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competition is an enormous learning 
exercise for our students in how our 
courts function and how the facts of a 
case are presented and how the prin-
ciples of law are applied. 

Then we have the summer institute 
training for teachers so that social 
studies teachers can learn more about 
the role of law and be more effective in 
conveying that vision to our students. 

Then I also want to mention the We 
The People Program on the Constitu-
tion and Bill of Rights. Here in this 
Chamber, we discuss the Constitution 
and the Bill of Rights virtually on a 
daily basis. Virtually every day on this 
floor, we discuss how these founding 
documents affect how our laws are ap-
plied and how freedoms are protected 
in the United States of America. This 
program helps our children learn those 
fundamental principles. Sort of the 
heart and spirit of the American demo-
cratic world are conveyed through this 
We The People Program. 

I also wish to commend a whole host 
of banks in Oregon that have agreed 
not only to pay interest on these law-
yer trust accounts—and IOLTA stands 
for interest on lawyer trust accounts— 
but to pay 1 percent, which is above 
the going rate on most types of trans-
action accounts. They do that because 
they benefit from the deposits, and 
they know their communities benefit 
from these services and these pro-
grams. 

This legislation will resolve a prob-
lem in which lawyers, applying their fi-
duciary responsibilities, would have 
had to withdraw their funds from these 
accounts and put them in other non-in-
terest-bearing accounts, to no benefit 
to anyone and to a great deal of harm 
to so many. 

f 

INTEREST ON LAWYERS TRUST 
ACCOUNTS 

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent, as if in legisla-
tive session and as if in morning busi-
ness, that the Senate proceed to the 
immediate consideration of H.R. 6398, 
which was received from the House and 
is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 6398) to require the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation to fully insure 
Interest on Lawyers Trust Accounts. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
read three times and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements related to the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 6398) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I 
wish to thank the Chair and my col-
league from Georgia who understood 
and presented so effectively the impact 
on our community banks that are 
working hard to get funds out to our 
Main Street businesses so we can cre-
ate jobs and put our economy back on 
track. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia. 

Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, I 
commend the Senator from Oregon and 
thank him for his help on this impor-
tant issue for people all over the 
United States, not just in Oregon and 
Georgia but around the country. This 
is a great effort, and I commend him on 
it. 
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TREATY WITH RUSSIA ON MEAS-
URES FOR FURTHER REDUCTION 
AND LIMITATION OF STRATEGIC 
OFFENSIVE ARMS—Continued 

Mr. ISAKSON. Madam President, I 
wish to take an additional minute, if I 
might—the chairman of the Foreign 
Relations Committee is on the floor— 
to say, in addition to my statement I 
made 2 days ago in a speech on the 
floor with regard to the START treaty, 
that I wish to thank the chairman and 
the ranking member of the Foreign Re-
lations Committee for the accommo-
dating process from day one in April 
until today, where the treaty will ulti-
mately pass on the floor of the Senate. 

Legislation is about improving ideas 
and making sure the interest of the 
American people and the United States 
of America is protected. Through the 
work of Senators LUGAR and KERRY, we 
have been able to craft amendments to 
the resolution of ratification on the 
START treaty that ensure missile de-
fense and modernization—the two con-
tentious points on this legislation 
which came from the committee—are 
not only taken care of, but they are 
buttoned down and they are clear. And 
I thank the chairman and the ranking 
member for their willingness to do so. 

I want to let everyone who is listen-
ing and those who will read the reports 
of this debate know that this has been 
a 7-month process, not a 9-day process, 
and it has been a detailed process. It 
has been the work of the will of the 
people of the United States of America, 
and the U.S. Senate has worked its 
will. When it is ratified today, it will 
be a step forward in the future for my 
children and grandchildren. 

During my campaign when I ran for 
reelection this year, I made the fol-
lowing statement: The rest of my life is 
about doing everything I can do to see 
to it that the lives of my children and 
grandchildren are safer, more secure, 
and as affluent as my life has been be-
cause of my parents and grandparents. 
Today, in this ratification, we are en-
suring that we will be strong in our 
strength, we will trust but we will 

verify. We will make sure we can fight, 
if necessary, but we will also make 
sure we are accountable. And most im-
portant of all, with regard to the big-
gest threats we face—terrorism and 
loose nuclear materials falling into the 
hands of a rogue nation—we will be a 
safer country because of this, and I 
thank the chairman and ranking mem-
ber because of it. 

I thank the chairman for his time, 
and I yield back. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois. 

Mr. KIRK. Madam President, I rise to 
oppose the START treaty because it 
recognizes limits on U.S. missile de-
fenses in return for marginal reduc-
tions in the Russian arsenal. At the 
moment when the U.S. and allies must 
build missile defenses to protect 
against Iran, this treaty generates 
Russian pressure for America to go 
slow or risk Russia’s departure from 
the agreement. 

If you take the President’s Senate 
missile defense letter at face value, 
then America would deploy defenses 
that will trigger a Russian treaty exit. 
I am concerned that to prevent a Rus-
sian treaty withdrawal, the United 
States will move slower on building de-
fenses against Iran just when we need 
to move faster. 

The most important duty of the Fed-
eral Government is to defend Ameri-
cans against foreign attack, and the 
most important mission under that 
duty is to protect American families 
from the most dangerous nations that 
could carry out such an attack. 

In the mid-20th century, we agreed 
that the Soviet Union represented a 
clear and present danger to America. 
Our Cold War Presidents—Truman 
through Clinton, Republicans and 
Democrats—backed policies of a strong 
defense, with alliances with our friends 
and diplomacy with the Soviets. But 
much has changed since the 20th cen-
tury ended over a decade ago. While 
the Russians still have an impressive 
arsenal, they are shadows of their 
former shadow, dropping from 290 mil-
lion people to 140 million people and 
from a gross domestic product of $2.6 
trillion in 1990 to $2.1 trillion in 2010. 
The nuclear national security threat 
for the new 21st century moved beyond 
Russia to include Iran and North 
Korea, soon to be armed with nuclear 
weapons and missiles to deliver them. 

While the Russians are heavily 
armed, they present a relatively stable 
face to the outside world. They have 
the capability to attack, but they cur-
rently lack the intent. On any given 
year, their leaders appear adverse to 
risk and unready to commit national 
suicide. The same cannot be said for 
Iran, North Korea, and other nations 
that present a far less rational face to 
the international community. Looking 
at such potentially irresponsible lead-
ers, it is incumbent on us to go beyond 
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