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that we commend him for his many years of 
public service and wish him well on his retire-
ment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF LEIGH ANN BROWN TO 
THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the service 
of a valued staff member of the Committee on 
Science and Technology, Leigh Ann Brown. 
She can best be described as my ’right hand’ 
and she has been with me almost as long. 

Leigh Ann has literally worked with me from 
the beginning of my political career. We share 
the same hometown of Murfreesboro, Ten-
nessee. Her work with me actually started as 
the fortunate result of my mother telling me 
that ‘‘My good friend’s daughter is interested 
in politics.’’ So in 1984, as a high school sen-
ior, she worked on my first campaign; and 
every summer of college she either worked on 
my campaign or as an intern in my office. 

After graduating from Vanderbilt University, 
she immediately joined my Washington, DC 
staff. And following a period where she lived 
in Missouri, she returned to DC to work on the 
staff of the Committee on Science and Tech-
nology. 

I have long been proud of the bipartisan na-
ture of this Committee. Leigh Ann exemplifies 
this even in her home as she is happily mar-
ried to John Cuaderes, the Republican Deputy 
Staff Director for the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. Outside of work, 
Leigh Ann is a dog-lover, a DC restaurant 
connoisseur, and she enjoys traveling. 

Leigh Ann is known among staff as the per-
son who gets things done. Throughout her ca-
reer, staff have consistently relied on her 
sound judgment and thoughtful consideration 
on a countless number of projects. Beginning 
in 2007, the offices of the Committee on 
Science and Technology were renovated as 
the first House office space in the ‘‘Green the 
Capitol Initiative.’’ Leigh Ann managed and 
oversaw this vast project. She also coordi-
nated the transition of our committee to the 
Majority in 2006. 

Leigh Ann has long been a dedicated, loyal, 
and hard working member of my staff I want 
to thank her from the bottom of my heart for 
everything from volunteering as a teenager on 
my first campaign to her expertise in man-
aging the office for the Committee on Science 
and Technology. 

Leigh Ann, I cannot imagine my time in 
Congress without your steadfast service. I 
know that all the staff of the Committee on 
Science and Technology wish you well in the 
next phase of your life. We will miss you and 
cannot replace you. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE VETERANS 
HOUSING FAIRNESS ACT OF 2010 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, today I 
introduce a bill to ensure that veterans have 
access to a diverse range of housing options. 

In 2006, Congress passed legislation allow-
ing veterans to use their VA loans to purchase 
cooperative housing. The VA loan program al-
lows veterans to buy homes with no down 
payment and limited closing costs; addition-
ally, the program offers negotiable interest 
rates and flexible repayment plans. With over 
one million housing cooperatives nationwide, 
extending these generous loan benefits can 
make affordable homeownership a reality for 
veterans in our districts all across the country. 

This bill makes permanent the Department 
of Veterans Affairs loan guarantee for the pur-
chase of residential cooperative housing units 
and gives veterans the freedom to choose 
where they live by allowing veterans to use 
their veterans’ loans to purchase co-ops. In 
my district, co-ops are often the lowest cost 
housing. It makes no sense to deny veterans 
the ability to use their veterans’ benefits to 
purchase these units. My bill will allow vet-
erans to explore all housing options and 
choose the one that suits their needs. 

With this legislation we can honor the serv-
ice and sacrifice of our nation’s veterans by 
giving them the tools and resources they need 
to pursue their dreams. 

f 

EQUITY IN SOCIAL SECURITY ACT 
OF 2010 INTRODUCTION STATE-
MENT 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to introduce the 
‘‘Equity in Social Security Act of 2010.’’ This 
bill is designed to eliminate the discriminatory 
policy of the Social Security Administration 
that prevents same-sex couples from receiving 
the same benefits as their heterosexual coun-
terparts. 

Social Security provides spousal, survivor, 
and death benefits to married heterosexual 
couples in their later years. Same sex couples 
are not eligible to receive these benefits be-
cause the federal government does not recog-
nize their marriages or civil unions. 

These same-sex couples pay into Social 
Security while working just the same as every 
other American, but in their time of need, the 
government treats them differently. Gay cou-
ples receive 18 percent less in Social Security 
benefits than heterosexual couples while les-
bian couples receive 31 percent less than 
heterosexuals. It is no wonder that these 
groups are also more likely to live in poverty 
in their old age than heterosexuals. 

All Americans should receive a Social Secu-
rity benefit based on their contribution to the 

program, not their sexual orientation. That is 
why my legislation would allow couples in rela-
tionships that have been recognized by their 
state of residence, whether a domestic part-
nership, civil union or marriage itself, to re-
ceive the same benefits from Social Security 
as heterosexual married couples. 

Let me be clear about this effort today. This 
is meant in no way to distract from the effort 
to repeal the Defense of Marriage Act. That is 
the ultimate goal in the movement for mar-
riage equality. My bill is not about marriage— 
it is about economic fairness. This legislation 
is meant to provide assistance to elderly indi-
viduals who have not been treated fairly by 
their government. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation. 

f 

DENISE WADDELL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. –Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Denise 
Waddell for her outstanding service to our 
community. 

As the President of First Bank of Wheat 
Ridge, Denise has developed an exceptional 
team, built and maintained business relation-
ships and worked tirelessly to promote a posi-
tive economic environment in the community. 

Denise Waddell supports many programs 
that promote small business including the 
Wheat Ridge community as a whole. As the 
Board President for Wheat Ridge 2020 she 
actively advocates at City Council meetings, 
speaks out on the opportunities for investment 
and constantly champions collaborative efforts. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Denise Waddell for being honored by the 
West Chamber serving Jefferson County. I 
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments. 

f 

HONORING ELIZABETH HIGH 
SCHOOL CARDINAL FOOTBALL 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate the coaches, 
athletes, and fans of Elizabeth High School for 
their outstanding performance during the 2010 
football season. The grit, determination, and 
perseverance showed by these young individ-
uals culminated with a 3A State Championship 
on December 4, 2010. Playing under intense 
pressure in front of a packed house at Legacy 
Stadium in Aurora the Cardinals exceeded ex-
pectations and fought through all odds to ob-
tain a 29 to 6 victory over an extremely tal-
ented Glenwood Springs football team. 

Such exemplary work could not have been 
achieved without the unwavering and visionary 
tutelage of head coach Chris Cline and his 
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