become involved in the 
community. Most notable has been her in-
volvement with the Senior Resource Center 
since 1982. Her vision has been the key to the 
$8.7 million dollar expansion and renovation 
project which includes a new 17,000 square 
foot Adult Day building. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Rita 
Peterson for being honored by the West 
Chamber serving Jefferson County. I have no 
doubt she will exhibit the same dedication and 
character in all her future accomplishments. 
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HONORING BYRON LEYDECKER 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise with my colleague Congress-
man GEORGE MILLER today to recognize the 
great accomplishments of our friend Byron 
Leydecker, who recently announced that he 
will conclude operation of Friends of the Trinity 
River, the organization he founded 18 years 
ago and has led ever since. 

The Trinity River flows through mountains in 
coastal northern California and is the largest 
tributary of the Klamath River. These rivers 
supported huge bountiful populations of both 
Chinook and Coho salmon, steelhead and 
other fish that sustained Native Americans for 
millennia and visitors from other continents for 
the past two centuries. The impacts of ill-ad-
vised and poorly managed development had 
devastated both the Trinity and the Klamath. 
Thanks in large part to Byron, the Trinity is on 
its way to recovery. 

He pushed the Department of the Interior to 
develop and then implement the historic 2000 
Trinity Record of Decision, he has worked tire-
lessly ever since to ensure that the Trinity res-
toration program goes forward as intended, 
and he has pushed the agencies to follow the 
science. 

Byron has led an active and vigorous orga-
nization over the years, devoting his time, en-
ergy, and financial resources to make a real 
difference in the direction of the Trinity River 
restoration program, which is today one of the 
leading efforts of its kind. 

Byron and FOTR have worked with the 
usual alphabet soup of government agencies, 
as well as tribes, fishermen, and water and 
power interests, to develop and implement the 
restoration plan. Byron has always been con-
sistent and persistent, cooperative when pos-
sible and tough when needed. 

Thanks to Byron and the work of FOTR, the 
Trinity River is now in better shape than at 
any time since the 1960s—we have seen in-
creased flows, a healthier fishery, and a 
stronger scientific foundation for its manage-
ment. 

While there will always be snags and eddies 
in these undertakings, the successful restora-
tion of the Trinity River will serve as a national 
model of a restored river below a Federal 
dam. The Trinity River could have no better 
friend than Byron Leydecker. We are grateful 
to Byron for his leadership, and thank him for 
all his work on behalf of healthy rivers and 
sustainable fisheries. 
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AN EXTRAORDINARY SPEECH 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I submit the following for the 
RECORD: 

What follows is an abridged transcript 
from The American Thinker by Alan Fraser 
of an extraordinary speech given by Lieuten-
ant General John F. Kelly USMC on Novem-
ber 13, 2010. What renders it so is that Gen-
eral Kelly’s son, First Lieutenant Robert Mi-
chael Kelly, was killed in action in Sangin, 
Afghanistan only four days before Lt. Gen. 
Kelly gave this speech. Lt. Gen. Kelly’s eld-
est child is also a U.S. Marine. 

The American Thinker wrote earlier about 
this incident to which the general refers in 
his speech of Corporal Jonathan Yale and 
Lance Corporal Jordan Haerter. Recall that 
it occurred at a time when it appeared that 
our troop surge in Iraq had perhaps sta-
bilized what had been for several years a hor-
rific situation. Now think about how that 
troop surge—in fact, the entire war—would 
have been viewed had fifty of our Marines 
been massacred in their sleep on that April 
night in 2008. And finally, as we are in the 
season, it’s good to remind ourselves that it 
is only because of men like Yale, Haerter, 
Gen. Kelly, and his brave sons that we are 
able to celebrate our holidays and not those 
of our enemies. 

[SEMPER FI SOCIETY OF ST. LOUIS SPEECH] 

(By LTG Kelly on Nov. 13, 2010) 

Nine years ago two of the four commercial 
aircraft took off from Boston, Newark, and 
Washington. Took off fully loaded with men, 
women and children—all innocent, and all 
soon to die. These aircraft were targeted at 
the World Trade Towers in New York, the 
Pentagon, and likely the Capitol in Wash-
ington, D.C. . . . Three found their mark. No 
American alive old enough to remember will 
ever forget exactly where they were, exactly 
what they were doing, and exactly who they 
were with at the moment they watched the 
aircraft dive into the World Trade Towers on 
what was, until then, a beautiful morning in 
New York City. Within the hour 3,000 blame-
less human beings would be vaporized, incin-

erated, or crushed in the most agonizing 
ways imaginable. The most wretched among 
them—over 200—driven mad by heat, hope-
lessness, and utter desperation leapt to their 
deaths from 1,000 feet above Lower Manhat-
tan. We soon learned hundreds more were 
murdered at the Pentagon, and in a Pennsyl-
vania farmer’s field. 

Once the buildings had collapsed and the 
immensity of the attack began to register 
most of us had no idea of what to do, or 
where to turn. As a nation, we were scared 
like we had not been scared for generations. 
Parents hugged their children to gain as 
much as to give comfort. Strangers em-
braced in the streets stunned and crying on 
one anther’s shoulders seeking solace, as 
much as to give it. Instantaneously, Amer-
ican patriotism soared not ‘‘as the last ref-
uge’’ as our national-cynical class would say, 
but in the darkest times Americans seek ref-
uge in family, and in country, remembering 
that strong men and women have always 
stepped forward to protect the nation when 
the need was dire—and it was so God awful 
dire that day—and remains so today. 

There was, however, a small segment of 
America that made very different choices 
that day . . . actions the rest of America 
stood in awe of on 9/11 and every day since. 
The first were our firefighters and police, 
their ranks decimated that day as they ran 
towards—not away from—danger and certain 
death. They were doing what they’d sworn to 
do—‘‘protect and serve’’—and went to their 
graves having fulfilled their sacred oath. 
Then there was your Armed Forces, and I 
know I am a little biased in my opinion here, 
but the best of them are Marines. Most wear-
ing the Eagle, Globe and Anchor today 
joined the unbroken ranks of American he-
roes after that fateful day not for money, or 
promises of bonuses or travel to exotic lib-
erty ports, but for one reason and one reason 
alone; because of the terrible assault on our 
way of life by men they knew must be killed 
and an extremist ideology that must be de-
stroyed. A plastic flag in their car window 
was not their response to the murderous as-
sault on our country. No, their response was 
a commitment to protect the nation swear-
ing an oath to their God to do so, to their 
deaths. When future generations ask why 
America is still free and the heyday of Al 
Qaeda and their terrorist allies was counted 
in days rather than in centuries as the ex-
tremists themselves predicted, our home-
town heroes—soldiers, sailors, airmen, Coast 
Guardsmen, and Marines—can say, ‘‘because 
of me and people like me who risked all to 
protect millions who will never know my 
name.’’ 

As we sit here right now, we should not 
lose sight of the fact that America is at risk 
in a way it has never been before. Our enemy 
fights for an ideology based on an irrational 
hatred of who we are. Make no mistake 
about that no matter what certain elements 
of the ‘‘chattering class’’ relentlessly churn 
out. We did not start this fight, and it will 
not end until the extremists understand that 
we as a people will never lose our faith or 
our courage. If they persist, these terrorists 
and extremists and the nations that provide 
them sanctuary, they must know they will 
continue to be tracked down and captured or 
killed. America’s civilian and military pro-
tectors both here at home and overseas have 
for nearly nine years fought this enemy to a 
standstill and have never for a second ‘‘won-
dered why.’’ They know, and are not afraid. 
Their struggle is your struggle. They hold in 
disdain those who claim to support them but 
not the cause that takes their innocence, 
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