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This is a historically unprecedented cas-

cade of destruction wrought on individuals: 
on sons, daughters, sisters, brothers, future 
spouses and friends, mothers and fathers— 
destroyed in the form of those to whom we 
owe, quite simply and certainly, the greatest 
solidarity and duty of care because they are 
the weakest and most dependent of our fel-
low humans. All else that we concern our-
selves with in the lives of human beings de-
rives from the inescapable fact that first we 
must have human lives with which to con-
cern ourselves. By disregarding this self-evi-
dent fact of the debt owed immediately to 
the unborn—which is to be allowed to be 
born (and let us not forget that all of us 
might have suffered just the same fate before 
our birth)—humanity’s deepest instincts are 
trampled and shattered. 

This was only an implausible glimmer in 
the eyes of the most radically progressive 
thinkers and activists a century ago. Today 
legal, permissive abortion is a fact of life so 
deeply embedded and thoroughly normalized 
in our culture that—and this is the most in-
sidious factor in that normalization—it has 
been rendered invisible to politics in Europe. 
Even mentioning it has become the first 
taboo of the culture. 

There are consciences in Europe, it must 
be stressed, that glow white-hot for justice 
and strive continuously for this darkest fact 
of our public life to appear in public debate 
as clearly as it does across the Atlantic in 
the United States. For most of our contem-
poraries, however, this is a matter that im-
pinges little. The effectiveness of determined 
campaigns of propaganda at the outset to 
harden consciences, and gradually to enforce 
a conformism that fears to question what is 
said to be a settled issue, has worked won-
derfully well. 

And this enforcement of a new status quo 
succeeds so well due, surely, to benefits en-
joyed as a result—benefits of an order that 
make acceptable even the killing of inno-
cents, by their protectors, on a scale that 
freezes the imagination. How much then 
must depend on its remaining so, remaining 
beyond question? This is the nub of that ide-
ological word choice. So much else can be 
chosen in a given life if the option to dispose 
of unwanted children is dependably avail-
able. So many intoxicating freedoms are 
newly established, if only abortion is never 
again denied to women and to men. 

But what of the cost? As with the cost of 
previous great willful destructions of human 
life, of whole classes of human life, the fact 
that it must and will be borne is a certainty, 
whatever the nature and scale of it. Of 
course, in the first order of consequences, 
the price paid by the victims is not obscure: 
We must never forget that the heaviest price 
is paid by those whose lives are not to be 
lived. 

In the second order of consequences, how-
ever, we must look closely at the hidden bur-
den faced by those, especially mothers, who 
participate in these acts and the losses af-
fecting present and future society. How will 
a society regard itself, or value its own dis-
tinctive culture, when it has placed this fear-
ful act at its center—consciously approving, 
even celebrating, its own most egregious 
moral failing? Will it have the confidence 
simply to regenerate itself? To survive by 
producing the next generation of children in 
sufficient numbers? 

I would like to emphasize that we must 
never mistake the secondary effects of this 
moral enormity for the primary, as this 
would surely be to instrumentalize the vic-
tims and fail again in our duty of respect to-

ward them. It would be an absurdity such as 
if the real tragedy of the Shoah were felt 
first of all to lie in the social consequences. 
No, what we must first lament is the mass 
destruction of human beings who had first 
been deemed worthless. The fact in itself is 
what we must keep before our eyes, before 
and apart from our regard to anything that 
may derive from it. 

We live in what is truly a moral world 
turned upside down, and the greatest irony 
may be that a broad consensus exists, in a 
highly rights-aware political establishment, 
in favor of one of the gravest and most egre-
gious abuses of human rights that human so-
ciety has ever tolerated. Didn’t Europeans 
think they could never and must never kill 
again on an industrial scale? What a cruel 
deceit, then, that has led us to this mass 
killing of children, for a theoretical greater 
good, which in this case is simply the wish 
not to be bound by a pregnancy unless it is 
fully and freely chosen and which, outside of 
that parameter, is declared, by fiat, to be 
null and void. 

The sophistry is overwhelming: If I choose 
and desire my child, then ipso facto I have 
granted it the right to live, and it will live. 
But the inverse is equally the case, by means 
of nothing more or less than my choice: 
Caesar’s thumb is up, or Caesar’s thumb is 
down. And when it comes to exporting this 
idea, we do it with zeal and determination 
through such institutions as the United Na-
tions and the European Union. 

The granting to ourselves of the right wan-
tonly to kill, each year, millions of our off-
spring at the beginning of their lives: This is 
the question of questions for Europe. The 
practice of abortion is a mortal wound in Eu-
rope’s heart, in the center of Hellenic and 
Judeo-Christian culture. 

Having so recklessly carried this poison 
out of the twentieth—the ugliest of all cen-
turies—let us, for the sake of all that has 
been good and beautiful and true about the 
culture of the West, be clear that there is an 
urgent moral priority here. Call it a ‘‘New 
Abolitionism for Europe’’—the word aboli-
tionism emphasizing the continuity between 
the challenge faced now with the 
generational campaigns waged so clear- 
sightedly in late-nineteenth-century Amer-
ica to rid itself of the injustice of slavery. 
The abolitionists, I believe, exemplify the 
courage and imagination required, even if 
they do not provide perfect templates for 
what we face now. 

This is a task that calls for a broader ap-
proach to the safeguarding of life, as taught 
to us by those earlier struggles to apportion 
value where it previously had not been 
deemed to exist. We must re-enliven the val-
uing of life, and this cannot restrict itself to 
the question of abortion, despite its moral 
centrality. It must have regard to every 
threat to the integrity of human beings, at 
all stages of their being and in all cir-
cumstances. 

The task for us is not merely to abolish. 
We must also creatively envisage new and 
compelling answers to the problems that 
give rise to this practice, when the easiest 
solutions may be destructive or distorting 
ones. And the goal is that human life, with-
out any exception, may be as treasured and 
respected as the highest moral thought has 
perennially called for it to be, and as our 
consciences surely sound the echo. 
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HONORING LIEUTENANT COM-
MANDER MICHAEL ‘‘RAY’’ CAIN’S 
DISTINGUISHED CAREER 

HON. DAVID WU 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. WU. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Lieutenant Commander Michael 
‘‘Ray’’ Cain, U.S. Coast Guard. Lieutenant 
Commander Cain retired in September 2010 
after 27 years of faithful and diligent service to 
the U.S. Coast Guard and his Nation. 

Lieutenant Commander Cain enlisted in the 
U.S. Coast Guard in September 1983 and 
quickly rose through the ranks to Senior Chief 
Petty Officer. He then earned a commission 
as a Chief Warrant Officer in 1999 prior to 
being selected for promotion to Lieutenant and 
subsequently Lieutenant Commander in 2009. 
LCDR Cain has diligently served the Coast 
Guard both afloat and ashore as a subject 
matter expert in electrical systems and marine 
inspections. 

Lieutenant Commander Cain completed a 
seven-year tour in Astoria, Oregon, as the 
sole senior marine inspector responsible for 
ensuring the safety of more than 75 pas-
senger vessels that carry thousands of pas-
sengers each year into the oftentimes haz-
ardous waters off the Oregon and Washington 
coasts. 

Former Oregon Governor Tom McCall once 
said, ‘‘Heroes are not giant statues framed 
against a red sky. They are people who say, 
‘This is my community, and it is my responsi-
bility to make it better’ ’’ Lieutenant Com-
mander Michael ‘‘Ray’’ Cain truly is an Amer-
ican hero, for he has devoted much of his life 
to making his country and community better. 

It is an honor for me to recognize Lieutenant 
Commander Cain for his service and for pro-
viding a heroic example to us all. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE SIKH 
FOUNDATION OF VIRGINIA’S 2010 
ANNUAL CULTURAL PROGRAM 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 21, 2010 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the Sikh Founda-
tion of Virginia’s 2010 Annual Cultural Pro-
gram. 

The Sikh Foundation of Virginia (SFV) was 
established in 1987 to serve the religious and 
spiritual needs of the Northern Virginia Sikh 
community. The SFV promotes religious, edu-
cational, social and cultural aspects of Sikhism 
and collaborates with other religious organiza-
tions to host inter-faith events. The SFV is a 
welcome participant in an ethnically diverse 
Northern Virginia community. 
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