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INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘OIL 

SPILL VICTIMS REDRESS ACT’’ 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, the Oil Spill Victims Redress Act that 
I am introducing today with the gentlewoman 
from Florida, Ms. CASTOR, would help protect 
those Gulf Coast residents who have seen 
their livelihoods destroyed by the BP Deep-
water Horizon oil spill. 

This legislation would clarify that people 
who have suffered economic harm as a result 
of the BP spill can seek to pursue claims from 
all of the companies involved in the disaster in 
state court. The companies involved in the 
spill, including Halliburton and Cameron, have 
argued that the Oil Pollution Act preempts 
state law and, as a result, that all state law 
claims brought by the victims of the spill 
should be dismissed or removed to federal 
court. Some of these companies, such as Hal-
liburton and Cameron, have even argued that 
they should be exempt from all suits because 
they are not responsible parties as defined 
under the OPA. 

To be clear, the underlying statute, the Oil 
Pollution Act, already clearly provides for 
claims brought in state court and was not in-
tended to preempt state law. The Act clearly 
states that ‘‘nothing in this Act . . . shall af-
fect, or be construed or interpreted to affect or 
modify in any way the obligations or liabilities 
of any person under . . . State law, including 
common law.’’ 

However, in light of the legal arguments 
proffered by the companies involved in this 
disaster, the legislation that we are introducing 
today would further clarify the ability of people 
to seek compensation in state court. We must 
ensure that we do not forget about the people 
of the Gulf who have had their lives destroyed 
by this disaster. We must ensure that all of the 
companies responsible for the worst oil spill in 
our nation’s history are held accountable. And 
we must ensure that everyone who has suf-
fered economic damages as a result of the BP 
oil spill is made whole. 

f 

HAZEL HARTBARGAR 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and applaud Hazel Hartbargar 
for her outstanding service to our community. 

As the Director of the Arvada Economic De-
velopment Association, Hazel Hartbargar is an 
advocate for all business in the community 
and has been recognized regionally and na-
tionally for her work. She has been called the 
‘‘heart and soul’’ of ADEA. Her ability to help 
people work together and the compassion she 
shows is exceptional. 

Hazel has been instrumental in imple-
menting many community programs including 
PropertyLink which is a website local commer-

cial business can use to search for land, as 
well as retail and industrial space within the 
city. She also helped to implement JobLink 
which enables businesses within the city to 
post open positions. 

When Hazel received the Pioneer Award, 
she was described as a true modern day pio-
neer; a visionary who ventures into the un-
known, creating new opportunities for herself 
and others and encouraging others to explore 
new areas of thought. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Hazel Hartbargar for her well deserved rec-
ognition by the West Chamber serving Jeffer-
son County. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication and character in all her 
future accomplishments. 
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HONORING PAUL ZALESKI 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to bring to the attention of my colleagues a 
tribute to Mr. Paul Zaleski who passed from 
this life on November 24 at the age of 95. This 
tribute was written by noted author and histo-
rian, Allen Paul, whose books include ‘‘Katyn: 
Stalin’s Massacre and the Triumph of Truth.’’ 
As Mr. Paul points out, Mr. Zaleski epitomized 
the courage of his generation of extraordinary 
Poles who came to the U.S. after the terror 
and broken dreams unleashed by World War 
II. I, too, had the privilege of meeting him on 
May 5 of this year at a 70th anniversary ob-
servance of the Katyn Forest Massacre, at the 
Library of Congress. Paul Zaleski may well 
have been the last link here in the U.S. to the 
Polish Government in Exile. May his family 
and friends be comforted in the knowledge he 
lived to see the fall of the Berlin Wall, Soli-
darity whose 30th anniversary we commemo-
rate this year, and Poland admitted to NATO. 

A TRIBUTE TO PAUL ZALESKI 
Paul Zaleski led the most interesting life 

of anyone I have ever known. Such a quiet 
unassuming man, imbued with old world 
grace and dignity, never bitter despite the 
slings and arrows of outrageous fortune— 
who could have guessed his escape in a hail 
of bullets, how he and others returned that 
fire by pinging the American conscience, 
how we eventually came to see that Poland, 
the land he loved and lost, must be reborn 
independent and free. He laid no claim to 
great deeds, but the memorable title of Dean 
Acheson’s autobiography—‘‘Present at the 
Creation’’—almost perfectly fits his life. 

Paul and I were close friends for twenty 
years. His death on November 24 leaves a no-
table void: a direct link is lost—perhaps the 
last—to the Poles’ ill-fated Government in 
Exile and to the heroic gamble after the end 
of the war to save Poland from Stalin. Paul 
was longtime secretary to Stanislaw 
Mikolajczyk, prime minister of the Govern-
ment in Exile in London. In 1945 Mikolajczyk 
decided to go back to Poland to join a com-
munist-controlled coalition government and 
Paul went with him. Both men were gam-
bling with their lives but took the chance to 
achieve two main objectives: first, to keep 
the communists from stealing the ‘‘free and 
unfettered’’ elections promised at Yalta; and 

second, to prevent Stalin from liquidating 
and/or deporting nearly 400,000 partisans who 
were still in the forests of Poland waiting to 
fight. The elections were stolen through bla-
tant fraud; but aim two was achieved: 
Mikolajczyk ‘‘bought’’ safe passage for the 
partisans and averted a bloodbath. 

Along the way thugs from the infamous UB 
(security service) made two attempts on 
Paul’s life; and soon it became clear that 
Mikolajczyk, himself, would be tried as a 
traitor or liquidated. Both men escaped in 
1947 and returned to the west where they 
launched a high-profile campaign to warn 
the west about the fate of Poland. Arch-
bishop Francis Spellman arranged for rooms 
at the Waldorf Astoria where Mikolajczyk 
wrote his bestseller—‘‘The Rape of Poland.’’ 
The famous sports writer, Bob Considine, 
helped as did Paul. The book and the heavy 
speaking schedule Mikolajczyk kept up were 
influential in getting Congress to investigate 
the Katyn Forest Massacre in 1951–52. That 
probe established a record and body of evi-
dence that stands even today. It concluded 
that the Russians had brutally murdered 
thousands of Polish officers in the spring of 
1940. 

Paul’s symbiotic relationship with 
Mikolajczyk heavily influenced his life. Not 
long before the war Paul earned a law degree 
from Jan Kazimierz University in Lwow and 
became an organizer with the Peasant Party 
(Stronnictwo Ludowe) then headed by 
Mikolajczyk. After his escape from Poland, 
Paul went to France where Mikolajczyk was 
serving in the leadership of the Government 
in Exile. He sent Paul as an emissary to Bu-
charest and later to Istanbul. When the Ger-
mans invaded Russia in 1941, the Poles and 
Russians reestablished diplomatic relations; 
and Paul was sent to help open the new em-
bassy in Kuybyshev. Two years later the re-
lationship fell apart over the Katyn crisis 
and Paul helped get the embassy staff out of 
the U.S.S.R. They took the southern route 
which meant the convoy had to cross ‘‘The 
Roof of the World’’—the Pamir Mountains— 
to get to Persia. Paul then crossed the Mid-
dle East and rejoined Mikolajczyk where the 
Government in Exile moved after Dunkirk. 
He was at Mikolajczyk’s side—often when he 
met Churchill and other world leaders—and 
remained there until Mikolajczyk died in 
1966. 

His exploits notwithstanding, Paul still 
had to earn a living after immigrating to the 
United States. His Polish law degree gave 
him no standing here, so he went to law 
school for the second time at George Wash-
ington University and later became an attor-
ney with the U.S. Maritime Commission. 
After he retired he practiced law on his own 
specializing in estate work. He was executor 
for many members of the expatriate commu-
nity and seldom if ever charged for his serv-
ices. 

I saw in Paul many qualities that epito-
mized the Poles who got stranded in the west 
when Stalin swallowed their country whole. 
They found the courage to rebuild shattered 
lives, became intensely proud and loyal 
Americans and remained unswerving in their 
commitment to Polish freedom and inde-
pendence. I talked to Paul often and we 
spoke only a few days before he died. I know 
it gave him great satisfaction—much com-
fort in fact—that the torch was passed, that 
the ideals of his generation survived the long 
dark years of communism, that they are 
strongly embraced today by a new genera-
tion of leaders who have guided Poland to a 
remarkable position in which it has one of 
the strongest economies and most stable de-
mocracies in all of Europe. 
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From their near-miraculous escape in 1947 

to their messianic campaign to win the 
minds and hearts of Americans, Paul and his 
mentor, Stanislaw Mikolajczyk, came to rep-
resent one of the aspects of Polish character 
I admire most: the concept of ‘‘Victory in 
Defeat.’’ The very idea may strike most 
Americans as peculiar, but from 1795 to 
1989—when Poles were ruled from abroad ex-
cept for the brief interwar period—it meant 
that honor came first, that the Poles would 
never give up, that they would persevere 
without fail to win back their independence. 
When I think of Paul I think of this first; 
and it gives me great satisfaction to know 
that he lived to see freedom restored and a 
vibrant Poland reborn. 

When I last talked to Paul he told me, as 
he often did, that: ‘‘I am so thankful that I 
am able to live in my own home.’’ His cour-
age could be measured in matters great and 
small. Despite crippling conditions he man-
aged to take care of himself until the last 
four days of his life. To say that he will be 
missed feels like a gross understatement to 
me. He was the product of an unusual place 
and time; he never shrank from the difficul-
ties that came his way. And he would cer-
tainly chide me for praising him even to this 
extent. 

f 

HONORING JAMES DIPACE 

HON. CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor a great man 
and constituent, James DiPace. Mr. DiPace 
has devoted 37 years of service to the Avon 
Volunteer Fire Department, and has served as 
Fire Chief there for the last 15 years. 

The community of Avon is lucky to be home 
to a man like James DiPace. His selfless dedi-
cation to the town and his devotion is remark-
able, and he deserves to be recognized by the 
House of Representatives as he retires as fire 
chief. 

Incorporated in 1943, the Avon Volunteer 
Fire Department proudly protects more than 
16,500 people. During his tenure as Fire 
Chief, Chief DiPace oversaw several incidents 
in town, but perhaps none more powerful than 
the July 29, 2005 crash at the base of Avon 
Mountain. That morning, a dump truck lost its 
brakes and careened into a line of stopped ve-
hicles at a traffic light. The accident involved 
19 vehicles and a CT Transit bus. Four people 
died that morning. On that sad day, Chief 
DiPace acted as incident commander at the 
scene from 7:30 am until after midnight. Two 
years later, another truck lost its brakes and 
caused an accident at the same intersection. 
Again, Chief DiPace was the incident com-
mander at the scene. During these times of 
tragedy, it was always comforting to know that 
James DiPace, a man of keen interagency re-
lations and cool temperament, was com-
manding the scene. 

Throughout his service, James DiPace has 
been an active member of Connecticut’s com-
munity of emergency responders. While Fire 
Chief, he served as Fire Marshall and Emer-
gency Management Director for the town of 
Avon. Additionally, Chief DiPace has served 

as president of the Connecticut Fire Chiefs 
Association and the Capitol Region Fire Mar-
shalls Association. 

James DiPace’s service to the community 
does not stop at the firehouse doors. Outside 
of his commitment to the Avon Volunteer Fire 
Department, Mr. DiPace has been part of 
many civic organizations in town, including the 
Chamber of Commerce and the Lions Club. 
With his family, Fire Chief DiPace has also 
opened his home to several Fidelco Guide 
puppies and dogs, preparing them for their 
jobs as Seeing Eye companions. 

James DiPace has given so much of himself 
to the town of Avon without wanting anything 
in return. His presence will surely be missed 
in the Avon Volunteer Fire Department. Today, 
I rise to thank Fire Chief DiPace for his re-
markable service and wish him the best in re-
tirement. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF 
MARVIN ZANDERS 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the memory of 
my dear friend and constituent Marvin Clyde 
Zanders of South Apopka, Florida. Mr. Zan-
ders operated one of the premier funeral 
homes in the United States. But he was much 
more than a successful and popular mortician 
to the people of Central Florida. According to 
his son, ‘‘his personality made him a ‘life- 
giver’ ’’ and he gave so much of his own life 
to the community. 

Mr. Zanders served the families of Central 
Florida for over fifty years in ways too many 
to list. He provided scholarships, sponsored 
sports teams and gave continuous support to 
various organizations throughout Central Flor-
ida. He was known as ‘‘The People’s Choice’’ 
and even Apopka’s mayor often called him 
‘‘The Mayor of Apopka.’’ 

The community formally recognized Mr. 
Zanders’ humanitarian efforts by renaming 
Lake Avenue in Apopka to Marvin C. Zanders 
Avenue and dedicating the Marvin C. Zanders 
Park in Winter Garden. Ten years ago, the 
South Apopka Ministerial Alliance established 
the ‘‘Marvin C. Zanders’’ humanitarian banquet 
to honor the accomplishments of community 
leaders like him. 

Mr. Zanders also served individual families 
in their time of grief with extraordinary com-
passion. Whenever one of my constituents 
could not afford a proper service in honor of 
a loved one, I knew that Marvin would take 
care of them. Through his selflessness, Marvin 
Zanders showed people that when we give 
back, we all become better and stronger. As 
he often said, ‘‘God gave me a chance; let me 
give my fellow man a chance.’’ 

My thoughts and prayers are with his chil-
dren and many grandchildren. God has 
blessed us by allowing us to have Marvin Zan-
ders in our lives. 

HONORING DAVID CAVICKE 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, my friend and fellow member of Red 
Sox nation, David Cavicke, the Chief of Staff 
for the Republicans on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, is leaving the Committee in 
January after nearly 16 years on the Hill at the 
Committee. Mr. Cavicke is an institutionalist— 
he has sought to work quietly on a bipartisan 
basis to advance the good of the country 
across the array of issues within the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee. 

Over the years, Mr. Cavicke has ably 
served the Republican Members of the Energy 
and Commerce Committee. But he has also 
helped facilitate bipartisan compromise on 
many vital issues. In 1995, he staffed then- 
Subcommittee Chairman Jack Fields when our 
Committee enacted the National Securities 
Markets Improvement Act, which rationalized 
various aspects of federal securities laws. Two 
years later, under then-Subcommittee Chair-
man Oxley, he worked with my office to bring 
the New York Stock Exchange and NASDAQ 
Stock Market out of the 18th century and into 
the 21st by ending government mandated pric-
ing in fractions and moving to decimal pricing. 
The Common Cents Stock Pricing Act of 1997 
provided the impetus to end fractionalized 
trading which cost investors $3 billion a year. 
Each year American investors, rather than 
professional floor traders and NASDAQ mar-
ket makers, will put that $3 billion to more pro-
ductive uses, such as saving for retirement 
and children’s education. 

Following the transfer of the Committee’s 
securities jurisdiction over to the Financial 
Services Committee, Mr. Cavicke moved into 
a management role on the Republican staff. In 
that capacity, he has been relentlessly fair and 
has always sought to work to provide proce-
dural due process to all members of the Com-
mittee regardless of the issue of the moment. 
I join in expressing the thanks of the Members 
of the Committee for his service, and our best 
wishes. 

f 

EREKA O’HARA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and applaud Ereka O’Hara for 
her outstanding service to our community. 

Ereka O’Hara became a realtor in 1982 and 
as a working mother she still found time to be 
involved in the community. Ereka served on 
the board of the Jefferson County Association 
of Realtors early in her career, and later sat 
on the board of the Arvada Jefferson Kiwanis, 
Children’s Charity and the Arvada Chamber of 
Commerce. 

When the entire board of the Children’s 
Charity resigned, their annual Charity Ball was 
in jeopardy. Ereka stepped in and hit the chal-
lenge head on. She gathered a new board, 
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