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that we commend him for his many years of 
public service and wish him well on his retire-
ment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF LEIGH ANN BROWN TO 
THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the service 
of a valued staff member of the Committee on 
Science and Technology, Leigh Ann Brown. 
She can best be described as my ’right hand’ 
and she has been with me almost as long. 

Leigh Ann has literally worked with me from 
the beginning of my political career. We share 
the same hometown of Murfreesboro, Ten-
nessee. Her work with me actually started as 
the fortunate result of my mother telling me 
that ‘‘My good friend’s daughter is interested 
in politics.’’ So in 1984, as a high school sen-
ior, she worked on my first campaign; and 
every summer of college she either worked on 
my campaign or as an intern in my office. 

After graduating from Vanderbilt University, 
she immediately joined my Washington, DC 
staff. And following a period where she lived 
in Missouri, she returned to DC to work on the 
staff of the Committee on Science and Tech-
nology. 

I have long been proud of the bipartisan na-
ture of this Committee. Leigh Ann exemplifies 
this even in her home as she is happily mar-
ried to John Cuaderes, the Republican Deputy 
Staff Director for the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. Outside of work, 
Leigh Ann is a dog-lover, a DC restaurant 
connoisseur, and she enjoys traveling. 

Leigh Ann is known among staff as the per-
son who gets things done. Throughout her ca-
reer, staff have consistently relied on her 
sound judgment and thoughtful consideration 
on a countless number of projects. Beginning 
in 2007, the offices of the Committee on 
Science and Technology were renovated as 
the first House office space in the ‘‘Green the 
Capitol Initiative.’’ Leigh Ann managed and 
oversaw this vast project. She also coordi-
nated the transition of our committee to the 
Majority in 2006. 

Leigh Ann has long been a dedicated, loyal, 
and hard working member of my staff I want 
to thank her from the bottom of my heart for 
everything from volunteering as a teenager on 
my first campaign to her expertise in man-
aging the office for the Committee on Science 
and Technology. 

Leigh Ann, I cannot imagine my time in 
Congress without your steadfast service. I 
know that all the staff of the Committee on 
Science and Technology wish you well in the 
next phase of your life. We will miss you and 
cannot replace you. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE VETERANS 
HOUSING FAIRNESS ACT OF 2010 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mrs. MALONEY. Madam Speaker, today I 
introduce a bill to ensure that veterans have 
access to a diverse range of housing options. 

In 2006, Congress passed legislation allow-
ing veterans to use their VA loans to purchase 
cooperative housing. The VA loan program al-
lows veterans to buy homes with no down 
payment and limited closing costs; addition-
ally, the program offers negotiable interest 
rates and flexible repayment plans. With over 
one million housing cooperatives nationwide, 
extending these generous loan benefits can 
make affordable homeownership a reality for 
veterans in our districts all across the country. 

This bill makes permanent the Department 
of Veterans Affairs loan guarantee for the pur-
chase of residential cooperative housing units 
and gives veterans the freedom to choose 
where they live by allowing veterans to use 
their veterans’ loans to purchase co-ops. In 
my district, co-ops are often the lowest cost 
housing. It makes no sense to deny veterans 
the ability to use their veterans’ benefits to 
purchase these units. My bill will allow vet-
erans to explore all housing options and 
choose the one that suits their needs. 

With this legislation we can honor the serv-
ice and sacrifice of our nation’s veterans by 
giving them the tools and resources they need 
to pursue their dreams. 

f 

EQUITY IN SOCIAL SECURITY ACT 
OF 2010 INTRODUCTION STATE-
MENT 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to introduce the 
‘‘Equity in Social Security Act of 2010.’’ This 
bill is designed to eliminate the discriminatory 
policy of the Social Security Administration 
that prevents same-sex couples from receiving 
the same benefits as their heterosexual coun-
terparts. 

Social Security provides spousal, survivor, 
and death benefits to married heterosexual 
couples in their later years. Same sex couples 
are not eligible to receive these benefits be-
cause the federal government does not recog-
nize their marriages or civil unions. 

These same-sex couples pay into Social 
Security while working just the same as every 
other American, but in their time of need, the 
government treats them differently. Gay cou-
ples receive 18 percent less in Social Security 
benefits than heterosexual couples while les-
bian couples receive 31 percent less than 
heterosexuals. It is no wonder that these 
groups are also more likely to live in poverty 
in their old age than heterosexuals. 

All Americans should receive a Social Secu-
rity benefit based on their contribution to the 

program, not their sexual orientation. That is 
why my legislation would allow couples in rela-
tionships that have been recognized by their 
state of residence, whether a domestic part-
nership, civil union or marriage itself, to re-
ceive the same benefits from Social Security 
as heterosexual married couples. 

Let me be clear about this effort today. This 
is meant in no way to distract from the effort 
to repeal the Defense of Marriage Act. That is 
the ultimate goal in the movement for mar-
riage equality. My bill is not about marriage— 
it is about economic fairness. This legislation 
is meant to provide assistance to elderly indi-
viduals who have not been treated fairly by 
their government. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation. 

f 

DENISE WADDELL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. –Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Denise 
Waddell for her outstanding service to our 
community. 

As the President of First Bank of Wheat 
Ridge, Denise has developed an exceptional 
team, built and maintained business relation-
ships and worked tirelessly to promote a posi-
tive economic environment in the community. 

Denise Waddell supports many programs 
that promote small business including the 
Wheat Ridge community as a whole. As the 
Board President for Wheat Ridge 2020 she 
actively advocates at City Council meetings, 
speaks out on the opportunities for investment 
and constantly champions collaborative efforts. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Denise Waddell for being honored by the 
West Chamber serving Jefferson County. I 
have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments. 

f 

HONORING ELIZABETH HIGH 
SCHOOL CARDINAL FOOTBALL 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate the coaches, 
athletes, and fans of Elizabeth High School for 
their outstanding performance during the 2010 
football season. The grit, determination, and 
perseverance showed by these young individ-
uals culminated with a 3A State Championship 
on December 4, 2010. Playing under intense 
pressure in front of a packed house at Legacy 
Stadium in Aurora the Cardinals exceeded ex-
pectations and fought through all odds to ob-
tain a 29 to 6 victory over an extremely tal-
ented Glenwood Springs football team. 

Such exemplary work could not have been 
achieved without the unwavering and visionary 
tutelage of head coach Chris Cline and his 
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staff of Mike Zoesch, Ty Barrett, Craig 
Blackman, Brian Martinez, Eric Jiblits, Kirt 
Woodman, and Steve Mann. Their energy, ex-
pertise, and passion for the game was con-
tagious and helped ignite a truly outstanding 
season. Recognition must also be given to the 
unsung heroes of the team. Managers Kayla 
Allred, and Briana Cisneros tirelessly worked 
to take care of logistical aspects of the game, 
ensuring the coaches and players could focus 
their energy on the gridiron. 

I would like to congratulate these young 
men individually for their accomplishment; they 
will forever be remembered for bringing their 
first state title to the proud town of Elizabeth. 
They are: Josh Weber, Dakota McCune, Zach 
Shepherd, Marty Sullivan, Dalton Taylor, Scott 
Carter, Jordan Bucknam, Brad Goldsberry, 
Blake Arellano, Colton Dillavou, Nate Nich-
olas, Zach Butler, Bobby Wintersteen, Joe 
Finken, Dylan Burgett, Spencer Fulbright, 
Sean Dorrance, Eli McKinney, Chase Nich-
olas, Trayco Ross, Jake Soule, Landon 
Willson, Austin Peterson, Peyton Hopkins, 
Gabe Mortensen, Matt Hrabik, Steve Biery, 
Cody Slade, Kellen Gomon, Brandon 
Strannigan, Micha Lockerby, Salvador Robles, 
Cole Hoffman, Cody Miller, Dakota Boss, Dal-
las Reins, Seth TenEyck, Trevor Gill, Chantz 
Walpole, Travis Cayou, Carter Solomon, Brian 
Shomshor, John Weber, Garrett Sweigert, 
Sean Taylor, Matt Doura, Devon Campbell, 
Robert Wagner, Tim Reeder, Jaxon Graber, 
and Trayco Ross. 

Chase Cline and Matt Biery deserve special 
acclimation for their selection to participate in 
the Colorado All State football game in June. 
The superior talent and dedication of these 
scholar athletes is archetypical of the entire 
team apparatus that helped lift the Cardinals 
to an undefeated season. 

Fans, family, and school officials who 
braved the elements to motivate their team 
from the bleachers are to be commended as 
well. I know the deafening roar of the crowd 
on key plays throughout the season helped 
propel the team to unmatched heights. I join 
them, and the rest of the sixth district of Colo-
rado in proclaiming my congratulations to a 
highly deserving school and town. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. DAT QUANG LE 
AS A RECIPIENT OF THE PRESI-
DENTIAL AWARD FOR EXCEL-
LENCE IN MATHEMATICS AND 
SCIENCE TEACHING 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Dr. Dat Quang Le of 
Springfield, Virginia as a recipient of the Presi-
dential Award for Excellence in Mathematics 
and Science Teaching (PAEMST). Adminis-
tered by the National Science Foundation in 
coordination with the White House Office of 
Science and Technology Policy, the PAEMST 
program recognizes outstanding teachers for 
their commitment to the teaching and learning 
of mathematics and science. Dr. Le, along 
with only 102 other mathematics and science 

teachers throughout the nation will receive a 
$10,000 award from the National Science 
Foundation. 

Dr. Le has been a teacher for 15 years, the 
last 13 years of which he spent teaching 
science at H.B. Woodlawn Secondary School 
in Arlington, Virginia. Recently, Dr. Le moved 
within the Arlington Public School system. He 
now works as a science specialist, helping de-
velop the county’s science curriculum and pro-
viding general support for teachers throughout 
the county. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing Dr. Dat Quang Le as a re-
cipient of the Presidential Award for Excel-
lence in Mathematics and Science Teaching 
for his dedication to the students of the Arling-
ton Public School system and to the teaching 
and learning of mathematics and science. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam Speak-
er, today our national debt is 
$13,868,461,288,845.81. 

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $3,230,035,542,552.01 so far this Con-
gress. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 

f 

FINAL STAFF REPORT OF THE SE-
LECT COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
INDEPENDENCE AND GLOBAL 
WARMING 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, I hereby submit to the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD the executive summary of the 
Final Staff Report from the Select Committee 
on Energy Independence and Global Warming 
on the committee’s activities in the 110th Con-
gress. A full copy of the Select Committee’s 
Final Staff Report for the 110th Congress can 
be found at globalwarming.house.gov. 

FINAL STAFF REPORT FOR THE 111TH 
CONGRESS 

SUMMARY 

We are at a watershed moment in the his-
tory of energy production—and the choices 
we make at this juncture will determine the 
fate of our planet and the national security 
and economic future of the United States. 
Between now and 2030, roughly $26 trillion 
will be invested in energy infrastructure 
worldwide. Clean energy will likely make up 
an increasing share of this investment with 
every passing year. The International En-
ergy Agency (IEA) estimates that $5.7 tril-

lion will be invested in renewable electricity 
generation alone between 2010 and 2035. This 
new infrastructure is long-lived and costly, 
and the decisions made in the next decade 
will set the course of the global and U.S. en-
ergy system—and of the global climate—for 
the next century and beyond. This transition 
also presents an unprecedented opportunity 
for economic growth and job creation in the 
clean energy technology sector. Other coun-
tries are taking the lead in clean energy and 
the United States must act now if it is to re-
main competitive in this rapidly developing 
global market. 

Global climate change presents one of the 
gravest threats to our planet’s health, and to 
America’s economy, its national security, 
and its public health. Scientists warn that 
we may be approaching a tipping point, after 
which it will become increasingly difficult, 
or perhaps impossible, to halt global warm-
ing and its catastrophic effects. The United 
States confronts this issue at the same time 
it faces a deepening energy crisis—character-
ized by skyrocketing prices, high dependence 
on foreign oil, and continued—reliance on 
high-carbon fuels that worsen the climate 
crisis. 

The Select Committee on Energy Inde-
pendence and Global Warming was created 
by Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi in 2007 
to examine and make recommendations on 
the interrelated issues of energy independ-
ence, national security, America’s economic 
future and global warming. 

During its four years, the Select Com-
mittee held 80 hearings and briefings, con-
ducted investigations, led fact finding trips 
with Congressional members, and contrib-
uted to the most active four years in energy 
and climate policy development and debate 
in the United States Congress. 

As a result of the Select Committee’s work 
in raising the profile of energy and climate 
issues, and spurring increased debate, the 
House of Representatives passed several 
pieces of legislation that will reduce our na-
tion’s consumption of foreign oil, increase 
energy efficiency, and create new jobs in the 
clean energy sector. 

In 2007, the first year of the Select Com-
mittee, the House passed the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act, which included 
fuel economy provisions co-authored by Rep. 
Edward J. Markey, Chairman of the Select 
Committee. The bill also increased Amer-
ica’s use of advanced biofuels, and updated 
energy efficiency standards for appliances 
and lighting systems. 

The Select Committee also was instru-
mental in pushing for increased investment 
in clean energy technologies. The American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 in-
vested $90 billion in clean energy, which 
jump-started new domestic industries like 
advanced electric batteries, boosted house-
hold energy efficiency, and helped key re-
newable energy sectors like wind and solar 
avoid collapse during the recession. 

In June of 2009, the House passed the Wax-
man-Markey American Clean Energy and Se-
curity Act, the first passage of a comprehen-
sive energy and climate bill in the history of 
the U.S. Congress. The bill set ambitious 
carbon reduction targets, which were used by 
U.S. negotiators to craft the Copenhagen Ac-
cord. It also created a roadmap to create 
clean energy jobs and the next generation of 
clean energy technologies. 

These legislative achievements happened 
as historic events indicated that swift action 
was needed to address a strained energy sys-
tem and a dangerously destabilized climate. 
The years 2007–2010 are all in the top ten 
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